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THE  EOYT  FAMILY  MEETING. 


EECORD     OF     PROCEEDIXGS. 

Wedxesday,  June  20,  1SG6. 
Mor.xixG    Session. 

The  member?  of  tlie  Iloyt  family  met.  according  to  appointment,  in  the 
Cono'rL-gatiohal  Church,  at  Stamtord.  Conn.,  at  tea  o'clock,  a.  :.r.  The 
meeting  ^vai  called  \o  order  by  the  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arran2:e- 
ment^.  IJev.  Williain  C.  Hoyt.  of  Stamford,  who.  on  motion  of  David  W. 
Iloyt,  of  Ivliode  I.-huid,  was  ap-pointed  tmniiorary  chairman,  with  the  secre- 
tary of  the  committee  of  arrangements.  Rev.  James  Hoyt,  of  Orancre,  In.  J., 
as  temporary  secretary. 

A  Scripture  lesson,  Deuteronomy  xi.  1-21,  was  then  read  by  Rev.  James 
Hoyt,  and  the  hymn  commencing-  '•  0  God,  our  help  in  ages  pa-t."'  -was 
.'-ead  by  Rev.  William  C.  Hoyt.  and  sung  by  the  audience  ;  at\er  which. 
Rev.  Cornelius  A.  Hoyt,  of  Ohio,  led  in  prayer. 

On  motion  of  Henry  Hoyt,  of  Massachusetts,  a  committee  was  ap- 
pointed, by  nomination  from  the  floor,  to  present  a  list  of  permantut 
oiucers ;  said  committee  to  consist  of  one  person  from  each  State  repre- 
sented. 

Committee  oti  Xominations. 

IIexky  Hoyt,  [Massachusetts.  Dr.  Joirx  P.  Hoyt,  Pennsylvania. 

Hon.  J.-)SEPH  G.  Hoyt,  :Maine.  Rev.  Corxelius  A.  Hoyt.  Ohio. 

William  II.  Hoyt.  Vermont.    '  William  C.IIdyt.  Esii.,  :\Iichii:'m. 

David  AV.  IIovt.  K'uodc  L-hmd.  James  L.  Hoyt,  IHinois. 

Ji:>si:i'[i  B.  II( )Yr.  Connecticut.  J(.nx  Hoyt,  C;iiiiurnia. 

W'iv.  PiiiLii'  L.  Huvt,  Xew  York.  Leopold  A.  H<ivt,  Xew  Brunswick. 

Ilev.  Jame3  Hoyt,  New  Jersey. 

The  temporary  -ecretary  being  a  member  of  the  committee  on  nomina- 
tion^, Henry  E,  Hoyt,  of  3Iichi'2an,  was  appointed  secretary  pro  tern. ; 
and,  jurnding  the  re}>ort  of  that  committr-e,  tne  time  was  occupied  in  pre- 
paring a  list  of  the  persons   present,    wiiicii  will   be   reporte<l   hereafter. 

The  committee  on  nominations  re[iori';d,  ilirough  tlieir  ciiairman,  Henry 
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Hoyt,  of  Massachusetts,  a  list  of  otlicers.  On  motion,  tiie  report  '^as 
amended  by  pretixins  to  the  Hst  of  viee-presiilents  the  name  of  Henry 
Hoyt,  of  Massachusetts,  and  the  oiiieers  were  elected,  as  follows  :  — 

President. 
Oliveu    IIoyt,  of  Stamford,  Connecticut. 

Vice-Presidents. 

Henry  Hoyt,  ^kla^sachusetts.  Dr.  Jonx  P.  Hoyt.  Pennsylvania. 

■\ViLLiAM  H.  Hoyt,  Vormout.  Edwin  Hoyt.  New  York. 

Hon.  Joseph  G.  Hoyt.  Maine.  Ptev.  J.  Chester   Hoyt,  Xcw  York. 

James  A.  Hoyt,  Connecticut.  Kev.  Cornelius  A.  Hoyt,  Ohio. 

William  C.  Hoyt,  Eso.,  ^Michigan.  James  L.  Hoyt,  Illinois. 

Secretaries. 
Rev.  Jaaies  Hoyt,  New  Jersey.  David  W.  Hoyt,  Dhode  Island. 

Henry  E.  Hoyt,  Michigan. 

Committee  on  Programme  and  Enrollment. — The  Secretaries  and  Rev, 
William  C.  Hoyt,  of  Stamford. 

The  President  elect,  Oliver  Hoyt.  of  Stamdord,  then  took  the  chair.  He 
said  that  the  calling  of  his  name  as  President  had  taken  him  whoiij  l.)y 
surprise.  He  was  not  prepared  with  a  set  speech,  neither  did  he  think  it 
necessary  to  say  more  than  express  his  thanks  for  the  honor  conferred 
upon  him  liy  selecting  him  to  preside  over  such  an  intelligent  body  of  men 
and  women  as  he  saw  before  him. 

Rev.  William  C.  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  then  delivered  the  following  ad- 
dress of  welcome :  — 

Brothers,  Friends.  Cousins  :  —  The  pleasant  duty  of  welcoming  yon  to 
Stamford  and  to  this  family  gathering  has  been  assigned  to  me.  I  had 
designed  to  prepare  a  somewhat  elaborate  address  for  the  occasiim.  but  a 
pressure  of  duties  has  not  allowed  me  to  do  so ;  and  I  am  rather  glad, 
now,  that  I  have  no  such  address.  The  time  that  we  can  be  together  is 
short,  and  the  sooner  we  lay  aside  the  stitthess  of  formal  addre-s,  and 
speak  to  each  other  from  the  heart,  as  brothers  and  members  of  the  same 
family,  the  more  pleasant  will  be  our  meeting. 

It  seemed  to  some  of  our  trilio  that  a  familv  so  old  as  ours,  —  so  numer- 
ous, and  so  widely  spread  over  the  coumry,  —  shoidd  coine  toji-thiT, 
should  look  each  other  in  the  face,  should  talk  over  the  past,  call  up 
reminiscences,  compare  present  conditions,  and  furnish  the  materials  tor  a 
history,  which  our  children  will  prize  as  among  the  bc:rt  legacies  they  can 
possibly  inherit. 

The  hrst  conversation  relative  to -uch  a  irathering  was  lield  in  thi-  place 
October  10,  18G1.  by  U.^v.  James  Hnyt.  uf  Orange,  2sew  Jersey,  William 
Hoyt,  Esq.,  of  Stamford,  and  your  ipeaker. 


RECORD    OF    PROCEEDINGS.  3 

Conversations  and  eorre-nniulenco  fullnwed,  tlie  re>uit  of  which  was  the 
issuing  of  the  tlr.-t  rireular  iu  3Iay.  l,'5G-3.  That  circuhir  wa?  addre.-^iMl  to  all 
our  brothers  and  cuu-ins  iu  the  United  States  and  ••  elsewliere,"  and  was 
signed  by 

WiLLLiAM  C.  IIoYT,  Stamford,  Conn.  jA.%n:3    IIoyt.  Orange,  N.  J. 

Jas.  a.  HuYT,  Xorwalk.  Conn.  F.  A.  IIoyt.  PMhideh-hia.  Tenn. 

Hexry  Hoyt,  Boston,  Ma.>^s.  D.  W.  Uoyt.  Providence,  lil. 

Wit-LiAM  H.  HuYT,  Barllnston,  Vt.  C.  A.  Hoyt,  Oijerhn,  Ohio. 

Ralph  IIoyt,  Ea~t  5ltli-Stixet,  X.  Y.  Alfred  iioiiT,  Durham,  X.  II. 

These  geuth:'inan,  iu  tliat  circuhir,  say  :  — 

The  family  roll  i?  reiiresented  in  all  tlie  professions.  Cler^'vmen.  lawyers,  physicians, 
teachers,  editors,  artists,  ]ioets,  puhlislicrs,  nieeiianics,  merch;uits.  nuinufucturcrs,  farm- 
ers, sailors,  soiiiiors,  leucislators,  and  military  otiicers  hold  iiouorablc  place  in  our 
ranks. 

AVe  address  ourselves  to  ;dl  the  "kith  and  kin  "  in  the  States,  Eastern,  AVcstera, 
Middle  and  Southern  — on  the  sea  and  beyond  the  sea.  Let  tlici'e  he  a  ctraiul  rally  un- 
der our  tribal  banner;  one  that  shall  brinii;  us  to  a  better  aequainuince  with  each  other; 
one  that  shall  help  develop  our  ;:■enealo^■ies  and  history;  one  that  shall  indicate  our 
numbers  and  characteristics  ;  one  that  we  shall  enjoy  and  remember  as  a  family  festival ; 
one  that  we  sliall  love  to  speak  of  to  our  children  ;  ouc  that  will  be  worthy  of  a  histori- 
cal record. 

This  circular  was  sent  to  all  of  our  frieuds  whose  address  was  ascertained, 
and  was  printed  m  whole  or  in  part  very  generally  iu  tiie  secular  mid  re- 
ligious newspapers  of  the  land. 

The  responses  to  this  circular  were  so  numerous,  and  showed  so  much 
interest  in  the  proposed  gathering,  that,  on  3Iondav.  March  I'J.  Id  I' 6.  a 
meeting  of  Ployt  gentlemen  was  Iteld  at  the  residence  of  Seymour  Hovt, 
Esq.,  in  Stamford.  At  tiiis  meetiuLT  it  was  agreed  upon  that  the  family 
gathering  should  take  place  on  Wednes^lay  and  Thur^dav.  20th  and  21st 
of  June,  18C6.      Stamford,  Cnnn..  was  accepted  as  the  }dace  for  tiie  uieeLing. 

Kev.  James  Hoyt  and  myself  were  -appuinted  a  cmmuittee  to  issue  a 
second  circular,  inviting  the  friends  to  this  meeting,  and  to  provide  for  the 
various  exercises  of  this  occasion.  It  is  in  compiiauce  with  this  invitatioa 
that  you  are  now  met.  And  what  a  meeting  ii  is  !  I  had  thought  if  tliere 
should  be  from  tifty  to  seventy-tive  at  this  first  session,  at  the  organization, 
the  gatheruig  would  be  a  success.  But  here  we  are,  at  this  early  hour,  al- 
ready live  or  six  hundred  strong ! 

•  Of  course,  the  cousins  here,  and  the  citizens  too,  have  made  many 
inquiries  about  you.  My  correspondence  had  made  tne  acquainted  with 
many  of  you.  1  knew  you  were  good  and  iute]li;i:ent.  and  I  v.'as  anxious 
to  :^ee  you.  But  you  look  even  better  than  I  ex[)ected  !  1  iikt-  you  —  no 
—  that  is  not  tln:-  term  —  I  lori'  _//<///  .'  I  ,-:;ee  a  triend  in  tiie  L^ailery  taking  ■ 
notes,  and  I  must  be  a  little  careful  what  I  say.  tor  I  knov,-  he  will  teli 
what  he  hears.  But,  we  are  met  as  a  common  faiudy.  aii^l,  a-  -ncli,  we 
have  many  little  family  secrets.  We  may  boa-t  a  little  cpf  our  tribe,  and 
indulge  in  ple.i-antries  whicii  will  seehi  to  others  tooii-h.  1  ti-u<t  our 
friends  who  have  come  iu  to  look  at  us.  and  who  do  not  belouir  to  u>,  but 
whom  we  are  glad  to  have  wii.h  us,  will  not  critl.:-i-;e  us  too  severeiv.  Xow 
brothers  and  cousins,  in   tlie  name  of  vour   brothers  and  cousius  oi'  Stam- 
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fop],  T  nrivo  yoii  a  hearty  Vv-fli'omf  to  our  iovn.  We  fliink  it  i-  nL^a-nnt. 
Our  tathers  lived  liere  :  and  rheir  L;Ta\".'S  are  wi'.ii  n*.  We  wrli'diiv  you  to 
our  churehe?.  All  i-t"  you  will  tim!  here  the  -aui!'  faith  yon  protc^-.  and 
the  f-ame  form>  that  you  e'lj-'u-ve.  We  welcome  v.:>u  to  our  hi_'me<.  The-se, 
for  the  time,  are  your  home-.  I  iiope  you  will  tir.il  thuui  siidi.  We  wel- 
come vou  to  our  heart-,  whieh.  Ave  a-sure  von.  are  the  heart-  of  ijrothers 
and  friend?. 

Henry  Hoyt,  of  ]\ra>>aelinsett>.  was  then  called  upon,  and  warmly  re- 
sponded to  the  kind  remarks  of  William  C.  Hoyt. 

He  was  silad  to  come  to  this  land  o'i  steady  hahit-.  wliicb  has  ])orne  so 
many  great  and  L^ood  nu'u,  men  of  character  and  eeieln-ity.  H(>  was  now- 
near  the  scene  of  the  exploits  of  Putnam,  of  revolutionary  renown,  whose 
encounter  with  the  wolf  and  other  incidents  in  his  ute  had  In^en  read  by 
him  with  all  the  enthu-iasni  of  his  youtlit'ul  days.  He  was  glad  to  come  to 
Stamford  and  Si-e  hi-  brothers  face  to  face.  It  was  a  way-mark  in  the 
history  of  his  lite.  Since  he  had  arrived  here  he  had  received  a  telegram 
announcintr  the  aiiproacliinLT  death  of  a  Ijroth(?r.  who  had  been  lina-('rin2; 
for  some  time  with  con-innjition.  Imt  his  anxietv  to  see  this  assemblage 
was  so  great  that  he  could  not  resist  the  desire  to  be  present. 

Dr.  Enos  Hoyt,  of  ]Massachusctts,  was  next  called  for,  who  promptly 
came  forward  and  spoke  for  a  few  minutes. 

He  was  glad  to  see  so  many  happy  faces.  He  was  a  physi(^ian,  and 
when  he  looked  at  the  pictinv-s  of  vi'j:orous  health  around  him,  he  was  re- 
minded of  Pope,  who-e  def  )rmity  had  elicited  t!ie  remark  that  his  t'rame 
wanted  mending.  But  he  (tlieDoctoi-)  saw  no  sign-  tiia-C  his  ,-ervices  were 
needed  in  his  professional  ca[nicity,  to  <lo  any  meudinL;'  in  tiiis  a--rnii)iaiie. 
He  expressed  his  thanks  for  the  excellent  arrangements  of  the  commntei'. 
involving  so  much  labor,  and  for  tlie  kind,  free,  and  ample  acconuaoda- 
tions  of  our  Stamford  "kith  an.d  kin,''  jiavinii  a  compliment  to  the  beautiful 
village  in  which  the  gatheriniz  was  held.  He  eulogized  Boston.  ■•  witii  all 
its  [iride  and  bigotry,"  and  said  it  was  ot\en  called  tlie  "  Hub  of  Creation," 
and  if  this  were  so,  Stan.it'ord  must  be  creation  itself.  He  annomiced  him- 
self as  a  great-grandson  of  B<-njainin  Hoyt.  who  was  a  grand-on  of  the 
emigrant  ancestor,  John  Hovt  of  Sali-ljury,  jla--achu.-etts.  He  never 
knew  a  Hoyt  to  be  hnncr.  altiiough  he  had  known  of  several  wlio  v.ere 
puni.-hed  for  too  much  lalkiiiLr:  but  he  hoped  no  ili-c'ipline  would  be  ap- 
plied in  his  case,  as   he  was  about  to  bring  his  remarks  to  a  close. 

Gen.  Henry  M.  Hoyt,  of  Pennsylvania,  was  calh^d  for,  and  introduced 
by  the  president  as  a  gentleman  and  soldier  Avho  had  served  his  country 
honorably  and  fiithfully  in  her  war  for  existence.     He  spoke  as  follows  :  — 

Cousins  and  Friends:  —  Your  call  ujion  me,  ju-t  at  this  juncture,  has  ili-- 
turbed  me  very  mmdi.  havin-j  i-eferenee  both  to  the-  comibrtrdih,-  ea^e  from 
wdiich  you  take  me,  and   the  lu-o'oable  n-k-   1  nun'  encounter  in   vonr  trout. 
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I  had,  only  a  k-w  minutes  before,  rcachod  the  slirlne  of  my  pil^'rimn^e  and 
made  mv  war  to  your  mid-t.  here  in  this  church.  I  had  settled  d<iv."n  into 
a  very  invitinirlv-cu-hioned  seat,  and.  in  obedience  to  a  rathrr  ilin-ty  in- 
stinct,—  ••  ;i  back  scat."  I  was  iiueniaily  con<jraru latin lt  our  ii.-vereud 
cousins.  William  C.  and  James,  that  so  much  ^ucce-s  had  ci-n\vh<;it  th'jir 
zeal  and  labor,  in  2:athLrinL:;  the  tribe  under  this  roof;  congratulatino:  you 
all  upon  your  cliaracteri.stic  good  sense  and  enterprise  in  coming  toirether, 
and  the  mainfe~t  joy  you  were  reaping  from  the  occasion  :  congratulating 
myself  that  a  lidl  ?hare  ot'  the  dividend  had  been  declared  to  me  ;  and 
feeling  very  sorrv  for  the  fragmentary  balance  of  the  human  family  whose 
names  are  not  •'  Hoyt." 

The  seniors  who  had  the  floor  were  doing  abundantly  well  iiy  u-.  and  I 
regret,  for  your  sakes.  that  I  have  been  interposed  between  you  an<l  tln'm. 
]My  post  of  observation  of  you  was  so  situated  that  the  raaiire  of  my  virion 
was  principally  contined  to  the  mysteries  of  "  back-hair  "  and  vaterfalls  : 
now  that  I  ha\e  come  forward  under  the  shadow  of  this  orthoibjx  pulpit 
and  see  you  face  to  face,  I  add  another  vote  to  the  majority  which  has  de- 
clared that  you  are  an  exceedingly  •■  good-lookiuij;  family."  V/hile  it  was  to 
have  been  expected,  I  confess  I  am  yet  somewhat  surprised  an'i  Lrreatly 
gratified  at  ihi-  uniformity,  or  rather  generality,  of  comely  and  well  devel- 
oped manhood  and  womanhood  among  us.  I  am  proud  of  tiie  honest, 
steady,  unflinching  look  of  the  faces  l)efore  me  :  liie  pleasant  sheen  that 
glitters  from  beneath  the  eyelashes  of  our  sisters  ;  the  uprightness  and 
the  broad,  square  shoulders  of  the  brothers,  sitting  along  these  aisle-.  You 
don't  look  like  peo[)le  who  need  to  apologize  for  beiuLi:  liere.  in  the  world. 
It  is  to  be  further  noted,  that  we  authenticate  ourselves  as  iIo}ts  by  many 
■well  defined  traits  of  our  mental  and  corporeal  physiognomies.  Perception, 
reverence,  and  order  are  our  stronsf  points;  I  see  their  "  deveivianeut,'' 
all  over  the  assemblage ;  that  "  Fowler  and  Wells"  would  certirv  ••  the 
meeting"  I  make  no  question  ;  and  the  sun  it-elf  v.iil  *■ju^tify"  us  when 
"Whitney  and  Paradise  shall  have  done  with  us.  It  is  airain  to  ije  noted, 
that  of  about  six  hundred  supposed  to  be  pre:^ent,  all  have  written  their 
names,  "of  their  own  proj.er  handwriting,"  not  one  resorting  to  the 
short,  royal  form  of  '"  his  x  mark."  Away  down  across  the  spur-  of  tlie 
Alleghanies.  where  we  live,  1  think  we  can  beat  the  average  of  thi-  a-rom- 
bly  in  the  little  matter  of  hie  noses.  Ju.-t  in  that  branch  of  the  tamiiy  tiie 
nose  is  a  great  feature.  Standing  out  as  many  of  them  do,  we  depend  .-ome- 
what  on  our  good  behavior,  and  vastly  more  on  our  strength  oi'  mu-cle. 
to  prevent  outsiders  fnmi  ]iuliing  tii'^n.  Whilt;  they  an..wer  many  of  the 
legitimate  purposes  of  no-es.  we  have  not  been  much  accu-toniea  to  have 
them  used  "  to  be  led  by  "-or  "to  thrust  into  other  people's  busine--.''"  A 
kind  old  uncle  of  ours  wa<  born  to  .-uch  di^-tinction,  in  this  regaril.  a-  to  be 
good-naturedly  likened  to  the  extinct  bird  "  Dodo,'' and  he  was  d  -ucit  in- 
finite humor  that  he  deserves  his  niche  or  perch  in  the  lamily  roo-t,  and  I 
hereby  put  "  Uncle-  Dodo"  on  the  records. 

Among  the  conclusions  to  which  a  c(jmparison  of  notes  here  li:i<  led  us. 
one  seems  to  be.  tbat  none  of  our  name  ha-  achie\fil  eminent  dNfinctiou 
among  the  great  ones  of  the  world;  and  none  has  gi\en  u.-  unpieii-aiit  rio- 
toriety  among  the  base  one?  of  the  world.  If  your  cliainnan  ha-  a:iempted 
to  develop  any  extra  entlui-ia^m  by  em[)ha-izing  hi-  call  upon  nie  a-  uj)ou 
"  General  Hoyt,  of  Pennsylvania,"'  let  me  at  once  prick  ihe  .-ide;  of  any 
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vanify  in  tlii=  rocranl.  T  tlinnk  CM  ili^t  (with  If^ijion?  of  orheis)  I  wa>  en- 
abled in  a  quiet  ami.  1  iioMc.  tiiitlitni  w.-iy,  it"  oli-enrely,  to  i^ervo  my  coun- 
try, "  duriuiT  the  war,"'  a  iiart  ut  tiie  linic  as  t'olonel  of  the  52(1  Pciiiisyl- 
vania  Vuluiitrt.Ts.  (Yuu  will  exou---  m^■  tor  ^aying.  parenthetically,  that,  nt' 
course,  it  wa-  a  good  ri'Liiutfiit.)  Tiie  fialance  of  the  title  is  a  iiarnilc-,-. 
brevet  a«  brigadier-jrem-i-nl.  —  a  lift!''  rnit  of  the  rei^ion  of  mere  -militia 
generals,"  —  perhaiis  nothin'j-  to  have  ••  -ot  much  pride  onto." 

Once  for  all.  let  us  .-ee  under  the  .-h.adow  of  what  a  name  we  do  stand! 
It  is  distinction  enouuli  tor  us.  and  u'ory  enouirh  lor  the  whole  "  lIo^•t 
family."  that  "Willia^i  Tr.rL'MSEii  Siikiimax  is  our  right  cousin,  that  he 
is  the  son  of  3Iaky  Hi,)YT. 

Having  come  sftnie  di-tance  to  tin's  gathering  —  to  this  rally  under  the 
old  family  roof-tree  —  here  in  old  Cnnnecticnt,  the  traditional  land  of  tradi- 
tional habits.  loiiL''  .-ince  baptized  '•  .'>teady."  I  cannot  sit  down  without  one 
•word  further.  1  come  from  Pennsyh.  ania,  strong  and  great,  the  keystone 
of  the  federal  arch  :  I  ci~>nie  as  one  of  her  delegates,  as  a  "  Pennsylvania 
Dutchman,"  if  -vnu  }>lea~e.  and,  if  necessary,  to  vintlicate  her  thrift,  her 
steadfastness,  and  her  iu-titutions ;  n'lt  in  comtictition  or  contrast,  .with 
Connecticut,  but  as  a  co-Hqual  and  a  co-worker  in  the  field  of  ideas,  of 
vrhich  New  England  is  not  the  exclusive  proprietor.  We  are  ail  ■■  Yan- 
kees," and  the  Y'ankee  should,  will,  and  must  dominate  the  country  and 
the  age.  These  hills  have  boi'ne  frreat  crops  of  great  men.  —  which,  at  la-t. 
is  the  be-t  product.  —  men  attuneil  to  tlie  kevnot'»  ot'  our  social  >tructure. 
tJie  importance,  the  iiivi<Ai{hiUt]j.  the  lideqrity  of  the  manhood  of  the  indi- 
vidual. I  am  in  entire  accord  with  all  1  have  heard  said  here  of  Connect- 
icut and  Massachusetts;  but.  within  the  proper  lind.s  of  '•  State  rights,"  I 
am  for  my  own  Commonwealth.  I  revere  and  love  the  sulidity  of  the 
mountains,  the  men,  and  the  civilization  of  the  State  of  my  birth.  1  Jiold 
that  my  grandfather  did  a  ••  smart  "  ihin'j.  if  he  never  did  a  great  tiiin',''; 
to  wit,  when  he  left  Danbury.  FairticM  Cminty.  Connecticut,  and  wi-nt  to 
the  "Wyoming  Valley,  in  Tenn-ylvania.  As  tliis  occuri-ed  two  <ir  liiree 
quarters  of  a  century  betbre  my  time,  i  take  no  personal  credit  for  it  :  but 
I  am  glad  of  it.  There  are  broad  and  })leasant  tields  in  the  valley  of  the 
Susquehanna,  and  I  am  sure  they  are  quite  as  conducive  to  the  "  income 
tax  "as  the  acre  lots  of  Fairtield  County,  fenced  with  their  own  stone. 
and  plenty  "  more  of  the  same  or  a  similar  sort  left."  ^iNIy  Danbury  cousins 
will  pardon  me  if  I  negative  any  intentii^n  of  offence  by  the  equivalent  as- 
surance that  I  do  not  intend  "to  go  back  on"   Danbury,  nor  have  I  any 

present  purpose  of  going  back to  Danbury. 

I  hope  you  will  now  pevmit  me  quietly  to  take  my  seat,  upon  the  prom- 
ise that  I  will  not  again  disturb  you.  by  "  speaking  in  meeting." 

On  motion  of  William  C.  Iloyt.  of  Stamford,  it  was  voted  to  ailjourn  at 
quarter  piast  twelve  o'clock,  to  meet  in  the  afternoon  at  tliree  o'clock,  and 
in  the  evening  at  hall'-pa?t  seven  o'clock. 

Henry  Hoyt.  of  ^Massachusetts,  read  a  letter  from  J.  AdoI[>hus  Hoyt,  of 
St.  John,  ZS'ew  Brunswick. 

James  Hoyt.  of  New  Jersey,  secretary  of  the  conunittce  of  arrangements, 
read  a  letter  from  Major  General  AV.  T.  Sherman,  and  two  letters  from 
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Senator  Jolm  Sherman,  of  Ohio.  Tho.e.  together  with  one  afterwards 
received  from  General  Sherman,  are  [irinied  in  a  kiler  part  of  thi:?  report. 

On  motion  of  liev.  J.  Clu'.-ter  Iloyt.  of  Modena,  X.  Y.  it  was  voted  to 
plaee  tliese  four  letters  on  tile,  with  the  records  of  this  meeting. 

"William  C.  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  announced  tliat  Wiiilney  and  Paradise 
had  made  a  proposition  to  take  a  photograph  of  the  Iloyt  family  to-morrow 
forenoon,  and  it  was  voted  that  the  tamily  accept  the  proposition. 

Voted,  that  tlie  thanks  of  the  f;imily  be  extended  to  Senator  Sherman 
and  Greneral  Sherman,  for  their  valuable  letters,  and  their  expression  of 
interest  in  our  meeting. 

Voted,  to  invite  our  friends  in  Stamtord  to  attend  our  meetings,  even 
though  they  do  not  I)ear  the  name  of  Hoyt. 

Adjourned  at  quarter-past  twelve  o'cluck,  after  singing  "  Praise  God 
from  whom  all  blessings  tlow." 

Afteknoox  Session',  First  Day. 

Assembled,  as  by  adjournment,  at  three  o'clock.  i\  .ai. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  ordm-  by  Secretary  James  Iloyt ;  and 
Vice-President  William  Henry  Hoyt,  of  Vermont,  was  called  to  preside 
during  the  first  part  of  the  session. 

Upon  motion  of  Dr.  John  P.  Hoyt,  of  Pennsylvania,  it  was  voted  that  no 
speaker  should  occupy  a  longer  time  than  ten  minutes  in  addre-.-ing  the 
meeting. 

Rev.  James  Hoyt,  of  New  Jersey,  read  a  paper  entitled,  "  The  Hoyt 
Family  Traits,"  which  will  be  found,  somewhat  abridged,  appended  to  this 
report. 

Tiie  record  of  proceedings  for  the  morning  session  was  read  and  approved. 

"William  C.  Hoyt,  Esq.,  of  Michigan,  addressed  the  convention  as 
follows :  — 

On  looking  over  the  genealogical  history  of  the  Hoyt  Family,  lately 
published  by  Professor  David  "W.  Hoyt.  I  could  obtain  no  intbrmation 
relating  to  the  branch  to  which  I  belong,  and  in  the  correspondence  with 
liim  relating  to  the  omission.  I  could  obtain  no  light  upon  tlie  sutiject, 
except  that  he  believed  that  I  was  a  descendant  of  tlie  Connecticut  Iloyts. 
and  that  I  might  find  some  account  of  mv  ancestors  on  the  twelrth.  thir- 
teenth, and  fourteenth  pages  of  his  hisiorv.  I  could  find  no  inti'nnarion 
there,  and  for  auirlit  I  know,  my  great-grandfather,  like  Top.-y,  in  Uncle 
Tom's  Cabin,  "  ■jroiced." 

Perhaps  1  may  a])pear  to  those  who  hear  me  as  an  cgoik-t,  ami  e-pecially 
when  1  intri)iluce  my.-elf  as  tlie  first  character  in  mv  brief  ,-kt-teh  :  l}ut 
I  know  of  no  bett(,-r  way  to  Ijring  certain  facts  before  you  than  to  com- 
mence at  the  Ijottom  of  tlie  ladder  and  run  upwards.  My  name-  is  William 
C.  Hoyt;  am  a  lawyer,  and  r<.'-i<le  in  Detroit,  in  the  St.ite  of  I\liclliL^an ; 
am  a  married  man  without  childre'U.  —  tlierel'jre  there  will  be  no  d"-ren<hints 
from  me,  puzzhng  their  brains  over  old  reeurd.r.  tor  the  [>urpOse  ut    tracing 
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out  their  gonealogical  hi.-tory.  I  luive  tliree  lu-other?  and  one  si.-ter.  of 
which  number  I  am  the  ehlest.  AVe  hcUt-ve  (I  -peak  for  all)  that  we  sus- 
tain a  respectable  reputation  among  those  vrith  v.iiom  we  are  aeqnaintrih 

I  am  a  native  of  Tribes  Ilill.  Montgomery  County.  State  of  Xew  York : 
at  which  place  I  was  born  in  the  year  1815.  I^tly  father.  Jonathan  Iloyt. 
was  born  in  Greenhehl.  Saratoga  County,  New  York,  in  the  year  17'.*2. 
lie  was  a  physician,  and  emigrated  with  my  mutlier  and  one  small  cluld. 
two  years  old,  to  the  town  of  Aumra,  Erie  Couiuy,  New  Y(jrk.  His 
father,  mv  grandfather,  nami'd  Jonathan,  gavy  him.  as  he  lett  tor  the  la-t 
time  the  parental  roof,  his  blessing  and  good  wishes,  and  that  is  all :  with 
these  and  a  resolute  heart  he  penetrated  a  va~t  wilderness,  and  reached 
the  place  of  his  destination  in  the  year  1817.  He  died  with  an  at- 
tack of  the  apoplexy,  in  November.  18.30.  I  can  say  that  he  su.-tained 
a  good  reputation  aino;v:!;  his  jn-ofe^siunal  brethren,  and  those  with  whonj  he 
was  acquaintC'l.  He  wa-  a  triend  to  the  untbrrnnate  and  the  ])Oor  man.  I 
believe  that  no  man  in  waiu  ever  asked  his  a->-i-iauce  without  receiving  from 
his  benevolent  hand  proper  relief.  He  wa?  kin;l  to  the  poor  ;  he  understood 
his  profession,  and  had  an  extensive  practice  :  he  was  not,  in  a  scholastic 
sense  of  the  phrase,  a  learned  man,  but  possessed  that  native  sterling  com- 
mon sense,  winch,  after  all.  is  above  book-learnincr.  or  the  learning  of  the 
schools ;  he  understood  human  nature,  and  couid  easily  discern  the  diag- 
nosis of  a  disease,  and  prescribe  the  remedy.  He  was  supervisor  of  his 
town  for  eight  successive  years,  several  years  was  one  of  the  judge-  of 
the  county,  and  was  the  democratic  candidate  for  Congress,  against  Fill- 
more, in  1828.  He  rests  from  his  labors,  by  the  -ide  of  ids  companion,  my 
mother,  in  the  village  churchyard.  He  believed  that  there  should  be 
uo  distinction  in  the  grave,  that  the  haughty  monarch  and  humble  peasant 
should  lie  down  together  in  one  common  cemetery ;  and  there  sleeps  at  the 
feet  of  my  father  and  mother,  a  mulatto  girl,  once  a  servant  in  the  family. 
I  have  often  stood  by  the  stones  wdiicli  mark  the  spot  where  they  re-t.  and 
parental  lessons  have  crowded  my  memory ;  the  happy  hours  of  childhoi  nl 
have  passed  as  a  vision  before  me.  I  trust  that  I  have  heeded  the  instruc- 
tions wdnch  I  obtained  from  the  living,  and  which  vividly  appear  when  I 
look  at  their  graves. 

My  father  had  two  brothers  and  three  sisters,  all  of  whom  are  num- 
bered with  the  dead,  except  one  sister,  Mrs.  Lydia  Daa-row,  who  resides  in 
Greenfield,  New  York. 

I  must  now  travel  by  the  dim  light  of  tradition.  I  wander  in  a  hazy  at- 
mosphere, with  here  and  there  a  glimmer  of  snnliudit.  I  stop  on  my  jour- 
ney at  the  humble  cottase  of  my  great  grandfiulier,  wdio  resided  a  short 
time  during  the  Revolutionary  period  at  Poundridge,  Westche.-ter  County. 
New  York.  His  name  was  Gideon  Iloyt.  I  h:ive  now  found  the  end  of 
the  chain. 

My  great-grandfather,  at  an  early  day,  removed,  with  a  rolni-t.  healthy 
wife  and  several  stout  sons  and  daughters,  into  Gree-ntield,  New  York. 
It  is  said  that  good  old  Gideon  was  inferior  in  size  and  -trengtli  t(j  his  bet- 
ter half,  —  that  she  was  a  peculiar  woman,  and  >omewiiat  eccentric,  possess- 
ing good  common  sense,  economical,  and  con-eou'-ntly  a  helpmate  to  her 
meek  husband.  UndoiU>tedly  many  of  her  de-eendants  inherited  their 
physical  organization,  together  with  some  traits  of  character,  t'rom  this  good 
woman. 
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It  is  >aid  that  soon  nfu-v  .-ettling  in  Greentiel(],  wlicn  she  was  travohno: 
through  a  piece  of  Avoods  near  Jicr  home,  an  owl  ti en' down  i'nnn  a  tri;..', 
pei'ciiL-d  upon  the  old  lady's  bunnet,  and  liew  oif  with  it.  Vriiik'  on  the 
wing  witli  this  valuable  article  of  furnitui-e,  the  old  woman,  in  her  amaze- 
ment, t^xclaimed.  -  Art  thou  an  ancrel  of  light  or  of  darkness  ?  If  thoii 
art  an  angel  of  darkness,  get  th'/e  hence.  Satan,  for  I  am  none  of  tirine.  I 
belong  to  Mr.  Gilbert's  church.''  AVhether  any  of  the  feathered  .-I'erit.'s 
now  existing  would  covet  our  modern  style  of  ladies'  bonnets,  is  more  than 
I  can  .-ay;  and,  furthermore,  I  hope  and  beheve  that  the  descendants  of 
this  good  old  hidy  are  not  loyal  -ubji-cts  of  his  satanic  majesty. 

I  had  a  relative  —  I  suppose  the  brother  of  my  great-irrandfather 
—  commonly  known  by  the  name  of  '•  blind  Silas  lloyt."  He  possessed 
a  remarkable  memory.  It  is  ^aid  that  he  could  rept^at  any  verse  in  the 
Bible  to  which  his  attention  wa-  called.  Allow  me  to  inijuire  if  there  are 
here  any  of  the  rehitives  or  descendants  of  "  Idind  Silas  Hoyt." 

In  conclusion,  let  me  furthermore  inquire  if  there  are  here  anv  more  of 
the  descendants  or  kin  of  Giilcoa  Hoyt.  If  there  are.  let  us  briLTJiten  the 
chain  which  binds  us  together,  so  that  we  may,  while  living,  recognize  our 
affinity. 

Rev.  "NVillard  31.  Hoyt.  of  Chaumont,  N.  Y.,  addressed  the  convention, 
giving  a  partial  hi-tory  of  hi:-  ancestry,  and  illustrating  especially  the  re- 
ligious character  of  his  branch  of  the  family. 

Rev.  J.  Chester  Hoyt,  of  3Iodcna,  N.  Y..  read  two  genealogical  papers, — 
one  furnished  by  himself,  and  the  other  by  Thaddeus  Halt,  of  the  same 
place. 

Wm.  C.  Hoyt,  chairman  of  the  committee  of  arran.gements,  made  a 
brief  statement  of  the  contents  of  a  lavge  number  of  letters  v/hich  had 
been  received  by  the  local  committee,  but  which  could  not  be  road  for 
want  of  tiine.  The  names  of  the  writers  will  be  given  in  coimei.-tion  with 
the  list  of  persons  in  attendance.  One  was  from  Mile  A.  Hoyt,  Jr.,  a 
half-breed  Cherokee,  whose  wife  is  a  half-breed  Choctaw. 

"Wm.  C.  Hoyt  then  further  announced  that  he  found  himself  set  down 
for  a  speech,  and  that  he  .-hould  take  the  liberty  of  making  it  by  proxy. 
He  had  a  friend  present  who  lu-  knew  would  relieve  him,  and  he  needed 
no  apology  for  calling  out  the  lv"v.  E.  B.  Huntington,  author  of  the  Hun- 
tington Family  Memoir,  and  now  engaged  in  completing  the  Ili.-tory  of 
Stamford. 

In  playful  ju-tihcation  of  iiresuming  to  respond  to  such  a  call,  Mr. 
Huntington  gave  the  following  bit  of  Hoyt-IIuntington  hi-tory  :  — 

One  hundred  and  seventy--tn-en  years  ago  the  twcnty-s:/coiid  of  last 
month,  one  of  your  bold  lieutenant  boys  ot'  that  milirai-y  age,  Tuo.mas, 
grand-on  of  your  hrst  Massachusetts  Juiix.  took  the  liberty  whirh  young 
men  in  all  good  families  are  wont  to  take,  made  a  .sueocs-ful  incur.-ioji  into 
our  Iluiitinu-ton  lines,  and  took  caiuive  uur  maidiady  Klizaboth,  great- 
granddaugluer  of    my  grcat-grandfa.ther's   great-grandfather   Simon.     We 
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yielded  her  up  quiutly,  as  our  pledge  of  permanent  peace  between  the  two 
houses. 

In  aood  time,  eleven  Huntimrton-IIoyts  graced  tlieir  union.  lit  still 
later  days,  fifty-three  graudchildrfU  did  thum  no  dix/rt'iiit  ;  and  then  one 
hundred  and  twenty-one  great-grandchildren  prolonged  the  honor,  to  l)e  still 
increased  by  their  one  hundred  and  twenty-iive  children,  making  three 
hundred  and  ten  Hoyts  who  owe  somewhat  of  the  human  that  is  in  them 
to  the  same  blood  of  which  we  Huntingtons  are  so  proud.  These  all  are 
my  cousins  as  well  as  yours ;  so  that  ^carcely^an  alien  am  I  here  in  your 
family  gathering. 

But  personal  attachments,  no  less  than  family  ties,  he  continued,  may 
justify  my  response  to  your  call.  I  can  never  t'orget  one  of  your  name, 
my  classmate  and  bosom  friend  in  college,  the  gifted  and  scholarly,  the 
noble-hearted  and  chivalric  Joseph  Ginsox,  so  long  tlie  popular  professor 
in  Exeter  Academy,  and  at  last  the  honored  chancellor  of  Wa-hington 
University.  Missouri.  Prematurely  gone,  had  he  been  here  in  this  family 
greeting,  what  cheer  there  \V(juld  liave  been  in  those  eloriuent  tones  and 
words  !  I  may  only  stop  to  .-ay  of  him,  tliat  not  the  Hoyts  only,  Imt  the 
world  of  letters,  of  thought  and  of  enterpri-e,  lo>t  more  than  we  shall  ever 
know  when   his   too  early  grave   closed   over  the  form   of   your   Joseph 

GiBSOX   HOYT. 

But  professionally,  as  historian  of  a  town  notoriously  Hoyty  from  the 
beginning,  I  am  sup[)Osed  to  know  a  thing  or  two  about  your  doings  here, 
which  }'ou  may  v,i-ii  to  know,  and  which  our  modest  cousin,  who  took  such 
liberties  just  now  with  my  name,  might  not  be  willing  to  report. 

To  begin,  then,  at  the  beginning,  begging  pardon  nf  the  Nestor  of  your 
family  historians,  you  were  here  in  vStamford  in  IGil.  Tiio.^tAS.  wdiose 
name  our  local  contemporaneous  record  spells  hijoute.  with  a  little  h, 
received  at  that  date  2  acres  homelot  and  2^  acres  woodland.  Se|jtember 
9,  1G-3G,  this  Thomas  died,  when  his  will  shows  he  had  given  to  Stamtbrd 
five  children,  Caleb,  Ruth,  wife  of  John  Wescott,  Rebecca,  Thomas,  and 
Deborah. 

Probably,  also,  at  the  same  early  date,  Simox,  a  brother  of  Thomas, 
took  his  place  among  our  pioneers.  At  any  rate,  at  his  death,  March  7, 
1657,  he  had  given  to  the  town,  with  his  estate  of  £225.  seven  children, — 
Moses,  Jo.-hua,  Samuel,  Benjamin,  Mrs.  Thomas  Lyon,  Mrs.  Samuel  Finch, 
and  Mrs.  Samuel  Firman,  —  making  in  these  two  families,  whom  1  suppose 
to  have  been  the  progenitors  of  your  entire  Stamford  branch,  tluis  early, 
twelve  souls,  of  whom  six  transmitted  the  Hoyt  name  as  well  as  blood  to 
your  wonderfully  prosperous  and  prolific  race.  That  long  list,  of  coiu'se,  I 
shall  not  attempt  to  recite.  You  will  like  to  learn  that  our  records  for  two 
hundred  and  twenty-five  years  have  given  you  an  honorable  position, 
making  you  second  to  but  one  tamily,  the  interminabh/  Scofiekl-,  in  num- 
bers, and  to  none,  in  social  position  and  wealth. 

Turning  to  our  revolutionary  period,  I  liml  the  name-;  of  seventeen  of 
your  family  enrolled  in  the  patriot  army,  of  whom  ^nut  was  the  excellent 
soldier  and  accomplished  officer,  Colonel  Joseph  Ilovr;  while  our  town 
history  recites  the  spirited  doings,  out  of  tin-  rank-,  ot'  -tiil  others  ot'  your 
patriot  dead  of  that  day,  not  omitting  tJie  -unniuu-y  ca-tiuatioii  wliich  your 
plucky  Captain  Tiial>deus  administered  to  his  nuiurious  cow-boy  neigh- 
bor. 
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In  civil  service  I  find  on  our  li-t  of  Si:ii?ctiaen  the  nnmes  of  sevrTiteen, 
whose  uiuttjj  .service  covei-ed  one  hundi-ed  and  twenty  years.  —  '.'tie  of 
whom,  Ca]>tain  Jc'XATn.vx,  servci  [iiu  town  [v.-enty-uine  years.  Of  ruijrc- 
sentatives  in  tlie  Stare  Leuislafiir'.-.  you  have  su])[)iied  ten  names,  of  wiiom 
the  same  Jonatlian  ^at  witli  tlie  LM^i^iature  tor  sixty-four  sessions,  lietwceu 
the  years  172-4  and  17 Go.  Three  'A  your  name  have  been  town-cderks  here, 
and  for  forty-live  years  our  record-  teii  of  their  faithfuhiess.  How  you 
hold  out  in  your  family  race  appears  quite  satisfactorily  in  the  current 
annals  of  the  town.  You  give  us  tiiis  year  titty-mno  voters,  about  one 
twenty-second  the  entire  vote  of  tlie  town,  and  you  may  beheve  that  your 
kinsmen  here  will  stand  a  iair  chance  to  take  care  of  all  the  Hoyt  ini crests 
which  may  be  as-ailed. 

Our  assessment  liris  show  this  still  more  distinctly.  Last  year,  ao'ainst 
the  names  of  these  sharp  managers  who  still  wear  tlie  family  name 
among  us,  I  find  standing  about  one-twelfth  of  all  the  proi'crty  ot  the 
town,  showing  where  a  good  deal  of  tlie  property  which  we,  who  are  not 
Hoyts,  don't  own,  has  gone  to.  Even  our  young  America  is  full  of  them, 
counting  on  our  school  list  last  year  not  fewer  than  sixty,  making  a  list  of 
your  minor  names  of  a')out  one  hundred  and  thirty,  sliowing  i)retty  con- 
clusively, iMr.  Presi'l.:'iit,  that  your  tribe  iu  Stamford  are  not  likely  lu  die 
out  this  year  at  any  rate. 

David  AV.  Iloyt,  of  Rhode  I-land,  responded,  as  a  de-cendant  of  the 
Lieutenant  Thomas  Iloyt  to  whom  Mr.  Huntington  alluded  at  the  com- 
mencement of  his  remarks,  and  called  attention  to  some  points  of  simi- 
larity in  the  early  hk-tory  of  the  Hoyts  and  Iluntingtons.  The  sjieaker 
then  exhibited  a  genealogical  chart  which  had  been  brougiit  frum  ^>ew 
York  City,  giving  the  pedigree  of  Gabriel  Purdy  Belts  Ibyt.  lit-  tlien. 
by  refpie-t.  read  ••  A  PJiyming  Address,"  written  ibr  the  ocea-ion  by  David 
Henry  White,  of  Stamford. 

After  singing  the  Doxology,  adjourned  to  half-past  seven  o'clock  in  the 
evening, 

EVENIXG    SeSSIOX,    FlRST    DaY. 

Met  according  to  adjournment,  at  half-past  seven  o'clock,  the  President 
iu  the  chair,  and  commenced  the  services  by  singing. 

David  W.  Iloyt.  of  Phode  I-land.  read  a  paper  relating  to  the  E:>.rly 
History  of  the  Huyt  Xanie  and  Familv,  which  will  be  found  appended  to 
this  report,  slightly  abridged. 

Rev.  Ralph  Iloyt.  of  New  York  City,  was  then  introduced.  After 
an  entertaining  ex[i!anation  of  tlie  ditHculties  of  winning  at  home. 
all  alone,  the  family  muse,  and  as-uring  hi-  audience  that  tlielr  gi'eet- 
ings  and  cheer  had  tarnished  the  needed  inspiration,  he  read  tlie  foli  jwiug 
poem :  — 
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OUR     F  A  ^I I  L  Y     X  A  31  E  . 


"We  sin;;-  our  name,  Init  not  to  claim 

Priority  ut-  orlicr,  ; 
For  tliL'V  ami  ^vc  are  from  one  tree, 

Ami  all  mankind  are  brothers. 
Nor  iloos  it  claim  to  rhyme  witli  Tame, 

Yet  'tis  with  honor  blemk-.l, 
For  11  and  O.  in  Hoyt,  you  kno\v, 

From  Honor  are  descended. 

A  NOBLE  XAMF  — but  ■(vheiico  it  Came, 

I  know  the  merest  moiety  : 
In  sooth,  to  me,  our  pediLn-ee 

Seems  rather  —  "  Hoyty-toity." 
Had  it  been  mine  to  iie  the  Vino, — 

The  patriarch  Cucumber 
Whence  we  have  ^-rown,  —  we  sliould  have 
known 

Each  other  now  by  —  number. 

A  WORKING  na:me  —  for  we  can  frame 

All  sorts  of  thinc;-<  tn-L'ther ; 
A  house,  a  bark,  a  .-hrewd  remark, 

Ur  stories  —  touudi  as  leather; 
Can  make  a  law  and  pick  a  tlaw, 

(But  cannot  pick  a  pocket,) 
Yet  what  is  worse,  can  write  you  verse, 

As  spiteful  as  —  a  rocket ! 

An  honest  na.aie — that  in  tlie  game 

Of  war  is  nor  —  a  Tniitor  : 
Nor  do  vou  see  H-(J-Y-T 

Spell-"  shoddy  speculator;  " 
Nor  lend  its  aiii  to  "  trick>  of  trade," 

Nor  "swindling  corporation," 
Nor  to  apjdaud  a  "  ]iious  fraud," 

Or  stain  a  reputation. 


;  It  loves  romance,  and  aye,  the  glance 
j       Of  woman.  TOutli,  and  beauty, 
I  And  reverend  a^-e,  but  most  tiie  ]iage 
I       Of  Sacred  Truth  and  'luty. 
I  In  every  Art  it  bears  a  part, 
I       In  every  Profession, 
And  with  the  Press  ir  mak^s,  "  I  guess," 
A  very  deep  "  imin-ession." 

Brave    name  —  that    dares    the    fiercest 
cares 

That  rise  in  life's  commotion. 
Still  steering  strong  its  course  along 

The  world's  rein]iestuou3  ocean; 
Aiiil  knows  no  fear  if  still  it  hear 

Its  truth  and  manhood  cryimr. 
Up,  Iloyt,  once  more,  and  reach  the  shore 

With  all  your  colors  Hying  ! 

Where  thrice  the  clang  of  confticc  rang, 

And  liberty  was  weeiiin^: ; 
And  valiant  men,  o'er  hill  anTi  L;-len, 

In  martial  ranks  were  sweeping ; 
Upon  the  scrtiil,  tlie  miglity  roll 

'.>f  battle's  bloody  Story," 
We  point  with  pride  to  those  who  died 

To  give  our  name  to  glory  ! 

O'er  all  tlic  States,  the  Hoyts.  and  Halts, 

And  Hyatt-  v.-i;l,j  are  spreadin-- ; 
And  people  say  that  every  day  — 
We  have  a  birth,  and  —  >VL-d.lin--  ! 
;  Hail,  gallant  band  !     We'll  till  ilic  land 
>      With  Freedom's  son^  and  ilauLriiti-rs ; 
I  And  Stamford  town,  of  oM  renown, 
;       Shall  alwavs  be —  Head-ouai-ters  ! 


A  GENEROUS  NAME  —  that  kecps  the  flame 

Of  friendship  brightly  bui-ning. 
And  opes  its  doors  an.l  ample  stores 

To  all  the  tribe  rerurninu'' 
As  we  are  here,  with  festive  cheer, 

Like  Jack  and  Jenny  Horner, 
To  tell  our  tale  an^l  ipnilf  uur  ale, 

I'  the  ancient  r'linuiev  corner. 


Now  raise  the  song,  sincere  and  strong. 

For  all  our  entertainers  ! 
God  bless  the  fold,  tlie  youncr,  the  old, 

The  cottages  and  n-ianors  ! 

Be  this  our  vow  :    Unitcil  now, 

We'll  ever  he  true-iiearted, 

I  Uiiril  abuve  wc  im.-et  in  love, 

i      And  nev(;rnioie  be  narted. 


Ilcnry  Iloyt,  of  Massachusetts,  made  a  farewell  arWress. 

Descended  from  tlie  Doerlirld  Iloyt-^.  he  recounted  with  enthu-ii-m  the 
trials  to  which  his  aiice.-^tors  wen^  rxiiOM-d  in  the  d;iy~  >■['  the  <>h\  Indian 
wars.  lie  confirmed  what  h:id  been  i-cpe-ateddy  claimed  by  the  ^j.c-tik.-rs, 
the  earno-tly  religious  and  loyal  characier  of  the  name.  TenderinLT  his 
kia;mea  hi.-  renewed  congnituiations  on  the  ^uccess  of  this  tirst  family  meet- 


RECOHD    OF    ruOCEEDIXG?.  13 

iug.  lie  wi^:]led  k>r  them  all  a  ^iu\>e^-t'ul  liie  and  a,  bli.~>tul  future.  Ho  r^duct- 
antlv  badr  tliem  an  atli/ciionate  aiiieii.  to  answer  a  suuniioii>  i>y  T(jir-rai)!t 
to  the  iii'iUidt.'  or  I'uneral  serviee  ot  ins  dying  brother.  Dr.  George  lioyt, 
late  of  Bo-ton. 

A  motion  was  made  and  carried  to  change  the  hour  of  the  morning 
session  from  nine  o'clock  to  ten  o'clock,  A.  M.,  and  the  meeting  was  ad- 
journed to  that  hour. 

\  Thursday,  June  21. 

MoiiNixG   Session,   Last  Day. 

The  meeting  was  called  to  order  by  the  President,  at  ten  o'clock,  and 
opened  by  singing  the  hymn  commencing,  ••  Cetbre  Jehovaii's  awfid 
throne." 

The  following  resolution  was  offered  and  passed  :  — 

J^esoh-ed,  That  we  organize  ourselves  into  a  permanent  a.--,>ociation,  and 
that  for  this  ])ur[)o^e  the  chair  appoint  a  committee  which  ,-lia!l  repL.rt,  as 
soon  as  convenient,  a  plan  of  organization. 

The  following  committee  was  appointed  under  the  above  resolution,  and 
retired  tor  consultation. 

Committee  on  Plan  for  Permanent    Organization. 

Dr.  William  H.  IIoyt.  New  York.  William  C.  LIoyt,  Es(}.,  Midii-jan. 

Dr.  Exos  IIOYT.  Mas-arhnsL'tt--.  Gen.  IIkxry  'SI.  Ib.A'T,  I'mnvyivania. 

lion.  Joseph  G.  Hoy'T.  Maine.  Willia:*!  11.  Hoyt,  ^'L■rDlout. 
Joseph  B.  Hoyt.  Connecticut. 

The  records  of  the  preceding  afternoon  and  evening  were  read  and 
approved. 

Rev.  Cornelius  A.  IIoyt,  of  Ohio,  read  portions  of  a  paper  upon  the 
life  of  his  father,  Eev.  Ai;d  IIoyt,  the  missionary.  This  address  is 
printed  in  full  in  the  latter  part  of  this  report. 

Voted,  that  the  evening  session  be  held  at  Seely's  Hall,  and  that  the 
time  be  devoted  to  social  intercourse. 

Rev.  James  IIoyt,  of  New  Jersey,  oifered  the  following  resolutions, 
which  were  passed  :  — 

1.  Resolved,  That  we  fovor  the  publication  of  a  complete  History  of 
the  IIoyt  Family,  including  au  account  of  liie  present  meeting  and  a  roil 
of  the  Iloyts  in  attendance. 

2.  Resolved,  That  we   solicit  papers  of  hi.-tory  and   genealogy  from  all 
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the  branches  nf  our  trilie.  to  1)6  placed  in   the   hands   of  Prof.    David  W. 
Hoyt,  p.^  material  for  the  above-nametl  work. 

3.  ResrJrod.  That  Rev.  Elijah  15.  Huntington,  of  Stamford,  be  respect- 
fully solicited  to  contriljute  to  the  work  the  statements  made  in  this  meet- 
ing yesterday,  and  any  other  hi-ti)rical  matter  which  may  be  pertinent, 
and  which  he  may  Ije  able  to  furnish. 

The  committee  on  permanent  orp'anization  reported  a  plan  for  that  pur- 
pose, through  their  chairman.  Dr.  William  Henry  Hoyt,  of  Syracuse, 
N.  Y.  After  receiving  two  or  three  slight  ameiidmeuts,  the  report  stood 
as  follows  :  — 

Art.  1.  The  name  of  this  Association  shall  be 

The  Hoyt  Family  Uniox, 

of  which  all  bearing  the  name  are  nK-mbers. 

Art.  2.  The  object  of  this  organization  shall  be,  first,  to  collect  and  publish 
facts  relating  to  the  genealogy  of  the  Hoyt  family:  and.  secondly,  to  preserve  a 
love  for  our  ancestors,  for  each  other,  for  our  country,  and  for  God. 

Art.  3.  There  shall  be  a  permanent  committee,  composed  of  one  from  each 
State  represented  at  this  meetinGr. 

Art.  -i.  TliL-re  shall  be  auxiliary  committees  appointed  in  each  State,  who  shall 
report  to  the  permanent  committee  all  materials  contributed  to  theui. 

H.  M.  Hoyt,  Sccretarjj.  William  Hexry  Hoyt.  Chairman. 


The  above  report  was  adopted,  and  a  permanent  committee  appointed, 
with  power  to  fill  vacancies.  The  names  of  this  committee  will  ai)pear 
hereafter. 

The  roll  of  members  in  attendance  was  read  and  corrected,  and  many 
additions  were  made. 

Rev.  Jesse  T.  Teck,  D.  D..  of  Peekskill,  N.  Y.,  late  of  California, 
grandson  of  Ruth  Iloyt,  of  Danbury,  Conn.,  was  now  introduced,  and 
addressed  the  family. 

He  belonged  to  the  Pecks,  a  wonderfully  prolitic  race,  but  never  so 
much  so  as  since  the  day  which  joined  to  theirs  the  fjriune'i  of  thi'  gi.)ud 
Ruth  Hoyt.  Their  rate  since  then  had  been,  not  according  to  the  first 
rule  of  arithmetic,  nor  yet  the  third,  but  at'ter  the  higher  law  of  geometri- 
cal progression.  Rising  from  the  humorous  tone,  the  doctor,  in  a  tew 
well-con^idered  thoughts,  set  forth  the  appropriate  and  invaluable  u-e  of 
such  occasions  of  family  meetino'  as  this.  They  will  ^onn'uiiat  lUdiiify 
the  ultra  democratic  tendencies  of  oar  country  and  aire.  Thiy  wiii  bind 
us  together  more  lirmly,  and  we  -hall  lind  that  ilic  increased  intert;~t  now 
arising  in  the~e  fuuily  gatherings  and  histories  will  be  seen  to  have  its 
ground  in  sound  reasons. 
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A'ljournpfl  for  a  few  moments  to  the  front  of  tlie  church,  that  a  photo- 
graph of  the  thmily  uiiyht  be  taken  by  Whitney  ifc  Paradise,  of  585 
Broadway,  New  York,  as  previously  arranged.  Tiie  dimensions  of  tlie  pic- 
ture are  9  by  1.3  inches,  and  akhough  it  contains  about  five  hundred 
likenesses,  yet  a  majority  of  tliern  can  l)e  recogiiized.  Prominent  in  the 
foreground  may  be  seen  the  President,  Oliver  Iloyt,  Rev.  Dr.  Peck,  and 
others. 

After  returning  to  the  church,  the  secretary  of  the  permanent  commit- 
tee announced  the  results  of  their  deliberations.  The  following  are  the 
officers  of 

The  Hott  Family  Uxiox. 

President,  Joseiti  B.  Hoyt,  Stamford,  Conn. 
Secretary,  David  W.  Hoyt,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Permanent   Committee. 

Maine  —  Hon.  Joseph  G.  Hoyt,  Farniington. 
New  HAJirsiiiRE —  Aaron  R.  Hoyt,  Sandwich. 
Vermont  —  William  Henry  Hoyt,  Burlington. 
Massachusetts  —  Dr.  Enos  Hoyt,  Framingham. 
Rhode  Island  —  David  \V.  Hoyt,  Providence, 
Connecticut^— Joseph  B.  Hoyt,  Stamford. 
New  York  —  Dr.  "William  Henry  Hoyt,  Syracuse. 
New  Jersey  —  Rev.  James  Hoyt,  Orange. 
Pennsylvania — Gen.  Henry  M.  Hoyt.  Wilkesbarre. 
Ohio  —  Rev.  Prof.  Cornelius  A.  Hoyt,  Oberlin. 
Indiana  —  Prof.  Benjamin  T.  Hoyt,  Greencastle. 
Illinois — James  L.  Hoyt,  Woodstock. 
Michigan  —  William  C.  Hoyt,  Esq.,  Detroit. 
Wisconsin  —  John  W.  Hoyt,  Madison. 
Minnesota  —  Gould  R.  Hoyt,  Lake  City. 
Iowa  —  Charles  Hoyt,  South  English. 
Tennessik  —  Rev.  Prof.  James  W.  Hoyt,  Nash\-ille. 
California  —  Ira  G.  Hoitt,  San  Francisco. 
New  Brunswick  —  Leopold  A.  Hoyt,  Hillsborough. 
Nova  Scotia  —  Jt^se  Hoyt,  New  Glasgow. 

PuhUcation  Committee.  —  David  W.  Hoyt,  of  Rhode  Lland ;  Rev.  Jauiea 
Hoyt,  of  New  Jersey  ;  Rev.  AVilliam  C.  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  Conn. 

The  permanent  committee  accepted  the  Hoyt  Family  Hi.-)tory,  [)ublished 
by  the  secretary  in  1S57,  as  the  basis  of  the  work  to  be  issued  by  the 
Union. 

They  committed  the  appointment  of  auxiliary  committees  and  the  coUec- 
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tion  of  information  in  each  vState  to  the  memijer  of  the  permanent  com- 
mittee from  that  State,  and  directed  that  lie  should  re})ort  to  the  .-ccretary 
all  matter  relatinLT  to  the  history  of  the  family,  and  to  Kev.  James  IL^yt, 
of  Orange.  N.  J.,  all  sul»scri{)tion5  to  the  proposed  work. 

Thi'v  directed  the  secretaiy  to  prepare  a  circular  with  blank  forms  to  be 
used  liy  the  committee  in  collecting  intbrmation. 

They  recommended  that  another  family  meeting  be  held,  the  time  and 
place  to  be  determined  hereafter. 

The  secretary  requested  that  each  member  of  the  family  -Ik mid  write 
hi-  name  and  address  on  the  back  of  the  ticket  used  for  aihnissiun  to  the 
hall  where  ihe  collation  was  to  be  given. 

After  the  above  announcements  by  the  permanent  committee,  it  wa3 
voted  that  a  report  of  the  proceedings  of  the  meeting  be  published  in 
pamphlet  form.  Various  propositions  were  made  in  regard  to  raising  the 
necessary  means;  but  the  whole  matter  was  finally  referred  to  the  publica- 
tion committee.  They  appointed  R,_-v.  J.  Chester  Iloyt,  of  Modena.  X.  Y., 
and  Leopold  A.  Iloyt,  of  New  Brunswick,  to  pass  around  tlie  hall  and 
obtain  contributions  lor  that  purpose  during  the  collation.  These  gentle- 
men attended  to  the  duty  assigned  them,  and  passed  to  the  committee 
$103.-2o  thus  collected. 

On  motion  of  David  W.  Hoyt,  of  Rhode  Island,  the  following  resolution 
was  heartily  and  unanimously  adopted  :  — 

lieso/red.  That  the  thanks  of  this  body  be  tendered  to  the  members  of 
our  family  in  thi-  place  who  have  so  generously  provided  for  our  comfort, 
to  the  citizens  of  this  town  tor  the  hospitalities  so  freely  tendered  us.  and 
to  the  churcb.es  of  this  place  which  have  oti'ered  us  the  free  use  of  their 
places  of  worship. 

The  following  was  also  unanimously  adopted :  — 

Eesolveil  That  we  acknowledge  ourselves  deeply  indebted  to  those  gen- 
tlemen comp()^ing  the  committee  who  have  for  the  pa~t  year  de-voted  so 
much  of  their  valuable  time  to  making  arrangement-^  necessary  for  this 
happy  and  joyous  gathering  of  the  members  of  our  tribe. 

Ailjourncd  to  Seely's  Hall,  to  partake  of  a  collation  pro\id(Hl  by  the 
Stamlbrd  lloyts,  and  enlivened  with  music  by  the  Stamford  liand.  AI)out 
five  hundred  members  of  the  family  were  seated  at  the  tables  and  did 
ample  ju-tice  to  the  substantial  food  and  delicacies  of  the  ,-ea-^on  which 
had  bt-en  provided  in  such  variety  and  abundance  by  an  unsparing  hand. 

On  account  of  the  lateness  of  the  hour,  and  other  engagements,  no 
speeches  were  made  till  evening. 
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Daring  the  afternoon,  Whitney  &  Paradise  photographed  the  residence 
of  Joseph  B.  Hoyf,  on  Xoroton  Hill,  with  some  eiglity  or  ninety  members 
of  the  family  a-sembhjd  on  the  lawn  in  the  foreground.  Two  necratives 
were  obtained,  of  the  same  size  as  the  one  taken  at  the  church  ;  but  the 
location  and  h'ght  being  much  better,  most  of  the  likenesses  are  more 
perfect,  furnishing  good  photographs  of  many  prominent  meml)ers  of  the 
family.  A  portion  of  the  company  tlien  repaired  to  the  residence  of 
Ohver  Iloyt,  where  another  photograph  was  taken. 

Evening   Session,  Last  Day. 

The  last  meeting  of  the  fomily  was  held  in  Seely's  Hall,  with  the  settees 
arranged  for  free  circulation  and  private  chatting,  if  the  members  desired. 

Rev.  Cornelius  A.  Hoyt,  of  Ohio,  being  called  upon  by  the  President  for 
a  speech,  related  ati  amusing  anecdote  of  riding  to  one  of  his  appointments 
on  a  horse,  which  h^  afterwards  learned  had  been  trained  to  the  race- 
course. 

Being  overtaken  by  a  company  of  rowdies  mounted  and  on  their  way  to 
a  horse-race,  he  was  compelled  to  fall  into  line,  ••  hail  lellows  well  met," 
and  to  continue  his  ride  with  them  full  speed  for  some  time  before  he  could 
rein  in  his  horse  suthciently  to  dismount,  winning  the  hi^'iie-t  coni[>liment3 
of  the  jolly  roughs,  and  cutting  a  figure  not  very  con^i^tent  with  minis- 
terial dignity.      He  then  gave  the  following  sentiment  :  — 

"The  members  of  the  Hoyt  Family — While  traveling  on  the  hicrh  road 
of  virtue,  with  their  faces  Zinn-ward.  may  tliey  ever  be  careful  not  to  let 
the  animal  carry  them  a-ide  into  the  race-paths  of  the  world." 

Leopold  A.  Hoyt,  of  New  Brunswick,  a  descendant  of  one  of  the 
Hoyts  who  emigrated  to  that  province  during  the  revolutionary  period, 
greeted  the  Hoyts  of  the  States,  in  the  name  of  their  kindred  in  the  Prov- 
inces. He  referred  to  the  emigration  of  the  Hoyts  to  New  Brunswick, 
and  spoke  of  the  character  and  traits  of  that  branch  of  the  family,  repre- 
senting them  to  b'^  high-toned,  honorable,  and  Christian  people. 

Notice  was-  here  given  that  Rev.  James  Hoyt  would  receive  the 
names  of  those  wishing  a  copy  of  the  work  soon  to  be  published,  giving 
the  genealogical  history  of  the  family. 

Rev.  Luther  W.  Peck,  of  Pennsylvania,  nephew  of  the  Dr.  Peck  who 
had  previously  spoken,  heartily  congratulated  the  family  on  the  au~picious 
circumstances  of  the  meeting,  when  the  national  flag  is  again  floating  in 
honor  everywhere,  and  alluded  in  glowing  terms  to  the  military  and  civil 
qualities  of  our  Shermans. 

Dr.  William  H.  Hoyt,  of  Syracu-e,  N.  Y.,  was  called  fur  and  made  a  few 
remarks,  alluding  to  the  presence  of  his  venerable  father,  Caleb  Hoyt,  of 
Salina,  N.  Y.,  who  is  over  ninety  years  of  age. 
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Eev.  Samuel  P.  Ilalsey,  of  Stamford,  was  then  called  out  and  read  the 
following  "  jingle  "  :  — 

"  The  IIoyts  are  comixo ! "  was  the  sound  we  heard; 
For  the  ilovts  make  room  at  the  tkmilv  board  : 
From  the  Xortli  and  South,  t'rom  the  West  and  East, 
They  are  coming  up  to  tlie  joyous  feast. 

The  Hoyts  have  come,  but  how  little  we  knew 
The  size  of  the  tree  where  the  family  grew: 
But  catchiu!!  a  glimn^e  of  the  bier  and  tlie  little, 
We  lighted  the  "tire  and  put  on  the  '•  kittle." 

They  are  here  of  all  sizes,  the  fat  and  the  lean, 
The  fathers  and  mothers,  the  ripe  and  the  green. 
The  boys  and  the  maiiiens.  the  babies  came  too, 
To  see  what  the  Hoyts  were  intending  to  do. 

A  HoYT  "  all  over  "  *  was  called  to  the  chair, 
And  helped  in  his  labors  by  suuIl'S  of  the  fair, 
"While  others  were  ordered  their  titles  to  prove 
To  a  right  in  the  kinship,  or  "  pack  up  and  move." 

And  while  some  could  prove  by  their  generous  weight, 
That  they  were  descendants  of  Snrox  the  Great, 
Some  others  appeared,  as  proud  as  the  best, 
And  claimed  their  descent  from  Waltek  the  Blest. 

But  while  some  are  great  in  physical  cifts, 
And  some  with  their  "  tin  "  have  made  glorious  shifts. 
The  fair  ones  come  forward  and  boldly  declare, 
The  smaller  the  bundles,  the  richer  they  are. 

The  young  men,  impressed  with  such  pointed  remarks, 

Believe  they  are  truth,  and  tly  oif  into  sparks, 

Until  the  sparks  catch,  and  the  llames  brightly  glow, 

"When  their  questions  are  "  popped,"  and  are  answered,  ''  Just  so." 

Thus  the  IIoyts  in  their  lives  have  been  spending  their  time 
In  spreaduig  the  fruits  of  their  lamily  vine. 
Until  we  to-day  are  permitted  to  view 
Our  town  overrun,  not  by  all,  but  a  few. 

And  when  we  perceive  a  face  that  is  new, 
We  boldly  step  forth,  with  "  ]\Ir.  Hoyt,  how  d'ye  do  V  " 
For  we  knrjw  there  can  be  no  chance  ibr  mistake, 
When  so  many  have  come  of  the  feast  to  partake. 

Here  cousins  can  kiss  without  any  harm, 
As  the  poison  is  deadened  by  a  family  ehann ; 
And  while  stranger  ^  dare  not  their  aid  to  intrude, 
1  know  they  all  wish  they  belonged  to  the  "  brood." 

♦  Oliver  Hoyt. 
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The  danger  now  is.  o,s  our  citizens  tear, 

That  i'l'-u-  names  wiil  smmd  so  lonely  and  queer, 

That  they  Tviil  desire,  at  the  next  Lenisiature, 

To  apply  tor  a  change  iu  their  name  and  their  nature. 

If  old  fathers  Simon  and  Walter  could  come 
And  see  their  de>eeudanis  so  crowded  for  room, 
I  think  they  would  feel  as  they  ne'er  felt  before, 
And  rejoice  iu  the  fruit  that  went  out  from  theu-  door. 

But  -while  in  the  church  our  friends  were  quite  staid, 
And  listened  to  all  tliar  was  pleasantly  said, 
"We  learned  at  the  fvi^t  that  when  tin-y  are  free, 
They  still  know  the  meiiniug  of  "  hoity-toity.'' 

The  ajred  were  joyous,  the  young  full  of  glee, 
The  mothers  all  proud  oi'  their  no-bil-i-ty ; 
While  he  who  presided  "mid  knit'e  and  tbrk  din, 
Commanded  us  ail  to  -  deploy  and  go  iu  i  " 

His  command  was  well  heeded,  and  the  victory  won, 

"While  the  flag  of  the  lioyts  now  welcomes  the  sun,  '-' 

And  the  sturdy  youiiL'  iirave?  whom  we  saw  in  the  van 

Are  all  for  the  cxiu^,  but  uut  to  a  max. 

"We  rejoice  in  their  pluck :  we  honor  their  choice, 
And  bid  them  God-.-peed  with  unanimous  voice, 
And  trust  that  when  next  they  shall  visit  our  town. 
They  may  ail  'oe  united,  and  that  to  a  "  gown." 

But  as  they  depart  from  this  family  scene, 

Way  they  often  revert  to  this  spot  so  green. 

And  think  of  the  pleasures  these  hours  have  eivcn, 

"Which  speak  of  re-uuiou  with  dear  ones  iu  Heaven. 

And  should  you  again  need  a  pleasant  retreat, 

"Where  as  brothers  and  cousins  you  securely  may  meet, 

"We  trust  you'll  remember  our  beautiful  town. 

And  with  Hoyt  as  }our  motto,  "  dress  up  and  come  down." 

We  hope,  as  time  passes,  our  town  to  enlarge, 
And  trust  we'll  be  able,  and  that  without  charge. 
To  welcome  you  all,  unless  greatly  increased. 
To  our  beautiful  homes  and  a  glorious  feast. 

But  should  this  be  the  la--t  of  your  meetings  below, 
Eemember  that  bourn  viiither  all  must  soon  go, 
And  strive  so  to  Uve  th.-it  in  heaven  above 
You  may  all  be  encircled  with  a  halo  of  love. 

David  W.  Hoyt.  of  Rliodc  I,-land,  stated  that  by  attendinir  this  gather- 
ing he  bad  gained  a  much  better  idea  of  the  magnitude  of  the  task  im- 
posed upon  him, —  that  of  preparing  a  thinily  history.  Y>y  requ(^st  ho 
read  some  lines  written  by  David  .^.leniy  Wliite,  of  Stamford,  intended  as 
a  play  upon  words,  in  whicii  thii-ty  words  and  phrases  are  made  to  rhyme 
with  Ilojjt. 
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Gen.  Henry  il.  Iloyt,  of  Pennsylvania,  next  addressed  the  meeting. 

He  knew  that  he  but  expres-ed  the  common  sentiment,  regret  that  we 
ma~t  now  separate,  when  we  have  scareelv  got  our  names  and  faces  asso- 
ciared.  and  just  as  our  new  acquaintance  is  ripening  into  true  re-pect  and 
love.  "We  shall  go  hence  better  men  and  women,  now  that  we  have 
organized  this  family  savings-bank,  into  which  each  can  deposit  his  con- 
tribution to  the  aggregate  integrity  and  honor  of  the  tribe.  The  family  is 
now  upon  a  firm  and  reliable  footing,  right  side  up,  the  pyramid  not  "  httle 
end  down."  Our  foundations  are  laid  wide  and  deep.  The  shout  cf 
our  victory  and  success  is  borne  to  us  from  all  quarters.  From  the  tigures 
he  had  heard  mentioned,  he  concluded  that  the  family  are  doing  their 
full  share  with  the  *•  revenue  collector."  The  speaker  referred  to  the 
sturdy  character  of  his  own  ancestry,  and  some  early  incidents  in  the 
settlement  of  the  Wyoming  Valley,  now  famous  in  story  and  in  song. 
He  should  leave  the  hail  in  the  full  belief  that  the  family  has  an  an- 
cestry worth  imitating,  and  a  history  worth  studying — a  past  to  preserve, 
a  present  to  cheri.-h  and  improve,  and  a  future  to  adorn.  He  then  ^poke 
in  the  highest  terms  of  the  generous  ho?pitaliLy  of  the  Stamford  Hoyts, 
and  closed  with  the  following  sentiment :  — 

"The  long  life,  health,  and  continued  prosperity  of  our  broad-shouldered, 
broad-gauged  cousins  in  Stamford." 

Eev.  William  C.  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  was  called  upon  and  responded  in 
some  very  happy  remarks  to  the  sentiment  of  the  last  speaker. 

He  briefly  showed  how  the  family  had  done  well  in  the  varied  positions 
occupied  by  them,  and  were  fairly  entitled  to  so  much  greatness  as  such 
performance  of  duty  implies,  lie  closed  by  tendering  in  behalf  of  the 
Hoyts  of  Stamtord,  ''a  vote  of  thanks  to  all  the  Hoyt  cousins  that  have 
come  to  see  us." 

Oliver  Hoyt,  of  Stamford,  was  not  allowed  to  enjoy  longer  the  honor  of 
presiding  over  this  gathering  of  the  tribe  without  making  a  speech  himself. 
He  therefore  set  forth  the  claims  of  the  family  in  general,  but  spoke  more 
particularly  for  the  Hoyts  of  Connecticut. 

James  A.  Hoyt,  of  Saratoga  Springs,  N.  Y.,  made  some  remarks,  and 
closed  with  the  following  sentiment :  — 

"The  village  of  Stamford  —  beautiful  for  situation,  but  more  beautiful 
for  its  kindness,  courtesy,  and  generous  and  large-hearted  hospitality." 

Rev.  J.  Chester  Hoyt,  of  :\Iodena,  X.  Y.,  and  Dr.  Ezra  P.  Hoyt,  of 
New  York  City,  each  made  a  short  address. 

After  singing  the  Doxology,  the  meeting  was  closed  with  the  Benedic- 
tion, pronounced  by  the  venerable  Cornelius  A.  Hoyt,  of  Ohio. 

JA3IES  Hoyt,         ^  OLIVER  HOYT,  President. 

Hen-ry  E.  Hoyt.  y  Secretaries. 
David  W.  Hoyt,  ) 
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Harvcv  B.  Hovt,  " 

William  J.  Hovt, 

Mrs.  Albina  A.  Hoyt, 

Mrs.  Eliza  Smith,  Litchtield. 

Mrs.  ^Nlary  Dayton,  " 

Harrv  Cowles,  Sharon, 

Mrs,  "David  Whittlesy,  New  Preston. 

James  H.  Hoyt,  Norwich. 


MASSACHUSETTS. 


Henrv  Hovt,  Boston. 

Mrs. 'Henry-  Hovt,  " 

William  H.  Hu'n  t, 

Charles  E.  Wood, 

William  Hon,  Chelsea. 

Mrs.  Eben.  Hovt, 

Susie  E.  Hovt," 

M.  C.  Hood,' 

Mrs.  S.  R.  (H.yt)  Hood,     " 

Frederick  Ba'j-ley,  Amesbury. 

Stephen  Woodman,  " 

Daniel  S.  Hoyt,  Lowell. 


IMrs.  Dorothy  B.  Hovt,     Lowell. 

Eli  W.  Hoyt", 

Dr.  Enos  Hovt,  Framingham. 

Mrs.  Grace  R.  Hoyt, 

Isaac  H.  Hovt,  Gilbertviile. 

Mrs.  Melita  B.  Hoyt, 

Benjaman  F.  Hoyt,  " 

Richard  H.  Hovt,  Eernardston. 

Mrs.  H.  Adeline  Huyt, 

Sophia  W.  Hoyt.      '  " 

N.  S.  Cuticr,    "  Springfield. 

Mrs.  N.  S.  Cutler, 
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RHODE    ISLAND. 

David  Webster  Ilort,      Providence. 


ver:mont. 


William  HcTiry  Hoyt, 

Bui-li 

U'ton. 

Albert  .AI.  Iloit, 

Ca?rleton. 

Anna  U.  Hoyt, 

Uauiel  Hovt, 

South  Hero 

Gustavn?  Hovt, 

Bratrl 

eboro. 

Alice  T.  lioyt, 

Manchester. 

Mrs.  Guira^"U3  Ho}-!, 

' 

NEW    HAMPSHIRE. 

Mrs.   Eliza  F.    (Hoit)    Bean,       Sandwich. 

MAINE. 

Hon.   Joseph   G.   Iloyt,      Farmington. 

NEW   BRUNSWICK,  BRITISH  NORTH    A^IERICA. 

Leopold  A.  Hoyt,      Hillsborough. 


NEW   YORK. 


Edwin  Hovt.  New  York  Citv. 

Rev.  Ralph  Hovt, 

Dr.  Ezra  P.  Hovt, 

Charles  D.  Hovt, 

JohnW.  H..yt; 

Esther  A.  Hovt,  " 

Olivia  C.  Hoyt, 

Harriet  E.  Hovt,  " 

Charles  H.  Hoyt, 

Sarah  S.  Hovr,  " 

William  Smu'iIi  Hovt, 

Mrs.  W.  S.  Huyt,  " 

Frances  E.  Hovt,  " 

Mrs.  David  Hclyt, 

Fanny  M.  Hoyt,  " 

Fannv  A.  Hovt,  " 

Harlow  ^f.  Iir.vt, 

William  J.  Hoyt, 

Augustus  Hoyt,  " 

Edgar  Hoyt,  " 

Cora  Hoyt,  " 

Julia  M.'Hoyt,  " 

Emeline  Hovt,  " 

Charles  Albert  Hoyt, 

Mrs.  Julia  Sherman  Hovt,       " 

William  H.  Hai-ht, 

Mrs.  M.  A.  (Hovt)  Bennett,    " 

Mrs.  C.  D.  (Ilovt)  Brown,      " 

Jacob  T.  Camm'eyer, 

Mrs.  Edward  Hiiie,  " 

Daniel  Hoyt  Siierman,  " 

Susan  A.  .^Ii'.rman,  " 

Sarah  L.  Slierman,  " 

Edward  E.  Hovt,  Brooklvn. 

Mrs.  Edward  E.  Hoyt, 

Ezra  Hoyt,  " 

Anna  B.'  Hovt,  " 


William  C.  Snelman,         Brookhm. 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Hovt)  Snelman, 

I\Irs.  Cath.  (Hr.Vt)  We-thill, 

Conklini:  Hoyt,  Williamsburirh. 

Mrs.  Su-an  Hdyt, 

George  E.  Hoyt, 

Mrs.  George  E.  Hoyt, 

Kitty  Hoyt, 

John  S.  Hoyt, 

Lu."  A.  Hovt, 

Geu'ru-c  W.  Hovt, 

William  A.  Hoyt, 

Harriet  E   Hoyt, 

Smith  Hoyt, 

Marv  J.  Hovt, 

Sarah  J.  Hoyt? 

Mary  E.  Hoyt, 

Elijah  Hoyt," 

Julius  L.  Hoyt, 

Martha  J.  Hoyt, 

Roxana  Hoyt, 

William  Hyatt  Brown, 

Susan  M.  Hoyt  Brown, 

Juinus  Hoyt  Brown, 

Sarah  L.  Greirory, 

Ann  A.  Rusco, 

Peter  F.  Smith, 

Betsey  H.  Smith, 

Elias  H.  Hoyt,  Lewishorough 

Lavina  C.  Hovt, 

Mary  E.  Hoyt, 

Jacob  Hovt,  South  Salem. 

Julia  L.  Hoyt, 

Harriet  L.  Hovt, 

Matilda  A.  Hoyt, 

Henrv  Hovt, 

Folly  Hoyt, 


ROLL    OF   MEMBERS    PRESENT. 


Thomas  M.  Hoyt,  South  Salem. 

Heurv  Ilovt,  jr.,  " 

Mrs.  Henry  iloyt, 

Isaac  Iloyr,  " 

Isaac  H.  Pardee,  " 

Almira  H.  Pardee,  " 

Anna  T.  Pardee. 

Asatiel  S.  Hoyt,  Poundridge. 

Emma  L.  Hovt,  " 

Mary  M.  Huyt, 

Zeno  Hoyt,   '  ■  Katonah. 

Sarah  J.  "Hovt,  " 

SethHoyt,  ' 

Sophia  Ann  Ho}-t,  " 

Elias  G.  Hai'jht",  Cross  Piivcr. 

Jlrs.  Mary  H.  Pennoyer,  " 

Samuel  X.  llai-ht,       Bedford  Station. 

Jlrs.  Aaron  Sutton,  " 

Jothani  F.  Sutton,  " 

Lambert  Hovt,  Port  Chester. 

Sally  D.  HoVt, 

Rev.  Philii..  L.  Iloyt,  Pleasancville. 

Julia  E.  Hovt,  "' 

Emilv  F.  Hovt, 

Rev.  Jesse  T.'Peck,  D.  D.,  Peek.kill. 

Maurice  Hovt,  Wanvick. 

Albert  M.  Hoyt, 

Hezekiah  IIo\t,  " 

Mrs.  Hezekiah  Hoyt, 

Mary  A.  Hoyt, 

Maurice  H.  Demarest,  " 

Mrs.  Ellen  -M.  Hoyt,  Goshen. 

Leander  Hoyt,       '  Bridi,'eville. 

Mary  A.  Hoyt, 

Rev.  J.  Ches"ter  Iloyt,  Modcna. 

Mrs.  Ilattie  (Hov:)  Darrow,  Albanv. 

Mrs.  Alida  (Iloyt)  Gedney,     " 

Lockwood  Hoyt,  JSchenectady. 

Samuel  J.  Huvt,  behodack. 

Ezra  Hoyt, 

Emeline  Hoyt,  " 

Frank  J.  Hovt,  Lansin2;burL'-h. 

Mrs.  Frances  E.  Hoyt, 


Frank  B.  Hoyt,  Cambridge. 

Mrs.  Jane  A."  Hoyt, 

James  A.  Hoyt,  "     Surat02:a  Springs. 

Orrin  Hovt,  '  Ball-ton  -Spa. 

Abel  Hovt,  West  -Milton. 

Mrs.  Olive  G.  Hoyt, 

William  Alexander  Hovt,        " 

Ilattie  E.  Hovt, 

Fannie  E.  (Hoyt)  Adsit,    Glenn's  Falls 


Araasa  Hovt, 

Walton. 

Elizalieth  H.  Iloyt, 

" 

Araa-^a  L.  Hoyt, 

" 

John  B.  Hoyt", 

Masonville. 

Amasa  J.  Hovt, 

Coventry. 

J.  K.  Lulle, 

Morris.  " 

Mrs.  Harriet  H.  Lulle, 

John  F.  Hyatt, 

Utica. 

Dr.  William  Henry  Hoy 

,  Syracuse. 

Harmon  H.  Hovt, 

" 

Thomas  B.  Hoyt, 

" 

Caleb  Hoyt, 

Salina. 

3Irs.  Orp'ha  Wil>on, 

" 

Charles  W.  Hovt, 

Lafayette. 

David  H.  Hoyt, 

Cicero. 

Daniel  Hon," 

Seunett. 

Mrs.  Pollv  Ann  Hovt, 

Sanford  P.  Hoyt, 

" 

Chauncey  Hoyt, 

" 

Nehemiaii  Ho"vt, 

Auburn. 

Stephen  C.  Hovt. 

Mrs.  Bet.ev  A.  Ho\t, 

" 

Rev.  Willard  M.  H"ovt, 

Chaumont. 

Mrs.  MarvA.  Hovt," 

" 

S.  S.  Hovt, 

Cartha-e. 

Mrs.  Marv  C.  Hovt. 

" 

Col.  Benj.  L.  Hoyt, 

Penn  Yan. 

Mrs.  Amanda  F.  Hoyt, 

'•■ 

Julius  Hoyt, 

Wellsville. 

Culver  P." Chamberlain, 

BulValo. 

Mrs.  Har.  (Hoyt)  Chamberlain,  •' 

J.  D.  Hoyt  Chamberlain 

Joel  I.  H"ovt, 

Jamestown. 

Mrs.  Joel  1.  Hoyt, 

" 

Rev.  James  Hoyt, 

Mrs.  Frances  L.  Hovt, 

Walter  L.  Hoyt, 

Frank  C.  Hoyt, 

Edwin  Hovt, 

Mrs.  Marii  Hoyt, 

Amaryllis  Iloyt, 

Mrs.  Sarah  (Hoyt)  Jeroloman, 

Mrs.  Mann, 


NEW 

Orano-e. 


wark. 


JERSEY. 


S.  W.  Hoyt, 
John  O.  liovt, 
Mrs.  Eliza  Sl.  Hon, 
Silas  DavenDort, 
Tini.jthv  IlJvt, 
Mrs.  Enima  L.  Hovt, 
Manha  E.  Hovt, 
Edward  X.  Hovt, 


Jersey  City. 
Elizabeth." 


Manamuskin. 


Frederic  A.  Hovt, 
.Airs.  F.  A.  Hovt, 
Henrv  T.  Hovt, 
Mrs.'H.  T.  Hovt, 
Daniel  Hovt,    ' 
Mrs.  M.  A".  (Iloyt)  Mevcr 


PENNSYLVANIA 

Philadelphia. 


Gen.  Il.^nn-  AF.  Hovt, 
Henrv  >L  Hovt,  jr." 
Dr.  John  P.  Hovt, 
Mrs.  Marjarct  Hoyt. 
Ilev.  Luther  W.  Peck, 


Wilke=barre. 
Lumb.-r  City. 
Uydcpark. 
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OHIO. 

Rev.  Prof.  Cornelius  ^L  lion,      Oberlin.    |  Colgate  Hovr,      Cleveland. 

^IICHIGAX. 

William  C.  Hovt,  Detroit.  I  Henrv  E.  Hovt,      Kalamazoo. 

Mrs.  William  C.  Hovt,  "  |  Mrs.  .Mary  M.  Hovt, 


ILLINOIS. 

James  L.  Iloyt,  Woodstock.  j  Otis  Ilojt, 


Elcrin. 


CALIFORNIA. 

John  Hovt,  San  Francisco.  |         Jane  P.  Iloyt,        San  Francisco. 


Connecticut, 

Massachusetts, 

Rhode  Island,       . 

Vermont, 

New  Hampshire, 

Maine, 

New  Brunswick,  . 


SUMMARY. 

294  I  New  York, 
.       2i\  NcwJersev 


.      1 

7 
.     1 

1 
.  1 
"329 


Pennsvlvauia, 
Ohio, " 
Michii;an, 
Illinois, 
California, 


Whole  Number  in  Attexdance, 


.     160 

.  17 

il 


4 

,      2 

2 

198 


,      527 


LETTEPvS   FROM  ME^IBERS  NOT  PRESENT. 

The  following  members  of  the  family  expressed  to  the  committee  an  in- 
terest in  the  meeting,  and  a  desire  to  be  present ;  but  other  engagements, 
distance,  or  ill  health  prevented  their  attending.  Many  of  them  contrib- 
uted letters  and  valuable  papers  which  there  was  not  time  to  read  at  the 
meeting,  but  which  are  preserved  with  the  papers  of  The  Iloyt  Family 
Union. 

,  Thaddeus  Hait.Modena,  N.  Y. 

I  Rev.  Zcrah  T.  Hovt,  West  Grecntield,  N.Y. 

i  .Josc])h  B.  Hovt,  Cazenovia,  N.  Y. 

I   William  D.  Ilovt,  Middleport,  X.  Y. 

I  Mrs.  Rebecca  Hovt,  Albany.  N.  Y. 

i  A.  K.  Ho\-t,  Lafavette,  N.  V. 

i   Charles  A.  Hovt.  Hud-.n.  N.  Y. 

.  Lewis  Hovt,  .^iedina,  N.  Y. 

John  H.  Hovt,  Elba.  N.  Y. 
;   William  Barker  Hovt,  Builalo,  N.  Y. 
I  xVlfred  Hoyt,  Rochoter,  N.  Y. 
j  Jane  Hovt,  Wriulifs  Corners,  N.  Y. 

Josci)h  U.  Hovt,'Saliiia,  N.  Y. 

Clark  Hovt,  Seneca  liiver.  N.  Y. 

E.  B.  Hovt,  Cambrid-e,  N.  Y. 

William  fl.  H(jvt,  Ithaca.  N.  Y. 

J.  Hoii  Emerv.'lthaca,  N.  Y. 

C.  C.  HowL'ii;  jr.,  Daniiv,  N.  Y. 

Rev.  Warreu  r^layo,  Dauby,  N.  Y. 


John  W.  Hovt,  INIiddletown,  Conn. 

Col.  Albert  H.  Hovt,  Boston,  Mass. 

Elizabeth  G.  Hovt",  Chelsea,  Mass. 

Arthur  W.  Hoyt,  Cambridge,  Mass. 

Charles  N.  Hoyt,  Providence,  R.  I. 

Fowler  W.  Hoyt,  ^Manchester,  Vt. 

E.  Huntin_'-ton"Hovt,  New  Haven,  Vt. 

Mrs.  Eliza  Mcacb.ani,  New  Havuu.  Vt. 

Hon.  Romeo  H.  H...vt,  St.  Albans,  Vt. 

Alfred  Hoitt,  Durham,  N.  H. 

Jesse  Hovt,  New  Glasgow,  N.  S. 

J.  Adolj/bus  Huyt,  St.  .John.  N.  B. 

Theo.  P.  Hyatt,  New  York  Citv. 

L.  Hovt, 

G.  P.  B.  Ilovt, 

H.  W.  R.  ib.vt, 

Mrs.  Marv  Hovt,        " 

Samuel  A.  Il.>"vt,  Eidikill,  N.Y. 

Israel  A.  Haight,  Cbappa-jua,  N.  Y. 
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Wills  Clift,  Skanoatelcs,  N.  Y.  :  Rev.  Prof.  Jas.  W.  IIovT,  Nashville,  Teun. 

Jlargaret  E.  Iloyt,  Clinton,  N.  J.  ;  Prof.  Benj.  T.  Iloyr,  Greencastle,  lud. 

Nelson  D.  Ilo'.-ri  jr.,  Easron,  Penn.  i  Oliver  S.  Pli.att,  Annapolis,  Ind. 

Thoo.  C.  Hoyr.  renneUl,  Pcnn.  \  Williani  K.  Hoyt,  Pulaski,  111 

Sirs.  JI. (licit)  Brooks,  Orcutt  Creek. Penn.  |  Urias  Hoyt,  Eorest  Station,  111. 

George  Wood,  Wa>hin,cfton,  D.  C.  i  Albert  Hoyt,  Saparia,  111. 
Senator  John  Sherman,  Mansfield,  Ohio.       G.  T.  Hitchcoek,  Canton,  111. 

Sirs.  Mai7  E.  Reese,  Laiicaster,  Ul-.io.  |  Rev.  James  S.  Iloyt,  Port  Huron,  Slich, 

Eev.  Prof.  F.  S.  Hoyt,  Delaware,  C'hio.  j  Charles  Hoyt,  South  Enwdish,  Iowa. 

Ichabod  B.  Hoyt,  North  Eairiield,  Ohio.  |  S.  R.  J.  Hoyt,  Davenport,  Iowa. 

A<:;ur  B.  IIoyt,"Norwalk,  <  )]iio.  j  Gould  R.  Hoyt,  Lake  City,  Slin. 

Simeon  Hoyt.  Birmin<.diam.  Ohio.  j  Benjamin  F.  Hoyt,  St.  Paul,  Slin. 

Aueu.^tus  lion.  New  London,  Ohio.  I  Gen.  W.  T.  Sherman,  St.  Louis.  SIo. 

Uriali  Hoyt,  Chester,  Ohio.  I  Slilo  A.  Hoyt,  jr.,  Choctaw  Nation,  Ind.  T. 
Eilward  llayt,  Covington,  Ky.  WilHam  Henry  Hoyt,  Sacramento,  C'al. 

Mary  S.  Hoyt,  Lexington,  Ky.  I  John  P.  Hoyt,  Sacramento,  CaL 

Rev.  Ova  P.  Ilovt.  D.  D.,  of  Kalamazoo,  Mich.,  was  deeply  interested 
in  the  plan  of  the  gathering,  and  corresponded  with  the  committee  on  the 
subject  ;  but  he  was  taken  away  by  death  some  months  before  the  meeting 
was  hold. 

TUE    OLDEST    lIEilBER    PRESENT. 

The  oldest  person  present  at  ta*^  meeting,  if  not  the  oldest  member  of 
the  family  now  living,  is  Caleb  Hoyt.  He  was  bom  in  New  Canaan, 
Conn.,  over  ninety  years  ago  ;  but  now  lives  in  Salina,  N.  Y. 

From  a  notice  in  the  "  Onondaga  Standard,"  we  learn  that  he  supervised 
the  construction  of  the  hrst  '••  cotton  gin,"  invented  by  Eli  "Whitney,  at 
New  Haven,  Conn.,  and  also  superintended  the  nianutacture  of  arms  at 
Wliitney's  armory  about  the  year  1800.  He  also  aided  in  constructing  tlie 
"  Tide  Mill  and  bam  "  at  Stamford,  Conn.  At  that  time  he  was  a  co- 
worker of  Robert  Fulton  in  constructing  the  macliinery  and  putting  it 
into  the  mill.  In  January,  It-'JO.  he  attended  the  funeral  ceremonies  of 
George  Washington,  at  Aurora,  and  in  IS 65  he  attended  those  of  Abra- 
ham Lincoln,  at  Syracuse.  He  was  born  a  British  subject,  was  cradled 
in  the  Kevohuion  in  177G,  wa~  a  -oldier  in  the  second  war  with  Great 
Britain,  and  an  ardent  sup|)orter^of  the  nation  in  its  struggle  to  suppress 
the  colossal  Rebellion  of  LsGl.  He  has  lived  the  life  of  the  Republic, 
seen  its  infantile  >tru!i'_des,  its  vigorous  youth,  and  its  matured  strength. 
He  is  hale  and  active,  with  nearly  as  t'air  a  prospect  of  living  a  centu- 
ry as  he  had  of  reaching  ninety  years.  May  God  bless  and  preserve  him 
stillj  as  few  last  so  long  in  the  race  of  life. 

PUBLICATION     FUND. 

During  the  meeting  at  Stanif  jrd  it  was  jn'oposcd  to  rai-c,  Iiy  sub-crip- 
tions  from  tlie  more  wt-aliliy  mentbers  of  tlie  family,  a  fund  of  twentv-tive 
hundred  dollars,  to  secure  "  the  j. reparation  and  publication  of  a  History 
of  the  Hoyt  Family,  by  David  V\'.  Hoyt  of  Rhode  L4and."  Liberal  sums 
were  at  once  pletlged  by  Edwin  Hoyt.  of  the  tirm  of  Hoyt,  Spr:iLnies, 
&  Co.,  and  by  Hoyt  Brothers,  of  New  York  City,  an-l  others,  ihv. 
James  Hoyt,  (^ram.'-e.  N.  J.,  was  made-  the  a-jeut  of  tiie  Publii-aiion  Com- 
mittee for  this  subscri[)tiun,  as  wc-ii  as  for  subscriptions  for  the  book  itseh'. 
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LETTERS   FROM   GENERAL    SIIERMAX. 

Head  Quaeteks  Military  Division  of  the  Mississippi, 
St.  Louis,  Mo..  Sept.  2,  IbOo. 

Eev.  James  Hoyt,  Orange,  New  Jersey:  — 

Dear  Sir,  —  Yours  of  Aug.  29,  with  enclosures,  is  received.  I  cannot 
now  promise  to  come  to  the  meeting  of  the  Hoyts,  but  admit  I  feel  an  in- 
terest in  tlie  event.     I  unve  you  some  of  the  data  of  our  immediate  family. 

My  father,  Chas.  H.  ISlierman,  was  born  in  Norwalk,  and  miarated  to 
Ohio  in  1810. 

]My  mother,  Mary  Hoyt,  was  also  ])orn  in  Xorwalk.  and  came  to  Ohio  in 
181 L     She  was  sister  to  .James  I.  and  Charles  Hoyt,  of  New  York  City. 

The  family  embraced  eleven  cliildren  : 

1.  Charles  Taylor  Slierman,  now  resides  at  ^Lanslleld,  Ohio. 

2.  Mary  Elizabeth  Sherman,  now  Mrs.  Reese,  of  Lancaster,  Ohio. 

3.  James  Sherman,  died  at  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  in  1804. 

4.  Amelia  Sherman,  married  to  Robert  McComb,  Esq.,  died  at  Mansfield, 
Ohio,  in  IS 03. 

5.  Julia  Sherman,  married  to  John  G.  AYillock,  Esq.,  of  Lancaster, 
Ohio,  died  in  1841. 

6.  Wm.  Tecumseh  Sherman,  now  Major  General  U.  S.  Army,  St. 
Louis,  Mo. 

7.  Lampson  Parker  Sherman,  now  living  at  Des  Moines  City,  Iowa. 

8.  John  Sherman,  U.  S.  Senator,  Man-licld,  Ohio. 

9.  Susan  Sherman,  now  the  wite  of  Hon.  Thomas  W.  Bartley,  Cincin- 
nati, Ohio. 

'   10.  Hoyt  Sherman,  now  living  at  Des  Moines  City.  Iowa. 

11.  Frances  Beecher  Sherman,  now  wife  of  Colonel  Charles  "W.  Moul- 
ton,  Cincinnati,  Ohio. 

If  you  feel  further  interest  in  these  matters,  John  Sherman  is  the  best 
to  give  you  items.     I  have  been  such  a  wanderer  that  I  have  not  kept  well 
posted,  even  in  family  matters,  near  home. 
I  am,  &c. 

*  W.  T.  Sherman,  Maj.  Gen. 


Head  Quarters  Military  Divisiox  of  the  Mississippi, 
St.  Louis,  Mo.,  June  23,  1866. 


2S  IIOYT,  )    ^  A-        7 

r^  Vt  r  Uranqe,  j\ew  Jerseij  :  — 

LiAM  C.  Hoyt,  )  ^  -^ 


James  Hoyt, 

WiL 

Dear  Sirs,  —  On  my  return  home  the  day  before  yesterday,  I  received 
your  kind  note  of  ]\Liy  L'j,  inviting  me  to  the  tainily  mcctiu'j:  oi  the  Hoyt 
family  at  Stamfonl,  Conn.,  on  the  L'ljth  and  21st  in.-t.  Uf  cuur-i' that  is  now 
impossible.  I  will  be  in  Xnrwall-;.  .--ome  time  about  the  12ili  of  July, 
c«  ro!(<e  to  Dartmouth,  N.  H.,  to  attend  the  graduating  exercises  of  my 
nephew,  Ilt-nry  Sherman  ;  but  that  will  be  too  late,  and  even  then  I  will  be 
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pressed  for  time,  and  mu-t  hurrv  a  good  deal  to  get  back  in  time  to  make  a 
visit  to  some  of  our  military  posts  along  the  Rocky  Mountains. 

Though  the  war  is  over,  our  labors  are  far  from  an  end.  To  do  ju-tice 
to  my  present  command.  I  will  have  to  make  marches  every  year  greater 
in  extent  than  any  during  tlnj  war,  though  with  less  number  of  followers, 
and  not  likely  to  attract  so  much  public  notice. 

Of  course  we  bear  in  great  reverence  the  name  of  our  mother,  and  are 
gratified  to  see  that  you  cherish  it,  and  labor  to  do  it  honor.  It  may  be  at 
some  future  time  I  may  be  able  to  share  in  these  labors,  and  should  the  op- 
portunity present  itself,  you  may  be  assured  that  I  will  seize  it  v/ith  pride 
and  plea-ure. 

Thanking  you  for  the  kind  manner  of  your  invitation,  and  assuring  you 
of  my  great  respect  and  atft-ction, 

I  am  truly  your  friend, 

W.  T.  Sherman,  JToj.  Gen. 
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Mansfield,  Ohio,  Oct.  11,  1S65. 

My  dear  Sir,  —  Your  note  of  the  19th  ult.  was  received  when  I  was 
much  engaged  in  the  canvass. 

I  think  your  project  of  collecting  together  tire  living  members  of  the 
Hoyt  family  is  a  good  one.  You  can  in  this  way  collect  and  preserve 
many  historical  incidents  of  interest  to  each  member  of  the  connexion. 
It  will  give  me  pleasure,  if  possible,  to  meet  with  you  at  the  tinae  pro[)osed, 
and  in  this  hope  Gen.  Sherman  joins  me. 

My  mother  was  Mary  Hoyt,  of  Norwalk,  Conn.  Her  brother,  Charles 
Hoyt,  is  still  living  there.  His  son.  Brevet  l^i'ig.  Gen.  Charles  Hoyt.  is  now 
on  duty  at  Detroit,  and  can  give  you  particulars  of  liis  branch  of  the 
family.  Very  truly  yours, 

John  Sherman. 
Rev.  James  Hoyt. 


United  States  Senate  Chamber, 

"Washingtox,  May  20,  18G6. 

My  dear  Sir,  —  Your  kind  note  of  tlie  15th  inst.,  inviting  me  to  attend 
"  the  gathering  of  the  Hoyt  family"  to  be  held  at  Stamford,  on  the  20th 
and  21^t  days  of  June  next,  has  been  received.  It  certainly  would  give 
me  great  pleasure  to  accept  this  invitation.  I  liad  laid  a~ide  your  pre- 
vious note  in  the  hope  that  my  public  duties  would  allow  me  to  an.-wer  it 
atBrmatively.  But  it  is  now  manifest  that  Congress  will  not  adjiairn 
prior  to  your  meeting.  You  will  agree  that  it  is  better  for  me  to  di.-charge 
my  duty  here,  rather  than,  by  neglecting  it,  to  seek  pleasure  with  you. 

I  do  not  know  that  I  could  add  anything  to  your  information  of  the 
Hoyt  family.  My  connection  with  you  is  throiiL:h  my  niollier,  and  this  to 
me  is  a  very  near  and  dear  one.     She  has  been  dead  for  fourteen  years. 
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and  it  is  cert:iiiilv  no  disparao'eraent  to  any  of  the  kith  and  kin  to  say  that 
if  all  of  tUeai  do  their  part  in  lite  with  the  ?ame  reliLnoiis  tideHty 
that  she  did.  they  will  de-erve  the  warme-t  atfectiou  of  their  kindred. 
She  was  of  tlie  X<^"walk  family  of  Hoyts,  where  she  was  born  and  bred, 
and  married,  in  the  old  homestead  still  standinir.  She  was  married  to  my 
father,  a  native  of  the  same  town,  in  1810.  Soon  at'ter  he  started  for  the 
new  settlements  in  Ohio,  then  *'  the  far  West."  and  put  out  his  "  shingle  " 
as  a  lawyer  at  Lancaster.  3Iuthor  followed  him  the  next  summer,  cross- 
ing the  mountains  on  a  pack--addle  :  and  then  commenced  the  strusgleina 
new  country,  without  roads  or  supplies,  the  common  carrier  beinir  a  pack- 
mule  or  horse.  The  incidents  of  such  a  life  were  quite  diti'erent  from  the 
quiet,  steady  way  of  old  Connecticut.  I  can  recall  many  a  story  of  weary 
travel,  but  hearty  welcome,  that  came  to  me  as  incidents  of  the  war  of  1812, 
and  the  terrible  years  of  distress  in  the  West  that  followed  the  peace. 

My  personal  recollections  of  mother  commenced  when  it  was  told  to  me 
that  "'  father  was  dead."  I  was  scarcely  old  enough  to  appreciate  the  sad 
misfortune  that  befell  us  all  by  this  sudden  calamity  ;  for  he  died  away  from 
home,  when  holding  a  court,  alter  a  brief  illness,  and  when  but  forty  years 
old.  Mother  had  eleven  little  ones,  the  eldest  at  school,  and  had  very 
slender  means  for  their  support.  She  lived  to  see  tliem  all  grown  to  man- 
hood and  womanhood,  and  dieil  with  the  warmest  aifection  of  family,  kin- 
dred, and  friends.  I  cannot  now  recall  her  gentle  and  ati'ectionate  nature 
without  a  deep  sense  of  gratitude  and  atfection,  and  can  wish  the  '•  Iloyt 
family  "  no  lilgher  honor  than  to  furnish  other  mothers  endowed  with  so 
many  endearing  qualities  as  she  possessed. 

Convey  my  kindest  regards  to  the  gathering  of  our  kindred,  and  believe 
me  to  remain,  Very  sincerely  yours, 

Joux  Sherman. 
Kev.  Jame3  Hoyt. 


THE   HOYT   FAMILY   TRAITS. 

BY   REy.  JAMES   HOYT,   OF   NEW   JERSEY. 

It  is  easier  to  write  history  than  to  delineate  character ;  and  portrait- 
painters  can  take  other  men's  faces  more  easily  than  their  own.  In  char- 
acter sketching,  there  is  peculiar  danger  that  truth  will  be  damaged  by 
personal  relations.  As  one  of  the  Hoyt  family,  I  feel  in  some  degree 
the  delicacy  of  the  task  undertaken  in  this  paper.  Y'et  the  family  is  now 
so  large  a  one,  its  branches  are  so  numerous,  and  its  blood  rehition^hips  so 
distant,  that  I  may  hope  to  perform  the  ta-k  witii  tnlerable  fainic-s.  In 
the  attempt  to  characterize  so  extensive  a  triije.  one  is  inore  lik<  iy  to  err 
through  want  of  acquaintance,  than  through  the  partialities  of  kinship. 

My  subject  will  necessarily  lack  the  interest  of  a  personal  description. 
As  the  separate  colors  of  the  rainbow  arrest  and  jdea-e  the  eye.  while  the 
dull  white  cloud,  having  all  the  colors  in  combination,  is  a  tame  object  to 
look  upon;  -o  I  could  better  entertain  you  with  the  ouaiities  of  any  half- 
dozen  of  our  grandfathers,  than  with  the  qualities  ot'tlie  Iluyts  in  general. 
We  have  had,  and  have,  some  rainbows  in  tiie  t'amil}-  iirmament, —  bows 
of  promise  to  the  tribe,  —  but  it  is  not  my  business  just  now  to  paint  them. 

A  great  many  of  the  family  names  arc  tignilicaut  of  qutdities.     Xames 
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wore,  indeed,  orldnally  given  as  a  sort  of  label,  descriptive  of  some  fact  or 
trait  characteristic  of  the  person.  The  first  man  vras  named  Ada:\i.  trora 
adama/i,  the  [/round.  The  tirst  woman  was  named  Eve,  as  tlie  mother  of 
all  livinq.  Over  her  first  babe  she  exclaimed  Cain,  that  is  Gain  or  treas- 
icre.  SiiEM  was  named  as  the  Ilhistrioifs,  2soah  was  named  Jiest.  This 
old  and  easy  method  of  distinction  has  been  kept  up  among  Asiatic  nations, 
and  extensively  adopted  by  Europeans.  We  have  all  the  colors,  i>l;u-k, 
White,  Crown.  Green,  Gray,  Blue,  and  Redd  ;  representing  qualities  oidy 
skin  deep.  We  have  all  the  ages,  sizes  and  conditions ;  Youno;  and  Ould, 
High  and  Low,  Ivich  and  Poor;  Long,  Strong,  and  Short,  Small.  Little  ; 
Smart,  Bright,  and  Blunt  ;  Sweet.  Smiley,  and  Stern,  Sharp.  We  have 
all  the  tradesmen ;  Bakers.  Cooks,  Carpenters,  etc.  We  have  Houses, 
with  PLills,  Walls,  Chambers,  and  all  the  furniture.  We  have  Barnes, 
and  Shedds,  and  all  the  barnyard  trii)e^.  We  have  Fields  and  Forests, 
with  nearly  all  the  grains  and  wild  animals.  We  have  Lakes,  Ponds,  and 
Fish  in  abundant  variety.  We  have  names  enoiiah,  if  these  we-re  tinners, 
to  rnake  another  earth,  with  all  its  Plills  and  Dales,  Woods  and  Waters  ; 
with  the  most  of  its  living  species ;  and  with  enough  iMoons  and  Starrs  to 
make  up  the  want  of  a  Sim.  But  the  Hoyt  tribe  do  not  glory  in  such 
building  material.  They  say  hoity-toitij  to  all  pretentious  cognomens,  high- 
sounding  or  low-sounding. 

"  What's  in  a  name  ?     That  wliich  we  call  a  rose, 
By  any  other  name  would  smell  as  sweet."  - 


There  is  dictionary  authority  for  saying  that  to  hoit  means,  or  has  meant, 
among  our  Anglo-Saxon  kin,  to  leap,  to  caper ;  being  perhaps  a  syncopa- 
tion for  /loist.  Supposing  some  frisky,  frolicksome  youth  to  have  been 
named  Master  Hoit  from  his  capering  propensities,  and  that  he  is  now,  his- 
torically, the  I'ather  of  the  whole  cousinhood,  we  have  not  all  inherited  the  . 
buoyancy  of  the  boy,  as  to  mind  or  as  to  muscle.  It'  we  have  really  sprung 
from  so  clastic  a  sprout,  you  will  allow  me  as  a  cler!i\Tnan  to  express  the 
hope  that  he  was  not  a  dancing-master.  Orthographically,  there  are  some 
evidences  of  such  an  ancestry.  The  letters  of  our  family  name  have 
leaped  and  capered  as  if  surcharged  with  hfe,  or  atllicted  with  St.  Vitus' 
dance,  or  atfected  hke  a  certain  unfortunate  character  of  history,  who  said, 
'"My  name  is  Legion;  for  we  are  many."  They  have  been  found  by  Prof. 
Iloyt,  our  genealogist,  to  have  danced  themselves  into  twenty  different  at- 
titudes and  figures,  among  which  it  has  become  nearly  impossible  to  iden- 
tify the  original.  The  twentieth  and  last  of  the  spelling-  found  by 
him  in  the  year,  lb.37,  was  IleicjJd,  the  name  aijove  evert/  other  then 
put  upon  ilie  record.  It  was  an  auspicious  and  most  encouraLnng  dis- 
covery. If  our  agile  name  thus  marches  upward,  we  have  an  uicentive  to 
follow,  so  long  as  it  ascends  honorably. 

Our  family  traits,  if  we  have  anv  that  deserve  to  be  regarded  as  charac- 
teristics, are  not  disclosed  to  the  world  by  the  Hoyt  name,  h  is  a  Lxi'iiend 
law  of  nature,  that  like  produces  like.  Everyihin-j  is  after  its  kind;  the 
herb,  the  fruit-tree,  the  animal  species,  the  human  intellect  and  soul. 
Qualities  do  run  in  the  blood.  Nation-  have  their  national  quahties,  good 
and  bad.     iioyal  familiesj  that  are  allowed  but  a  hmited  range  of  inter- 
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mixture,  develop  in  ,«ui"("e--ive  irf^nerations  their  family  elinr.ii-r-  ri-'i  •-. 
Herods  are  ILmm^I-;:  Ilajwljura:.-  are  Hap^burirs.  Tlit.-  Jcwi-ii  r^,.  .-.  --, 
little  modiiied  liy  adiiiixmn.-.  lias  maintained  a  marked  individiiaiitv.  A:.  !  i 
think  we  may  discover  in  tiie  Hoyt  race  some  fiimily  feature.^.  thoi:_':i 
modiiied  by  the  adinixture-  in  each  generation  whicli  have  nothin.r  in  ti.i-; 
case  to  liinder  their  frueiie-s.  Our  tamily  nature,  as  well  as  name,  is  ut' 
course  keiit  auil  perpetuated  only  in  the  male  line.  Woman  is  its  mo'ii- 
tier.  She  carries  its  qualities  out;  she  brings  out.»ide  qualities  in.  Oir 
mothers  come  from  other  stocks  to  improve  or  damage  us  by  the  ingra:';- 
ing  ;  our  daughters  go  out  to  do  the  same  to  other  lines,  in  whieli  tli--;r 
paternal  names  are  dropped  and  lost.  To  serve  as  such  a  distributing 
medium  is  worthy  of  woman's  susceptible  and  sympathizing  nature. 
Through  her  we  make  our  generous  contributions  of  the  lloyt  virtue-. 
Through  her  we  act  a  Christian  part  toward  other  trilies  in  helping  bear 
their  burdens.  Through  her,  no  less,  are  we  ennobh'd  by  a  generous  in- 
fusion of  the  better  qualities  of  other  blood  than  ours.  The  ladies  will 
allow  me  to  add,  as  a  witness  under  bonds  to  tell  the  whole  truth,  that 
through  woman  we  part  with  some  mea-ure  of  the  properties  we  can  afford 
to  spare.  God  hath  made  of  one  blood  all  the  nations  of  men.  and  all  the 
subdivisioiTs  of  the  nation ;  and  the  constant  intermixture  of  blood  of 
families  by  matrimonial  crossing  is  the  method  by  whi<;h  he  prevents  the 
too  great  accumulation  and  concentration  of  family  quahties  and  interests, 
and  promotes  the  harmony,  equality,  and  happiness  of  the  race  as  a  wliole. 
If  Hoyts  married  only  Hovts,  our  family  pt'culiarities  would  be  apt  to 
grow  into  excrescences,  and  the  family  li.-eling  to  ije  inteusitied  into  the 
odious  and  unreasonable  spirit  of  a  clan. 

Whatever  pecuharities  we  now  exhilnt.  come  more  as  a  result  of  flrmily 
education  and  association,  than  as  a  result  of  blood  connection.  Take  any 
man  you  please  as  a  sample  of  the  Hoyt  nature,  in  its  purity  and  fulness. 
He  gives  but  half  of  it  to  his  sons,  one  fourth  of  it  to  Ids  grandsons,  one 
•eighth  of  it  to  tJwir  sons,  and  one  sixteenth  of  it  to  theirs  ;  the  last  being 
the  hfth  generation.  To  the  tenth  generation  he  gives  but  the  tive  hun- 
dred and  twelfth  part ;  to  the  eleventh  generation,  less  than  one  tliou-andth 
part.  The  dilution  goes  on  at  a  geometrical  rate.  To  carry  the  calcula- 
tion backward,  a  person  of  the  Hoyt  name  had  one  Hoyt  tor  a  [lan-nt.  out 
of  two ;  one  Hoyt  for  a  grandparent,  out  of  four ;  one  for  a  great  grand- 
parent, out  of  eight,  and  so  on.  Of  sixteen  ancestors  in  the  tifth  genera- 
tion, one  was  a  Hoyt.  Of  live  hundred  and  twelve  in  the  tenth  generation, 
one  was  a  Hoyt.  Go  back  to  the  eleventh  generation,  and  one  was  a 
Hoyt  out  of  a  thousand  and  twenty  four.  It  is  assumed  in  the  calculation 
that  none  of  the  mothers  were  of  the  Hoyt  kindred.  You  will  :>e';  in  this, 
that  any  peculiarities  discoverable  in  the  tribe  are  due  lu.-:-  to  binli  tliiui  to 
iiiki  lie iiuj  injluence  o(  i\\.i\n:i-^  on  their  sons  in  tlie  tamily  circle.  While 
they  are  iuiicrited,  they  are  the  eifect  of  exanqde,  rather  than  qualities 
inborn. 

1.  The  point  that  comes  first  in  the  characterizatiiMi  of  our  tribe  is,  that 
it  stands  socially  between  the  high  and  low  extremt--.  It  conqiri-ijs  mt;n 
of  the  industrious,  self-rehant,  indei)endent  middle  ela-s,  whose  name  has 
not  tigured  much  among  the  celebrities,  and  who  are  not  a  burden  or 
a  scandal  to  the  state,  to  the  town,  or  to  tlieir  neighbors.  Its  social 
grade  is  the  golden  mean,  of  which  a  poet  has  said,  — 
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"  He  that  holds  fast  the  golden  mean, 
And  lives  contentedly  l)etween 

The  little  and  the  great, 
Feels  not  the  ^vants  that  pinch  the  poor, 
Nor  plagues  that  haunt  tiie  rich  man's  door, 
Imbitteringall  his  state." 

'•  Tlie  happiest  lot  for  a  nian.  a>  far  as  birth  is  conecrneJ."  Archbishop 
"Whatclv  (jbst-rves.  •' i-  that  it  .~!i(.»iil.l  b-:-  such  as  to  ,L^i^■e  hiia  hat  little  orca- 
sivii  tvcr  to  tliinli  much  ahuni  it."  Thi.^  ha]i])iest  lot  is  that  of  the  ILn-ts 
a-  a  cla.-^.  They  make,  no  part  of  the  Dobility  of  Enghiiid.  They  have 
not  been  the  most  j)roniinent  ai'rors  on  the  stage  of  American  history. 
Several  of  the  name  have  held  the  rank  of  general  otiicers  in  the  miliiia ; 
others  ha\"e  held  commissions  in  the  array  and  navy  during  the  late  war ; 
some  are  no^v  among  the  large  cnpitali-ts  of  the  country;  many  are  in  the 
Christian  ministry;  a  lew  have  be'Mi  mis-iunaries ;  some  are  editors;  some 
are  coll'-'ire  pri'tl-.---ors  ;  some  are  publi-iiers  ;  >ome  are  ledi-iators  ;  the  pro- 
fessions of  law  and  medicine  are  well  represented ;  while  the  body  of  our 
brotherhood  is  distributed  over  the  farms,  and  in  the  shoj)s  and  taetories, 
and  schools  of  the  peo{)le.  —  a  sound-headed,  sound-hearteil,  comtortably 
circumstanced,  u-efid  and  respected  set  of  men.  Nunc  of  the  tribes  of 
the  earth,  I  imagine,  have  gained  le.-s  of  newspaper  notoriety.  Yet 
we  do  tigure  in  the  old  town  records  of  Xew  England,  and  in  the 
newer  tov.n  records  of  the  .States  we^t,  and  in  parish  records,  and  in 
the  records  of  academies  and  colleges,  and  in  the  li.~t  of  those  whose 
bone  and  muscle  and  vigorous  enteri)rise  have  planted  settlements,  built 
up  society,  and  given  a  solid  character  to  American  civilization.  If  there 
has  been  little  in  our  origin,  or  our  social  position,  to  stir  up  pride,  or  to 
make  us  vain,  there  has  been  as  little  to  sink  our  self-respect,  and  expose  U3 
to  public  contumely.  If  we  lack  that  nolulity  which,  according  to  an  old 
writer,  •■  has  scldiaa  .-priing  t'rom  virtue,  vii'tue  still  more  rarely  from  nobil- 
ity, "  we  may  in  a  good  degree  claim  to  possess  that  of  which  another 
writer  say-,  •*  The  characters  of  true  inward  nobihty  are  ashamed  of  noth- 
ing but  ba.-e  conduct,  and  are  not  ready  to  take  otfence  at  supposed  affronts  ; 
because  they  keep  clear  of  whatever  deserves  contempt,  and  consider  what 
is  undeserved  as  beneath  their  notice. " 

2.  Of  2)h>jsical  trait-,  our  triije  exhibits  all  the  human  diversities. 

Xot  many  of  us  would  now  bu  a  match  for  that  Benjamin  of  the  Salis- 
bury line,  born  in  ITuG,  who  could  hoe  two  rows  as  fast  as  his  neiirhbor 
could  one  ;  who  held  up  the  whole  ?ide  of  a  building  which  would  have 
fallen  and  cru.-hed  a  number  of  persons  ;  who  carried  a  stone  into  the  mill, 
which  common  men  could  not  lift  ;  who  carried  barrels  of  water  into  the 
fort,  single-handed,  while  others  carri(_'ii  ihctn  by  two  at  a  barrel;  and  the 
mo?t  of  who-e  children  were  ru'ted  tV,!-  tlieir  grctit  strength.  Such  Benja- 
mins—  •' sons  of  the  right  liaiid  " —  were  not  very  numerous  in  the  tribe 
even  then  ;  and  if  the  nervou-  fever  of  whi(di  he  died  wa-  n^ally  brought 
on,  as  some  thought,  by  his  extraordinary  feats,  the  re;t  had  their  consola- 
tion. 

We    now    have   our   portly,   broad-chested  men,  Ijuilt  to   be  producers 

or  con-iuners  ;  men  that  can  bear  v,e-ig!ity   lortunes  ;  men    that    would   liU 

the  cluiir  of  an  alderman  ;  and  we  ha\  e  men  of  the  medium   size,   or   le.-s; 

We  can  .-how  the  dark  eye,  or  the  gray  eye,  or    the    sky-blue.     We  can 
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show  the  raven  I'M.-k-.  or  the  red  lock-,  or  the  f..:''>urn.  The  white  lieads 
are  scarce,  if  any  tlicr('  he;  tiir  I  have  never  -.  ;:  oiu',  excejit  those  wliich 
years  have  bl^^aclicfh  and  which  are  the  >i:\  •'•  crown  of  acre.  Among 
my  own  kindred  and  actiuaintance,  I  recall  n.iie  of  the  name  tliat  have 
shown  jzreat  phy-ical  inertia  and  indolenc.'  ;  there  has  been  rather  the 
contrary  characteri-tic  of  ([uickness.  niuibIen'\--5  ;  an  agility  of  movement 
quite  favorina-  the  i.h-a  ot'  lively  limbs  in  ih(^  Mian  v,-e  all  sprung  from.  I 
"  may  add  that  I  ri_  present  a  family  of  strong  iuno'-.  and  rather  Ion d-s|Hiken  ; 
v.diich  I  believe  to  lie  a  si)iiit/\vi;at  prevalent  endowment  within  the  tribe. 
]My  grandfather  had  a  stentorian  voice.  Standing  at  the  door  of  hi-  house, 
which  was  built  on  high  ground,  he  could  call  workmen  from  the  helds 
across  the  valley  three  quarters  of  a  mile  distant,  throwing  his  voice  over 
fiftv  acres  of  intervening  woods.  I  have  known  some  others  as  trumpet- 
voiced  as  he.  Tlie  mouth  is  a  feature  of  our  tribe  indicative  of  firmness. 
As  to  healthiness  and  longevity,  different  fitmilies  differ.  The  avera'ze  is,  I 
think,  quite  up  to  the  comni(»n  averace  of  the  race."  While  our  babes  sleep 
with  the  faihers,  and  Death  -elects  many  a  shining  mark  amontr  our  young 
men  and  maiden-,  there  are  few  tamily  lots  in  the  old  graveyards  or  more 
modern  cemeteries,  with  Hoyt  uj.on  the  line  of  headstones,  that  have  not 
received  their  patriarchs  of  fourscore  years  and  older.  I  see  patriarchs  in 
this  present  gathering,  one  a  man  over  ninety  years  of  age.* 

3.  To  speak  next  of  mrnfal  trait-,  we  may  claim  to  be  a  people  of 
a  sober,  sound,  practical  turn  of  mind ;  not  running  to  l;uicii:-  :  not 
extravacrantlv  amijitious ;  neither  given  to  innovations,  nor  op})osed  to 
progress  ;  a  common-sense  order,  taught  in  the  common  schools,  skilled  in 
the  useful  arts,  and  furnishing  here  and  there  minds  of  the  highest  type.  A 
large  number,  a-  the  historian  of  the  fi^mily  observes,  are  engaged  in  teach- 
ing. These  will  be  found  in  the  public  schools,  in  academies,  in  colleges. 
Union  college  ha-  graduated  seven  Ilovts,  and  Yale  college  has,  I  think, 
graduated  the  same  number. 

There  are  no  colleges.  I  imagine,  in  New  England,  and  none  of  long 
standing  in  other  sections  of  the  country,  which  have  not  Hoyts  among 
their  alumni,  if  not  in  their  record  of  professors,  as  is  the  case,  with 
several.  Our  tribe  nm  more  to  medicine  than  to  the  other  educated 
profe-sions.  "We  have  our  doctors  of  divinity,  and  our  editors  and  arti-t-. 
We  have  a  poet,  whose  sweet  in-pirations  toucliiuLr  "  Life  and  Land.-cape  " 
have  yielded  mu^ic  to  ears  out-ide  of  the  church  of  the  Good  Shepiierd. 
The  Iloyt  mind  is  versatile.  It  meanders  among  the  arts  and  trades,  in 
fields  of  learnincr.  and  here  and  there  through  groves  inhabited  by  tlie 
muse,  as  a  river  meanders  over  the  plain  which  it  fertilizes.  It  exhibits 
a  fair  specimen  of  the  Yankee  intellect ;  distributing  its  talents  for  the 
general  good,  and  more  busied  among  the  utilities  of  life,  than  in  building 
towers  and  monuments. 

This  ver-atillty  blends  with  independence,  wiiich  sometimes  verges 
into  oddity,  as  ofiserved  by  the  author  of  tiie-  book  on  the  lloyt 
Family.  His  remark  that  ••  there  seems  to  be  a  vein  ot'  quiet  humor 
running  through  the  race,"  i-^  one  that  tallies  with  my  own  observa- 
tion. This  trait  I  have  noiicd  in  personal  intereour-e.  au'l  it  aii[>ears 
more  or  less  in  the  letters  sent  me  during  the  last  year.     A   few  of  these 

*  Mr.  Caleb  Iloyt,  vi  Saliua.  N-  Y. 
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are  quite  arausin2.  Tluit  of  our  aLT'-il  kinsman,  Gould  R.  IToyt,  of  Lake 
Citv.  Minn.,  -will  siti-ry  you  tliat  hi;  niflthcr-wit  iloes  not  all  of  it  lii;  too 
deep  to  be  broni-lit  un  to  ilie  iurlhce.  and  that  a^e  has  done  but  httle  to 
dry  up  the  fountain.  If  his  <ireat-irrandfatlier  Ezra,  of  Xorwalk,  in  this 
State,  had  in  hirn  a-  \\\<Ay  a  fountain  of  fun.  the  hvnd  of  steady  hal>its  has 
in  other  davs  received  from  oir  trihe  ;Oine  of  the  varipty  that  has  spiced 
its  sober  Hfe. 

I  used  to  hear  in  New  Loni]i>n  of  the  Hon.  ^-Ir.  La^v,  a  man  famed  for 
rei)artee.  It  is  -aid  to  liave  chanced  one  thiy  \vlicn  he  was  in  Con;xi'ess, 
that  a  drove  of  mules  fia-SL-fl  aiMU.'  by  the  capitol,  moving  southwardly. 
'•See  here.  Law,  see  Iiere,'"  >a!d  a  member,  "  some  of  your  constituents 
are  goinc:  by.*'  ••  Ye-,  ye-,"  replieil  the  Yankee  statesman,  as  he  looked 
upon  the  traveh-rs,  "  L^iinir  Sjutii  to  teach  school."  If  he  meant  to  in- 
sinuate—  of  cuur-e  he  did  not  —  ihat  the  business  of  the  selioolma-ter 
is  a  muli-li  bu-iiie--.  iii-  readv  viit  was  woundinsf  to  large  numbers  of  our 
tribe,  a-  well  a-  tu  the  head-  ot'  Suuthern  juveniles. 

4.  Coming  to  moritl  trait<.  I  do  not  hesitate  to  claim  tor  the  Hoyts  a 
morality  rather  ab.,ve  tiitsn  belnw  the  average. 

As  I  have  already  imiiuated.  the  name  does  not  tigure  in  criminal  lit- 
erature, and  amon_''  new-pajier  scandals.  Few  names  have  furnished  less 
material  for  police  r<-pi>rt-.  court  records,  and  the  sensational  paragraphs 
that  shock  the  mor;d  .-en-e  of  news-readers.  I  have  never  heard  of  a 
Hoyt  murderer,  or  bursj-hir.  or  ]ii;_di\vay  robber. 

Simon  Hoyt.  ^up[iM-ed  to  have  been  the  "first  member  of  the  Iloyt 
family  who  emigiated  to  Xew  P^ngland,"  took  the  oath  of  freeman  in 
Massachusetts  in  IG.Jl.  a-  a  lover  of  law  and  order.  In  October,  lC3o,  he 
was  cho-en  one  of  liie  town's  committee  in  Dorchester  to  "  :ee  to  lences 
for  the  East  feilde."  That  speaks  well  for  him  as  a  man,  vigilant  for  the 
rights  of  property,  whieh  he  wuuld  have  all  the  cattle  taught  to  respect. 
He  wa-  called  "GiMMlman  Ii'.>yt."  and  the  people  of  Wind-or  thouii-ht  him 
good  enough  to  be  made  a  ciiurcii  elder  or  dtnvcon.  "  Oidd  Goode  Ilovt," 
who  died  in  10-14.  was  ••  pu--ibly  wife  or  relative  of  Simon,''  according  to 
the  history  I  quote  fmm  :  ami  lie  is  set  down  as  "probably  the  ancestor  of 
the  Hoyts  of  Connecticut  and  Wiz-t'-rn  Ma->acliu-etts.''  I  may  theretbro 
suppose  my  father.  Jame-  Tayior  ILivt.  who  was  born  in  Bethel,  of  this 
State,  to  have  descended  from  the -aid  "Gnodmau"  and  "Goode."  Islj 
father  was  a  man  very  carelui  U)  kee[t  tiie  t'ences  up.  ]Many  a  falh-n  mil 
have  I  seen  him  jiick  up  and  lay  in  its  })lace  on  tlie  fences  of  his  neighbors, 
to  protect  their  crop-.  lie  wa>  more  accomtuodating  to  his  neighbors,  we 
sometimes  thought,  than  he  cciuld  aiibrd  to  be  to  his  own  children.  He 
would  never  take  for  anythiii'j  umrc  than  what  he  belie\ed  to  be  its  ju-t 
value.  He  was  a  cluircii-el'h-r.  whr)  lau.^iit  !ii-  family  to  fear  God.  ll\^ 
kept  Saturday  eveniuL'-s.  He  .v(nii.l  -uiuetimes  muimt  hi-  hor-e.  after  a  da^-'s 
work,  and  ride  iCXKiw  mile?  tu  be  at  the  prayei'-uieeting  ul'  lite  cliurch. 
He  ^tudied  utility,  and  e?chev.-ed  ornament.  V\'hil''  he  -moked  tobacco,  and 
drank  a  half-glass  of  cider  with  his  dinner,  he  drank  nothing  stronger,  sel- 
dom exceeded  tiie  half-^las-,  and  never  a-ked  hi-  ijovs  to  draw  tlie  cider 
for  him  after  they  signed  the  toral  ab-iiuenee  pldige.  He  \\a->  a  peace- 
maker, a  man  of  pure  lite,  a  patriot,  and  a-  iiifie  a-liamed  a.?  lie  had  ne'ed 
to  be  of  his  Puritanic  origin.  He  was  never  .-ued  at  the  law  \'in-  a 
debt.      He   never   sued   anybody.     He    acted  often   as   an   umpire,   when 
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others  (li-a;;ree(l.  Similar  t'ling-  niiLrlit  be  sai'I  of  hi>  brother-,  ami  of 
IL)vts  of  my  native  rr.non  abuut  Saraioj-a.  Aii'l  it'  1  cannot  say  wirh 
ruf'Tunre  to  Goodiuan  Simian,  or  co  my  revered  father  now  in  lu'aven, 
"■  ^V>  lino  disce  oi/ines"  T  fan  atlirin  that  they  were  not  exeeptional  men 
amonu'  the  members  of  our  tribe. 

As  httle  have  ili.:.-e  of  tlie  o[her  sex  who  have  iUu^frated  the  womanly 
virtues,  been  ex-./prional  v.-omen  of  tlie  tribe.  ■•  j>Iany  Jaua-hters  "  of  the 
primitive  Simon  "  have  (Ime  virtuou^ly."  The  words  of  Kimr  Lemuel, 
in  the  prophecy  that  hi:-  mother  taupht  him,  —  words  that  admirably  describe 
the  izood  wife.  —  miglit  In- a[iplied  to  tliem  generally  without  profanation. 
Their  rrentle  charm-  have  as  a  rule  wun  tor  them  hu>bands  ;  and  it  may 
as  a  rule  be  sai^l  of  the  Iloyt  maide-n  wun  by  her  suitor,  that  '•  the  heart 
of  her  husband  doth  safely  tni-t  in  her.  .-o  that  he  shall  have  no  neeil  of 
spoil.  Slie  will  do  him  good  and  not  evil  ;dl  tlie  days  of  her  liie  .  .  .  She 
looketh  well  to  the  wtiys  ot'  h'-r  hou>-ehold.  and  eateth  not  the  bread  of 
idleness.  Her  children  ri,-e  up  and  call  lu-v  blessed  ;  her  husl)and  al-o,  and 
he  praiseth  her."' 

You  have  lu>ard  the  lett.  i-  nf  Senator  Slierman.  relative  to  his  mother, 
Mary  Iloyt,  of  Xorwalk.  wi,o  went  from  Connecticut  with  her  hu-liaud.  in 
1811,  to  \>rave  the  jieril-  and  hardships  of  liorder  life  in  Ohio.  Left  a 
widow  with  eleviai  children,  -he  exhibited  the  wi^dumand  energy  of  a  noble 
womanhood  in  bringing  them  up.  Tier  memory  is  now  revered  by  sons 
and  daughters  whom  the  nation  holds  dear.  She  is  but  one  of  a  great 
multitude  deserving  such  liliai  te-timonials. 

The  court  records  of  old  Norfolk  County,  in  ]\Lassachusetts.  tell  oi'  a  frol- 
ic indulged  in  by  Dorothie  Iloyt,  in  1G77.  in  putting  on  man's  a})parel  ;  for 
which  unseemly  act.  being  by  the  grand  jury  indicted.  ?he  thou::ht  it  pru- 
dent to  leave  the  county.  It  l)rouLdu  upon  her  father  a  penalty  ot'  forty 
shillings,  besides  costs,  whicli  he  had  to  pay  forthwith,  in  corn  or  money,  to 
the  treasurer  of  the  county.  Tliat  too  "  manly  "  freak,  so  far  as  my  read- 
ing and  knowledirc  cro.  ha-  not  been  repeated  by  any  of  the  ladiis  of  our 
connection  since  Durothie's  liay. 

Our  venerable  cousin,  Cbudd  R.  Iloyt  of  ?.Iinnesota.  expres-es  him-clf 
as  follows:  "As  near  as  I  have  been  able  to  a-certain.  the  Iloyt  tamily 
all  sprang  from  that  part  of  God's  creation  which  were  mad^'  sub- 
ject to  vanity.  Cc^nsequently.  we  must  look  beyond  the  Iloyt  tanidy  tor 
perfection.  But  notwith-tanding  all  this,  I  believe  the  Iloyt  fa.mily.  in 
point  of  personal  appearance,  moral  stamina,  and  general  re-iie^'iaijility, 
will  com[iare  well  with  any  other  name  or  tamily  in  the  United  States,  or 
any  other  country.''     You  will.  I  presume,  agree  with  the  old  gentfinan, 

5.  I  am  rather  taxin^r  vour  patience,  yet  mu.-t  say  a  little  touching  the 
religion-  charaeteri^iics  of  i.'ur  tribe. 

Our  family  hi-torian  ob-erve-.  that  "the  earlier  generations  were  of  the 
strict  Puritan  faith;  l)ut  Ijetwem  the  middle  and  the  close  of  the  la-t  cen- 
tury, some  individuals  adojued  Baptist  and  Quaker  -entime-nts.  atid  uow  all 
sects  and  .-hades  of  religious  belief  (including  ihe  3lMrinMii-  and  Slaikers) 
number  amouL'- their  adherents  those  b-mrinL''  the  nam.-  nf  Iloyt." 

In  New  England,  the  Conijrreiiational.  Episcopal.  I\b-thotlist.  ami  Baptist 
churches  arc  numerously  repre.-ented  l)v  us.  Cinircue-  of  the-  L  i.itarian, 
Swedcnborgian.  and  I'niver-ali-t  order  have  a  smaller  repre-.-a'ation. 
The    Presbyte-iian   com;.ri-e.-   a   few.      In   New  York.  Pennsvl'-aiiia.  New 
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Jersey,  and  the  States  of  the  We-t,  the  Preshyterian  element  is  laro-'^r. 
A  lew  of  our  name  are  known  to  be  identilied  with  the  Pre.-bvtrTinni-ra 
of  the  South.  A  tVw  in  tlie  British  Provinces  'oelons;  to  the  Chm-ch  of 
Enghmd.  'We  are.  as  a  tribe,  religiously  inclined,  and  our  alhliatior,-  nre 
most  abundant  with  the  denominations  commonly  distinguished  as  "  ortlio- 
dox." 

]\[rs.  Mary  Elizabeth  Pee>e.  si-ter  of  Major  Gencrai  Sherman  and  Sen- 
ator Sherman,  at'ter  expressing  her  regrets,  and  those  of  her  children,  that 
they  cannot  share  the  honors  and  pleasures  of  the  present  gathering, 
records  her  sincere  prayer  that  (iod  will  meet  with  and  bless  n-.  and  that 
our  meeting  together  may  cement  us  closer,  religiously,  intellecluaily,  and 
socially. 

^ehcmiah  Iloyt,  of  Auburn.  X.  Y.,  born  in  1800,  in  Ridcreudd,  of 
this  county,  informs  u-  that  both  his  iiarents  were  iiumble.  devoted  Chris- 
tians ;  that  they  raised  seven  suns  and  one  daughter  ;  that  all  these  except 
one  son  are  living  and  have  tamilies;  that  luisbands  and  wives  and  many 
of  their  children  are  members  of  Presbyterian  churches ;  that  among  the 
number  are  four  ruling  elders  ami  tliree  deacons;  that  all  are  loval  to  the 
government;  and  that  none  usc  tnbacco  or  any  intoxicating  drink.  Of 
our  present  gathering  he  writes  :  "  3Iay  our  lieavenly  Eather  favor  it,  and 
shed  down  upon  each  one  who  shall  ])e  present,  and  all  Avho  must  be  ab- 
sent, the  blessing  of  grace  and  salvation  :  so  that  we  may  glorify  God  in 
our  lives,  and  be  prepared  tor  that  larger  and  more  perfect  and  glorious 
meeting  in  heaven  I  "  He  adds,  ■•  Many  of  our  cousins  with  whom  I 
am  acquainted  are  Christians." 

Simeon  Iloyt,  of  Lirminghara.  Ohio,  the  son  of  Simeon,  now  in  his  86th 
year,  and  grandson  of  Comtbrt  Iloyt,  of  Danbury,  Coim.,  writes  in  a  similar 
tone :  "  We  send  you  our  ^''reeting.  ]May  there  be  a  mighty  gathering ! 
May  it  be  one  of  proht  1  3Iay  it  tend  to  form  and  cement  bonrls  of  l.-ve 
and  friendship,  which  shall  exi~t  forever!  May  our  good  Father  above 
smile  itpun  and  ble--  yoiu-  ellort-.  that  they  may  tend  to  his  glory,  and  that 
the  gathering  may  be  one  which  shall  be  remembered  during  many  genera- 
tions ! "  . 

This  invocation  we  adopt  to-day  in  the  father-land. 

May  all  our  loved  kindred  be  one  in  Him  who  is  humanity's  model,  *•  of 
whom  the  whole  family  in  heaven  and  earth  is  named !  " 


A  song  was  written  for  the  occasion  by  Eev.  James  Hoyt,  of  New 
Jersey,  commencing.  — 

"We  have  met,  we  have  met  in  the  father-land, 
Where  "the  tnl>es  go  up,"  where  their  ahars  stand. 

Tliis  song,  with  piano  accompaniment  by  the  same  author,  has  been 
published  in  sheet  form,  and  can  be  obtained  of  either  of  the  Publication 
Committee.  4 
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EARLY   HISTORY   OF    THE   HOYT   NAME   AND  FAMILY. 

BV  DAVID  W.  IIOVT,  OF  RHODE  IsL.VXD. 

During  the  fi-.v^t  half  of  tin.-  Christian  era.  each  of  our  ance^tors  prob- 
ablv  bore  a  sin-i'.-  munv.  as  i-  .-till  the  cu.-toai  ainoiig  .<oiiie  nations.  AYlien 
it  was  ituportani  lu  di,-tiuixui~h  two  persons,  bearing  tlie  same  appellation, 
a  S'./r«r;«ie  would  perhaps  be  i--niployeu,  expri/s?i\e  of  some  [)eculiarity  of 
the  individual  ;  but  it  did  not  doeend  from  father  to  son.  As  the  inunbi.T 
of  persons  bearinir  the  same  Cliristian  name  increased,  the  neee-~ity  for 
some  method  of  distinLniishinc''  them  must  have  been  more  deeply  tVlt,  t-- 
pecially  when  the  intercourse  of  man  with  man  became  more  general  and 
extensive.  Accordingly,  about  eight  or  nine  centuries  ago,  near  tin-  time 
of  the  Xorman  cvnMnc.~t./((;/i!'.''/ Ha/«eA- came  into  use  in  England,  at  Ica^t 
among  the  uppe-r  clav-e.-.  and  .-uon  hereditary  surnames  liecaine  univer.-al. 

"We  prefer  no  elaim  to  a  d./-cent  trom  the  iN'orman  invaders  wdio'.'  names 
appear  in  the  ••  Battel-Alil'...-y  Koll "  or  "Doomsday-book."  If  our  an- 
cestor was  at  the  battle  <.if  Ila-tings,  he  may  have  done  his  utmost  to  over- 
thre'W  the  conquf:-rer.  AVe  are  not  certain  that  he  then  bore  the  name  of 
Hoyt ;  for  we  liave  not  y<.'t  tbinid  the  name  in  early  Engli.<h  hi.^t^.•ry.  Al- 
though many  family  names  had  their  origin  abour  the  timi-  of  th(;  Xnrnian 
connue-t.  yet  new  ones  mu.~t  have  sprung  up  afterwards,  and  many  olf- 
shoots  of  the  old  stock  have  been  so  much  chang<^d  that  their  paternity  has 
not  been  discovered.  The  precise  time  of  the  origin  of  our  name,  the  in- 
dividual who  tirst  bore  it,  and  the  locality  wliere  it  origiir.itod,  are  alike  un- 
known to  us.  It  i^  seldom  mentioned  in  books  of  heraldry,  and  trea:i-p*  on 
surnames  are  strancrely  silent  respecting  it.  We  are,  therefore,  compelled 
to  obrain  intorma;;...!!  tVom  other  sources. 

Mu-t  surnam-.--  oricinati-d  tVom  the  estate  or  residence  of  the  one  who  first 
bore  it,  some  event  connected  with  him,  his  occupation,  or  some  personal 
peculiarity.  The  name  Iloyt  seems  to  belong  to  the  latter  class,  and  is 
doubtless  of  English  origin,  for  hoit  wvas  once  a  current  English  word,  and 
perhaps  is  still  heard  in. some  parts  of  England.  "Welister  and  Worcester 
mention  it  only  as  an  obsolete  verb,  meaning  "  to  leap  ;  to  caper."  Rich- 
ardson connects  /fjit  with  hoist  and  /</r//^^  and  gives  the  meanings,  "to  rai-e, 
to  elevate,  to  elat'-  ;  lo  be  in  Iii'jh  spirits  ;  to  throw  or  leap  up  or  about,  as 
in  /ii^h  spirits."     He  cjuotes,  — 

"  First  that  could  make  love  faces,  or  coiiM  doe 
.    The  vaher's  sumer<:uiU<.  or  u?f<l  to  wcme 
Witli  li'i^thifj  irambuls,  his  own  bones  to  iireake 
To  make  his  mi^tris  merry." 

UunnCs  Projrtss  of  the  Soul.  (s.  47.) 

Yariou>  En'ili-h  o'lo-iaries  of  obsolete  words  say  that  "  fo  hoit  "  means 
"to  indulLTe  in  riutou-  and  noi-v  mirth."  and  from  it  deriv(;  the  adjective 
expre— ion  "//'"'•;/-''.'('.''/."  or  ••  lili;j-fit>i"  meaning  thoughtie.-s,  haughty,  gay, 
and  noi.-y.     1  h._-y  tpinte  such  pa-sages  a?  tlie<e  :  — 

"Ami  tlierc  he  livr-  at  li.i'ne.  ami  .■;ini:s  ami  luiii:^.  ami  revel-;  amonL'  hi.s  (h-unk'H  com- 
panions."— B::i'-iiu.'d  ana  l-ltr!,-r\  Kuiij/U  of  the  Burniii;;  P<..di\  (Act  -4,  Scene  L) 
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"  ^Yc  shall  iiave  such  a  iioiiiiwi  here  anon, 
You'll  wonder  at  it.  " 

Webfler's  Thraciaii  Wonder.     (Act  2,  Stme  1.) 

"  For  que?tionle«?e  tiie  court  i.-;  not  a  place  for  children,  a  scboolo  for  infants,  nor  a 
market-jilaeu  for  iioye-;,  ami  iimiiiim^,  and  i^naveries,  but  a  ])hice  of  vertue,  wiscdorae,  and 
prudence." — Fas<[,i.j':r  «/  UuiC' n.do,   1612. 

In  tlie  North  of  Eii^anil.  Z-o/V  has  been  used  as  a  noun,  meaning  "an 
awkward,  iil-bred  youtlu  cspc'ci;illy  a  t'emale  ;  and  in  the  East,  the  expres- 
sion Jioit-a-poit  "  imphcd  "  assuming  airs  of  importance  unsuitable  to  years 
or  sianon." 

In  Lancaster,  lioit  lias  been  used  for  '•  a  large  stick,"  and  in  Bucks  for  "a 
newt.'' 

A-  all  the  sulistantive  meanings  of  the  word  were  of  a  local  character, 
it  seems  most  pi-obable  tliat  our  ancL-tor  took  hi-  name  from  the  lirst  of  the 
above  senses,  the  verb  to  hoit.  His  hi  (/It  .yjirits  ddubtle.-s  led  him  to  exer- 
cise both  lim1)S  and  lung-  in  the  arldi'iic  and  nui-y  -ports  of  his  time,  until 
in  ''■  Jioi/finri"  he  excelled  his  crimrades.  and  tlni-  the  n;une  became  athxed 
to  him  and  his  de.-ceiidants.  Yet  surname-  might  sometimes  have  l>eeu 
ironically  applied,  and.  if  any  one  prefers  it.  he  may  consider 
that  his  ancestor  posses-ed  low  spirit-,  a  lack  of  ]»liy-ical  \  igor,  a  quiet  be- 
havior, and  a  meek  cliai'acter.  which  gained  this  deri-ive  appellation  from 
his  rude  and  noisy  coinp;nuon-.  as  Ptolemy  Pliiladelphu-.  the  lover  of  his 
brother,  was  so  called  liecause  he  caused  his  brothers  to  be  put  to  deatli. 

Although  our  name  i-  douiitless  of  Engli-h  oriLfin,  yet  we  -hould  judge 
that  those  who  bear  it  have  not  been  verv  lUHiierous  in  England.  The 
name  occurs  but  three  times  in  the  London  Directory  tor  1^-3-3,  and  in 
that  for  1858. 

The  earliest  mention  of  the  name  in  any  Engli.-h  book  which  we  have 
seen  is  the  following  Irom  the  Supplement  to  "liurke's  Dictionary  of  the 
Landed  Gentry  "'  :  '"The  Kev.John-Hav.kes  3Iules,  b.  in  17-34,  vicar  of 
Ihuinster,  CO.  Somerset,  ra.  in  1781,  Sarah,  dau.  of  Jolm  Hcyte.  Esq." 
On  the  list  of  subscribers  for  CoUinson's  Hi.-tory  of  the  County  of  Somer- 
set, published  in  1701.  are  "John  Iloyte,  es([.,  "William  Hoyte,  escp  ;  Curry- 
Rivel."  In  18.3ij,  IJev.  Henry  Roberts,  minister  of  Curry  Kivell,  wrote 
that  Katharine  Hoyte.  a  grau'ldaughter  of  Wm.  Iloyte,  was  the  only  repre- 
sentative of  the  tamily  who  then  bore  the  name  in  those  parts  :  so  that  the 
name  is  in  a  fair  way  to  li.'come  extinct  in  that  region.  3Ir.  Roberts 
speaks  of  the  homestead  of  the  tamily,  and  of  an  old  date  on  the  premises, 
so  that  the  family  have  probably  been  settled  in  that  place  tor  some  length 
of  time.  Murray's  Hand  Book  says  of  Curry  Kivell,  ''  The  Church  is 
■worth  a  visit :  it  is  a  hoary  embattled  building  with  beautiful  windows,  and 
roof,  screen,  and  -eats  of  carved  oak."  It  is  possible  this  may  be  the  place 
from  which  our  ance-tor-  emigrated,  yet  the  hypothesis  rests  upon  the  fact 
that  we  happ(?n  to  know  of  no  other  region  where  the  family  has  been  lo- 
cated in  England. 

In  dictionaries  and  glossaries  the  word  liolt  is  more  t'rc'qui'ntly  sfjelled 
with  an  i;  but  in  two  of  the  (piotations  we  have  given  t'roai  (_)id  autliors,  y 
is  used,  and  it  i^  sometimes  found  in  a  third..  The  spellini;'  of  our  name  in 
Englaiivl  at  the  present  time  i.-  IIOYTt:.  ahiiough  ]\[r.  Kolna'ts  writes  that 
"  it  has  formerly  been  spelt    IIuyt,   as  aiipears   from  an   old   date   on  the 
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premises  now  occupied  by  "  the  familv  in  Currj  Rivell.  We  liave  seen  no 
other  spelling  but  Ho>jfe  in  an  En-lish  bonk  ;  but  on  American  records  we 
have  seen  it  spelled  in  more  than  twenty  diilcreut  ways.  Tlie  e  v,-a>  some- 
times added  on  old  records  in  this  country,  thougli  the  name  is  found  Iloite 
quite  as  irecjuently  as  Iloite. 

The  three  most  common  wav^  of  spelling  the  name  in  the  United  States, 
at  the  present  time,  are  Ho]it.  H>it.  and  Hoitt.  Tlie  latter  {Hoilt)  origin- 
ated in  Xorthwood,  X.  H.,  near  the  close  of  the  last  century,  and  has  been 
adopted  by  few  individuals  except  those  descended  from  the  Xorthwood 
branch.  Iloit  came  into  use  in  Xew  Hampshire,  near  the  middle  of  the 
last  century,  and  is  now  mostly  connned  lo  the  families  of  that  state.  Other 
families  have  sometimes  used  that  s[)elling.  as  well  as  the  kindred  one  Hait : 
but  mo?t  of  them  have  returned  to  the  old  form,  Ilu^t,  which  seems  to  have 
been  the  original  spelling,  in  this  country. 

The  HirjJd  families  of  Maine  and  Xew  Idampshire  are  descended  from 
ancestors  who  spelled  the  name  Ilont  or  Hoit.  Hlqht  was  adopted  about 
the  middle  of  the  last  century,  and  doubtles?  owes  its  origin  to  a  corrupt 
pronunciation.  This  branch  of  the  Iliyld  family  is  now  mostly  conlined 
•to  the  sate  of  3Iaine. 

There  are  Highi  families,  in  Philadelphia,  of  German  or  Dutch  origin, 
whose  ancestors  came  to  this  country  within  the  last  century.  It  is  said 
that  the  name  was  originally  spelled  Haydt.  but  pronounced  like  the  Angli- 
cized form  Hlrjld. 

An  a  was  t'rL-(pieiitly  used  for  o,  in  the  name  Hoijt,  on  the  earlv  records 
of  Connecticut ;  and  we  ocea-ionally  tind  Ha]jt  for  Hui/tow  the  early  records 
of  Amesbury.  3Iass.  During  the  eighteenth  CL-ntury,  the  spelling  Hait 
was  emjdoyed  on  the  records  of  some  towns  in  Connecticut,  wdiere.  in  the 
seventeenth  and  nineteenth.  Hojjt  is  found.  It  therefore  seems  quite  proba- 
ble that  Haijts,  Halts,  and  Haifjhts,  originating  in  this  State  (Connecticut), 
are  a  branch  of  the  Hoyt  race. 

Mr.  lioliurts  writes  that  the  English  pronunciation  of  the  vowel  sound 
of  the  name  is  "  like  oi  in  voice.'"  This  is  the  common  })ronuncia:iun  in 
this  country,  at  the  [iresent  time.  This  sound  is.  however,  soin<'tlmes  vul- 
garly contracted  into  the  long  sound  of  i.  as  in  lust  for  hoist,  hlle  for  hoil, 
pint  ?or  point,  pl-son  i'ov  poison,  etc.  In  the  same  manner  Hoit  ha^  some- 
times been  mi-[)ronounced,  and  has  thus  driven  ri~e  to  the  name  Hiqkt.  be- 
fore mentioned.  Perhaps  the  interchangeable  use  of  Hoijt  and  Hyatt  has 
a  similar  origin. 

The  first  of  our  family  mentioned  in  connection  with  the  early  settlers  of 
this  country  is  one  William  Hoyt.  He  appears  to  have  been  a  member 
of  John  Pobinson's  congregation  at  Leyden,  before  the  Pilgrims  embarked 
on  the  31ayliower  for  Plymouth.  He  is  mentioned  as  a  brother-in-law  of 
Sam.uel  PullL-r  -of  London,  in  England."  and  was  a  witness  of  his  marriage 
at  Leyden  in  1CI3.  Seven  years  afterwards,  this  Samuel  Fuller  came  to 
Plymouth  in  the  Mayflower,  and  was  the  first  phv-ician  of  the  colony,  and 
deacon  of  the  churcli  there,  as  he  had  betai  in  Holland;  but  wetin<l  no  evi- 
dence that  William  Hoyt  accompanied  him.  Accor<ling  to  Hon.  IL-nrv  C.. 
Murpliy,  our  minister  at  the  Hague,  from  v.iiose  account  in  the  lli-toi-ii-il 
Magazine  tor  Ib.J'J  we  have  drawn  these  items,  not  more  than  one  halt'  of 
Mr.  Pobinion's  congregation  came  to  this  country,  at  least  iu  the   first  four 
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sliip=,  the  Mavtiower.  the  Fortune,  the  Ann.  and  the  Little  Jame-.  Some 
of  tho-e  w!iO  remained  behind,  "  llkn  Robin.-on's  own  children.  l)ecanie  ab- 
sorbed  in  the  Dutch  popuhition  ;"  but  otliers  may  have  subseqaenrly  come 
to  America,  or  po-~ibly  returned  to  Endand.  As  therein  no  record  of  any 
such  "William  Iloyt  in  New  En'_dand  ;  and,  moreover,  as  we  pos-f--^  no  evi- 
dence that  he  had  a  faniily,  wiuiewe  can  trace  our  descent  from  ILjyts  wiio 
were  in  thi-  country  shorily  a'ter  the  landina;  of  the  Pilgrims,  we  certainly 
have  no  sulicient  rea-^on  to  claim  this  associate  of  the  Pilgrim  Fatiicrs  as 
our  ancestor. 

Since  writing  the  above,  an  unpleasant  suspicion  ha>  arisen  that  the 
William  Iloyt  may  have  !)een  none  other  than  the  WiUiam  White  whose 
marriage  to  Anna  Fuller  is  recorded,  with  Sam.  Fuller  as  a  witne.-s.  and 
who  came  to  this  country,  and  shortly  after  died  here.  The  namp  of  Wm. 
Hoyt  occurs  in  two  distinct  places  in  Mr.  Murphy's  paper  ;  but  it  nmst 
have  come  through  the  r)utch  spelling,  and  loe  certainly  know  from  our 
own  experience  how  ea-ily  Hoijt  and  Wliite  are  mistalicn  for  each  other. 
As  William  White  was  doul)tless  a  brother-indaw  of  Sam.  Fulhn-,  the 
Christian  name  of  tlie  two  i-  the  same,  and  the  record  i-  -ilent  u])on  the 
subsequent  history  of  Wm.  Iloyt,  but  gives  that  of  Wm.  ^Vlfite  ;  tlic  sus- 
picion that  tlie  two  arc  idi-nti(;'al  is  certainly  worth  entertaining,  and  we 
therefore  gladly  turn  to  i'acts  which  rest  upon  a  more  secure  foun>latit)n. 

On  no  published  list  of  passen^'crs  from  the  Old  World  to  the  Xcw  have 
we  been  able  to  tind  the  name  of  Idoyt.  Our  ancestors  api)eared  here  with- 
out leaving  any  trace  by  which  we  can  make  out  the  connection  with  the 
mother  coimtry ;  although  wr  l)y  no  means  despair  of  learning  sometiiing 
in  the  future,  when  the  English  records  shall  have  been  more  thoroughly 
searched. 

So  far  as  is  now  known  to  us,  the  Hoyt  famdv  of  this  country  seems  to 
have  sprung  from  two  men,  SiMOX  Hoyt  and  Joiix  Hoyt.  between  whom 
we  have  not  been  aide  to  trace  any  relationship.  It  is  [)OS.-ible  that  they  may 
have  been  brothers  ;  but  Simon  was  probably  at  least  ten  years  older  than 
John.  The  latter  could  not  have  been  a  son  of  the  former,  if  John,  of 
Fairfield,  Conn.,  was  his  son. 

One  of  these  founders  of  our  family,  as  we  shall  presently  learn,  seems 
to  have  changed  his  residence  in  this  country  quite  trequently  :  but  the  lirst 
trace  of  the  other  is  found  in  the  same  town  where  he  idterwards  lived  and 
died,  for  Sali-bury  and  Ame^l>ury  were  originally  one. 

The  name  of  Hoyt  is  tir.-t  found  in  this  country  in  1G29,  when,  as  Drake 
informs  u-,  "  Simon  Hoyti:  "  is  on  the  "  List  of  the  names  of  such  as  are 
known  to  have  been  in  Salem  and  al)Out  the  north  side  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Bay,  before  and  in  the  year  1G2'J."  Savage,  however,  savs  he  was 
in  Charle-town  in  1G29.  Hi-  name  ap[)ears  on  tiie  tir>t  li-t  of  "  sucli  as 
tooke  the  Oath  of  Freemen"  in  Ma-s.,  18th  3Liy,  lOol.  We  tin  1  Simon 
Hoyt  mentioned  ou  the  records  of  Dorche-ter,  3Iass,  in  iGo-'J,  and  tiie  his- 
tory of  Dorchester  states  that  he  was  there  "  early,  probably  IG-jH,"  but 
"removed  to  Windsor  and  was  an  Elder  or  Deacon  there."  We  hiid.  how- 
ever, that  there  was  a  Simon  Hoyt  or  Simeon  Hayte  in  Scituate  about  this 
time.  Dean  states  that  he  was  in  Scituate  in  IGoo  and  probably  earlier, 
and  that  traces  of  him  there  disappear  titter  IGJG.  As,  however,  he  was 
iu  Dorchc-ter  in  ICoo,  while  hi.-:.  hou;e  in  Scituate  was  built  later  than 
G 
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Sept.,  1634.  and  lie  diil  not  join  the  Seituate  church  till  April.  IG:]'),  it 
seems  proljable  tiiai  Dean  \va~  mistaken  in  rczarJ  to  the  first-named  date. 
On  old  record-  ndatini;-  to  Seiiuate  he  *  is  frefjucntly  called  Goodman  Ilait. 
One  Smith  i-  m..-uti<iiicd  a-  hi-  liroihrn-,  and  it  is  stated  that  Mr.  Bower 
bouLrht  his  hoiiM'  in  Seituate. 

It  seems  probable.  th(*n.  tiiat  Simon  IL^yt  fir-t  ajipear.s  in  either  Cliarles- 
town,  Salem,  or  some  plaee  on  the  north  -ide  of  ^la-sachu-etts  Bay  in 
1G29,  but  Settled  in  Dore!ie-ter  about  IGo''.  removed  to  Seituate  about 
1G34.  and  then  joined  the  colony  ot'  Rev.  Ephraini  Iluit,  on  the  way  to 
Windsor,  in  l&d'?.  Four-.Mre  acres  of  land  in  Wind-or  were  granted  to 
Simon  Hoyt  in  lo40,  and  tiu^  -ame  vear  he  and  his  family  were  "freed 
from  watch  and  ward  "  until  t'^u'ihcr  order  I.iy  the  court.  A  son  Benjamin 
was  born  to  him  in  Wiiid-M;-  iu  l!.U4.  ami  the  >ame  year  "Quid  Goode 
Hoj't "  dii.'d  there,  —  prob'i'J'ly  the  mother  or  some'  relative  of  Simon. 
Simon  Iloyt  had  a  house-lot  Liranted  to  him  bv  Fairfield  in  1G40,  and  the 
same  year  purchased  other  land  there.  Savage  says  that  he  probaljly  not 
only  removed  trom  Windsor  to  Fairfield,  but  soon  after  that  to  Stamford, 
and  died  in  iGoO."^ 

There  probably  was  a  seeoiid  Simon,  a  son  of  the  first  Simon,  to  whom  some 
of  the  late'r  of  the  foregoing  recoi'ds  relate.  The  lir:;t  Simon  lloyt,  who 
must  have  been  born  sometime  betbre  the  year  IGOO.  wa-  undoubti'tlly  the 
emigrant  ancestor  of  the  Hoy  is  of  Connecticut  and  Western  Ma.-saciiusetts, 
and  probably  of  the  Ilavt-  abo. 

Several  IIo}'ts  now  a[ii"-'ar  in  C'lune'Cticut,  wlio  were  proViably  ^ons  of 
Simon.  3Io,-t  prominent  among  these  were  Walter,  Nicholas,  Thomas, 
Simon,  and  Jolm. 

Walter  Hoyt  was  prolnibly  born  in  England,  but  lii-  name  first  appears 
in  Windsor  in  lG4t).  where  he'  had  three  children.  He  re'iaoved  to  Fair- 
field County,  and  was  one  ot'  the  early  settlers  of  Norwalk.  about  1053, 
where  the  name  was  sometimes  written  Haite,  or  Hyatt.  His  name  i're- 
quently  appeared  on  the  rec.'nl-.  and  he  was  evidently  a  prominent  man, 
for  he  was  deputy  to  the  Gen-zral  Court  in  IGoS,  1G59,  IGGl.  1GG7,  and 
so  on  to  1G81.  He  was  conrirmed  sergeant  of  a  company  at  Xorwaik  by 
the  General  Court  in  IGo'J,  and  thenceforward  was  sometimes  styled 
Sergeant  Walter  Hen-t. 

In  1G70  he  was  chosen  to  Ix^at  the  drum  on  all  occasions  required,  and 
in  1G80  his  son  Zerubbabel  was  to  perform  the  same  ollice  for  Xorv/alk. 
In  those  times  this  signal  prolnibly  teiok  the  place  of  the  alarm-bell  of  the 
present  day,  and  wa-  u.-ed  lo  call  the  people  toe-ether  in  times  of 
danger,  and  for  public  mt'etiiiL''-.  h\  1G72  'Walter  Hoyt  and  others  gave  in 
their  names  to  the  General  CViurt  tor  '•  the  beginiuL^  of  a  plantation  neare 
the  backside  of  Xnrwalke."  He-  wa-  al-'>  one  nf  the  pr.i!)r;i-tnr>  nauK.'d  of 
the  town  of  Xorwaik.  conlirnie  I  by  lln/  (baie-ral  Cuurt  in  ICmSJ. 

One  of  the  sons  of  Walter  IL'vt.  Zerubbabel.  a  fn-eman  and  vejter  in 
Xorwaik.  has  already  been  named,  a-  fieaiinu'-  the  dnn/i.  He  afterwards, 
in  1713,  wa-  a|i[Hjinted  to  rins:  the  bell.  Another  -on.  John,  wa^  born  in 
1G44,  married  3Iary  Llndall  in  IGGG,  and  wa-  ma-i'-  a  fre'eman  in 
X'orwalk  in  liiG7.  It  is  ,-aid  that  he  we-nt  to  D;ii!l)ury  and  let':,  .-ix  >'-.ns. 
A  Xichola^  ilnyt  wa<  deputy  for  Xorwaik  in  the  Cieiieral  Court  in  1G72, 
and  he  may  have  been  a  ;on  of  Walter. 

^  1G07,  Stamiord  Records. 
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The  second  of  tiiese  supposed  sons  of  Simon  was  XicnoLAS  Hoyt,  who 
seems  to  have  rem;une<l  in  Winl^or  till  his  death,  in  1G55,  only  nine  years 
after  his  marriage  to  Su-anna  J;iyce.  The  inventory  of  his  e-tate  amounted 
>)  £148,  —  somethinir  of  a  sura  ibr  those  days.  Nicholas  and  Walter  iloyt, 
V,  hom  we  have  supposed  to  be  bivtherSjSoId  twenty  acres  of  land  in  Vv'ind- 
.- jr  to  "William  Hannum.  In  ICGS,  Samuel  Iloyt,  the  eldest  sun  of  Nicho- 
las Iloyt.  who  had  jasi  become  of  age,  soW  the  house  and  land  about  it, 
wliich  had  been  hi^  father's.  It  is  said  that  this  Samuel  died  young  and 
unmarried.     None  of  the  tamily  ~eem  to  have  remained  in  Windsor. 

Onlv  two  sons  of  Nicholas  lived  to  become  the  heads  of  fomihes.  One  of 
these  was  Jonathan,  who  was  h>A-n  in  1G49.  married  Sarah  Pond,  and  re- 
moved about  1G71  to  GuiUbrd.  v/hcre  he  had  a  family.  The  other;  David, 
is  better  known  in  history.  He  v^as  burn  in  IG-Jl,  and  removed  to  Had- 
ley,  Mass.,  before  1070.  and  to  D.-criicld  as  early  as  1682,  where  lie  was 
deacon  and  lieutenant.  He  was  three  times  married,  and  had  eight  children. 
When  the  Indian-  attacked  Deertield,  in  1704,  his  eldest  son  was  killed  in 
the  '■  meadow  fight,"  and  himsel:'.  his  wife,  and  four  children  were  carried 
away  captive.  The  youngest,  a  child  three  or  lour  years  old,  was  killed  by 
the  Indians  on  the  road,  The  deacon  him:^elt',  then  hfty-three  years  of  age, 
died  of  .starvation  near  tlie  "  Lov.-er  Cohos."'  One  son,  Ebenezer,  remained 
among  the  Indian^,  but  the  wiiL.nv.  one  son.  and  a  daugluer,  returned  from 
captivitv.  From  .Toiiarhan,  tlf  -iin  who  returned,  were  desceud<'d  Gen. 
Epa]>hra-:  Iloyt  and  the  others  who  have  done  honor  to  the  name  in  We.-tern 
Ma-sachu.-etts. 

Thomas  Hoyt  and  Snrox  IIuyt.  who  were  also  probably  sons  of  the 
first  Simon,  settled  in  Stamford.  They  and  their  descendants  have  already 
been  alluded  to  bv  the  hi.-tori;m  of  the  town,  in  his  remarks  before  this 
body  this  afternoon. 

Jonx  Hoyt.  the  other  supposed  son  of  Simon  Hoyt,  lived  in  Fairfield 
from  16-30  to  1664.  and  probably  removed  to  Westchester  County,  N.  Y. 

We  now  turn  to  the  other  crreat  branch  of  the  Hoyt  family,  that  which 
originated  in  Sali-lairy  and  Aine-bury,  Ma-s. 

The  name  of  John  Hoyt  freijuently  appears  on  all  tlie  earliest  records 
relating  to  Salisburv,  of  whie'.i  town  lie  was  one  of  the  original  settlers. 
Whether  he  had  previou:-ly  lived  in  other  towns  in  New  p]iigland,  does  not 
appear.  He  had  a  wife  and  two  children  at  the  time  of  his  removing  to 
the  new  settlement,  and  was  probably  twenty-five  or  thirty  years  of  age, 
having  probably  been  Imru  about  1610-15.  He  is  almost  the  only  individ- 
ual who  received  all  his  earlier  grants  of  land  at  the  ''  first  divi.-ion." 
This  would  seem  to  indicate  that  he  was  among  the  earliest  to  move  into 
town  ;  for  land  wa~  irraiited  on  the  condition  that  the  gi-antee  >h<_iuld 
reside  there.  .Jnha  ILy:  was  iLerefore  in  Sali.-bury  as  early  as  164U,  and 
perhap--  in  16-j8  or  ";;■,). 

IIi<  v,-a-  one  of  the  thirty  tainilies  tliat  removed  to  the  west  side  of  the 
Powow  River  in  164o.  aud  therefore  he  sold  his  house  on  the  ea-t  -ide  in 
1G47.  In  IGGrf  this  v*e-t  pari-h  was  named  Amesbury  by  ihe  (Jtaierai 
Court,  ;i;id  oa  all  the-  early  ri-.-urds  relating  to  it  hi.^  name  is  i:'e<[Ueniiy 
mentioned  as  prud«'ntial-man,  selectman,  coa-table,  jurynuin,  luo.bTatur  ot' 
town-meeting,  cummittee  to  settle  a  miiii-ter,  etc.  He  was  earl\-  appMiuh'd 
a  sergeant  of  the  Sah.-bury  mililary  com[iany,  and  i=  frequently  nienliuaed 
as  "  Sar;jent  Ilovt.'' 
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It  was  cu^tolnnrv  in  tIii>-o  <lay>  for  tlie  minn;-::v  on  any  question  in  town 
affairs  to  entL-r  tii'.'ir  '•  coiitrarv  Je-ent ''  upon  ;  i.iwn  reconl-.  Ills  name 
appears  in  this  way  with  M-.iiii-icnt  tr(/qucn<-y  :  [;ow  tliat  his  opinion  did 
not  always  coincide  witli  tliai  lA  tlie  niaJDriry.  ;  .  -rveral  cases  lie  entered 
his  '•contrary  de-ent  "  ali'ni'.  —  ojie  or'  them  ;  ■  >.  j-  on  the  question  of  his 
serving  as  selectman  in  IC>'2.  lie  was  eho-c:;  sanderator  of  tlie  lu-t  April 
town-meetina  which  occurrrd  betbre  his  de;i;ii.  in  1G88.  He  was  then 
probably  between  seventy  ;.nd  eighty  years  of  age.  but  could  not  have 
been  very  iulirni. 

John  Iloyi  was  twice  niarried,  and  had  thirteen  children.  Of  these 
only  tw'o,  Juhn  and  Thomas,  left  descendants  bearing  the  name  uf  IToyt. 
Both  lived  in  Aniesbury.  and  from  both  the  writer  is  descended. 

John  IIoyt.  oldest  .-on  uf  tiie  tirst  John,  wa<  born  about  lG.Li3.  He  is 
frequently  mentioned  on  tlie  early  records  relating  to  Ame^bury,  a>  receiv- 
ing and  Iraying  land,  taking  the  freeman's  oath  and  oath  of  "  allegiance 
and  fidelity,'"  a  "  .-tauding  lot-layer,"  constable,  juror,  ■'  chirke  "  of  the  market 
for  the  town,  etc.  He  was  al-o.  "  upon  the  request  and  choice  "  of  the  town, 
licensed  tor  several  years  to  kec|)  the  "  ordinary ''  at  the  new  town  of  Ames- 
bury,  '"to  provide  entertainment  fur  horse  men  and  foot  men  "  and  ".-ell  wine 
and  strong  waters."  In  uM  tieeds,  of  which  he  jjave  and  received  a  large 
Bumber,  he  is  sometimes  called  a  "  planter,"  and  .sometimes  a  •'  carpenter." 
He  always  signed  his  own  r.anie  In  full,  and  evidently  liad  a  jin'tty  good 
education  for  a  common  man  of  those  times.  In  100-3  we  tind  a  petition 
from  him  to  the  General  C"iu-t,  in  which  he  says  that  he  has  lately  met 
with  great  losses,  had  his  house  plundered  by  the  Indians,  and  been  visited 
with  much  sickness,  through  the  holy  alUicting  hand  of  God  u|)on  him,  and 
prays  to  be  released  from  Salem  jail,  where  he  was  eonlineil  tbr  '■'  non- 
satisfaction  of  the  arrears  of  the  rates  committed  to  him  to  collect."  while 
constable  of  Ame.-l)ury,  many  of  the  persons  from  whom  said  ariv;ars  were 
due  being,  as  lie  .-ays.  "  bo;ii  ibvid  and  removed  out  of  tlie  town."  Tiie  peti- 
tion was  grauieil,  on  co:id;;;un  that  he  give  security  to  pay  the  money 
within  two  years.  But  before  the  two  years  had  expired  (in  IG'JiJ),  when 
he  was  about  liftv-eight  years  old,  he,  with  a  young  man  named  Peters, 
was  killed  by  Indians,  in  Andover.  on  the  road  to  Haverhill. 

He  was  married,  in  lOo.i.  to  3Iary  Barnes,  who  survived  liim,  and  was 
living  in  ITUi.  It  is  probaide  that  she  is  the  Granny  Hoyt  who  tried  the 
experiment  of  u.-imr  the  powder-horn  in  kindling  the  fire,  and  thus  gave 
rise  to  the  expression  current  among  her  descendants,  '■  Quick  as  Granny 
Iloyt's  powder-horn."  This  pair  had  ten  children.  Tlie  four  ,-ons,  AVil- 
ham,  John,  Jo-eph,  and  Kobert,  all  had  families,  and  lived  in  Ame-bury, 
but  several  of  t/ieir  children  emigrated  to  various  parts  of  New  Hamp- 
shire. 

Thomas  IL:,yt,  the  second  srai  of  the  emigrant  John  Hoyt,  wa-  born  in 
IG-il.  It  .-•.•eui-  that  in  hi-  <-;ir!y  lil'e  he  worked  for  one  AValter  Taylor,  who 
was  so  no;.-y  and  turbulent  a  character  that  he  was  fre(iuentiy  obliued  to  ap- 
pear before  the  court.  Un  <jne  occa.-ion  Thomas  lloyi  and  Tiiouia- Jon:-on 
were  admoni-!ied  and  fined  live  siiillin'j's  a[)iece  for '.^oino- uway  .1; -orderly 
fruia  ili'.-ir  iu.i..=  :vr  \Valier,  and  Jo'.m  If  lyt,  -en.,  v,  a-  adnioni.-iir  i  Ibr  en- 
tertaining li:.-  .-on  at  that  time;  Imt  A's'aker  Ta} '."i-.  ■•  !br  u-iiri  eur-ing 
speech(;--  to  his  .-ervant-,"  wa-  lined  fu/i  .-iiiiling-.  r,io,ria-  lloyi  re'-ided  in 
Salisbury    uiuil  about  IG^iJ.  when  he  removed  to  Aiae.-liury.  uiiere  he  died 
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in  1691,  at  the  a2:e  of  liftv.  His  wife'?  mai.Ien  name  was  Marv  Brown, 
of  Salisbury.  Tiiey  had  tea  or  eleven  ehiMren.  ami  seven  of  their  suns, 
Thomas  cf  Ame?hury  ;  Ei'hraiin,  ut"  ILunpcon  Fall-,  N.  IT.  ;  John,  per- 
ha]is  of  Kittery,  Me.,  and  Dover  and  Xewinccton,  N.  H.  ;  William,  per- 
hafis  of  Ki[;ery  and  Xi-winsrton.  and  the  ance-tor  of  the  Hiirhts  of  tliat 
region;  I-^rael.  p.erhap-  of  Port-montli.  X.  II.;  Ben.jamin,  ui'  Sali-^hurv, 
and  Joseph,  of  Xewhury,  r\Ia--.,  and  Srratham.  X.  IL,  pnjlialilv  lived  to 
maturity,  and  most  of  them,  ii'  not  all.  left  larire  families  of  ehildren. 

There  may  liave  been  other  IIoyt<  in  Xew  Eno-land,  not  beloivjincr  to 
these  two  families;  but  if  there  were,  we  iiave  found  no  proof  that  aiiv 
of  tlio-e  who  now  bear  the  name  were  descended  from  them.  Tin-re 
seems  to  have  been  a  John  Il'j/t  in  In-wieh.  Mass..  a<  early  a-;  10 11.  who 
wa~  a  brickniaker.  ap.d  in  l<'oO  rem(.ived  to  Haverhill.  havii;c:- rereived  a 
grant  of  the  clay-pits  and  otlier  lanil  in  that  town,  upon  t'le  condition  of  his 
removing  there.     We  have  no  record  of  any  descendants. 

A  Peter  Hayt.  said  to  be  "  a  well  carriaged  and  .-erious  man.''  v/as  a 
preacher  to  the  Indians  at  X;mtncket  in  lb08.  He  was  probablv  an  Indian 
himself;  but  how  he  ha')pened  to  bear  that  name  we  d(,)  nut  know. 

The  early  ri^e  and  progre--  of  otir  family  in  this  country  furin'>he-;  a 
good  illu.-tration  of  the  culU^c  of  emigration,  and  the  manner  in  which  the 
country  was  settled. 

The  family  of  Simon  IL>yt,  starting'  from  Ea-tern  3Ia-sachu=etts,  pi-o- 
cccds  step  by  step  to  ancient  Wind-or.  where  it  lariies  only  for  a  time, 
and  then  divides  into  two  branches.  One  of  these  still  presses  onward  to 
the  south-west,  into  newer  regions,  till  it  strikes  the  Sound,  and  reaches 
this  county,  and  thi-  town.  From  thi-  new  starting-point  the  tamilv  sivnds 
other  colonies  to  X'ew  York  and  the  We^.  till  its  representatives  are  found 
in  all  parts  of  the  country.  The  other  branch  turns  up  the  vallev  of  the 
Connecticut,  and  tinally  makes  its  home  on  the  frontier,  in  Deerii,.},!^ 
whence  its  representative-;  aMjend  the  C'y.mccticut  still  further,  and  locate 
in  the  then  new  State  of  ^'ermont ;  and  afterwards  it,  too,  had-  its  wav  to 
the  great  West. 

The  family  of  John  Hoyt  remains  in  Amesbury  for  two  or  three  gen- 
erations, and  then  its  members  pass  into  the  adjuinin'j;  parts  of  Xew 
Hampshire,  along  the  sea-coast  into  Maine,  and  up  the  Merrimac  to  Con- 
cord, and  the  newer  and  more  remote  part-  ot'  Xew  Hampshire,  till  they 
join  the  other  stream  from  Western  Massachu.-ett-,  and  aid  in  peoplincr  Ver- 
mont. The  tamily  then  sends  colonies  to  Western  X'ew  York,  and  helps  to 
swell  the  tide  setting  toward  the  We?t  ;  but  it  has  ;dwavs  left  some  to 
bear  the  name  in  the  old  town  of  Amesbury  trorn  which  it  sju-anir. 

Hence  it  is  that' the  Hoyts  of  Connecticut.  Ea-ti.-ni  Xew  York,  and 
Western  Massachusetts,  are  generally  descended  from  Simon  Hovt.  and 
tliose  of  Ea-tern  Massachusetts,  Xew  Hampshire,  and  3Iaine.  frnm  Juim 
Hoyt ;  while  in  Vermont,  Western  Xew  York,  and  the  We-tern  States,  the 
locality  t'urnishes  no  clue  to  the  origin. 

Tiie  early  history  of  our  family,  too,  furnishes  a  good  illustration  (jf  the 
hardships  and  privations  endured  by  the  rir^t  icttiers  of  this  country.     "We 
have  already  traced  Simon   Hoyt  from  place  to  place  where  he  endured  ■ 
the  hard-hips  hicident  to  the  time-,  and  iii?  -ons  as  they  allied  in   pe'jpling 
the  v*-ilderness  and  building  new  towns.     John  Hoyt,  too,  twice  built  a  new 
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hon^e  on  ne^  ground,  thousi'li  within  the  limits  of  tlie  orio^inal  '•  plantation." 
We  luive  >::Qn  how  hi.-^  son's  house  was  plunilered  l>v  the  Imliun-.  while 
that  son  him-clt'  was  slain  by  thena.  We  Iiave  sjioken  of  David  Hovt, 
who  suffered  death  by  starvation  among  the  Indians,  v.diile  two  of  his  fam- 
ily wt-re  slain  by  th'-m,  and  otliers  endured  for  years  the  horrors  of  Indian 
eaptivity  in  Canada,  one  of  whom  never  returned,  and  may  po~-ibly  have 
left  de-eendants  amuuL''  the  red-.-kins  of  tlie  tbrest.  A\'e  might  dwell  upon 
the  history  of  the  old  French  wars,  and  the  prominent  part  taken  in  tliem 
by  the  Iloyts  ;  but  time  forbid-.  Enough  has  been  jaid  w  give  some  idea 
of  the  sutlering-  endured  by  our  forefathers;  the  re-t  —  tlie  battle  with 
nature  and  the  elements,  the  sleepless  nights,  the  wild  alarms  —  must  be 
left  to  the  imagination  to  till  out. 

We  have  thus  briefly  glanced  at  the  history  of  those  vrho  first  bore  our 
name  in  thi-^  country.  There  are  many  gaps  vet  unfilled,  espeeiallv  among 
the  descendants  of  Simon  IL»yt.  who-e  family  I  have  never  professed  to 
trace,  beyond  one  or  two  generations,  and  that  imperfectly  ;  for  I  have 
never  examined  in  person  the  county,  probate,  town,  parish,  and  church 
records  of  this  reg'on.  which  ought  to  be  rich  mines  from  which  to  draw 
material  tor  ^uch  a  work.  Do  we  not  owe  it  to  ourselves,  and  to  those 
who  wjir^  the  less  truly  gave  us  being  because  their  name^  and  memory 
are  forgotten,  to  rescue  at  least  tho-e  names  from  oldivion  udnle  vce  have  the 
means  of  doing  so  ?  iluch  is  lost  every  year.  (,)ld  papers  are  lo.-t  or  de- 
stroyed, and  old  persons  die,  carrying  with  tliem  many  facts  that  can  never 
be  regained.  If  this  meeting  of  our  tribe  to-day  shall  move  each  one  of  us 
to  comi/iit  to  ivriting  everything  which  we  can  obtain  from  the  recollection  of 
old  persons,  and  copy  ivWl  care  such  records  as  we  are  able  to  find,  at  least 
one  ol)ject  of  our  coming  together  will  have  been  accomplished. 

We  are  too  fully  Americans  to  seek  for  titled  ancestors  on  whom  to  base 
all  our  claims  for  distinction,  and  I  trust  we  have  too  much  sound  sense 
and  experience  to  expect  untold  stores  of  inherited  weahli  to  tall  into  the 
lap  of  him  who  has  his  genealogy  complete.  Higher  and  pu;-er  motives 
actuate  us  to-day.  It  is  but  one  .^hort  year  since  my  own  familv  united  in 
the  filial  act  of  placing  over  the  last  resting-place  of  a  beloved  tathcr  and 
mother  a  simple  monument  of  marble,  on  which  are  carved  the  names  of 
Enoch  and  Elizabeth  Hoyt.  We  did  it.  not  because  the  world  called  tliem 
great,  not  because  we  inherited  from  them  a  large  amount  of  this  world's 
goods  ;  but  becausii  they  tenderly  cared  for  us  in  infancy  and  childhood,  be- 
cause they  gave  us  the  best  that  they  themselves  hail,  because,  in  short,  they 
were  our  parents.  With  something  of  the  same  filial  spirit,  a  printed  monu- 
ment, more  enduring  than  marble,  has  been  erectt-d  to  the  memory  of  our 
remote  ancestors  whom  we  have  never  seen. 

In  that  spirit  we  meet  here  to-day.  We  are  here  to  cheri.-h  the  memory 
of  tho^e  who,  in  the  providence  of  God,  sufiercd  ;ucli  perils  and  endured 
such  privations,  that  we  might  have  a  being  and  a  country  here.  3Iay  the 
memory  of  Simon  Iloyt,  and  John  Hoyt,  and  Davi/l  iL/yt,  and  thuir  de- 
scendants, evi;r  be  kcjit  '^-reen  in  our  hearts,  not  only  \<)V  tlii:ir  lauuv  virtues 
and  what  they  accomplished  in  this  iN'ew  World  ;  but  because  lliey  were 
our  ancestors. 
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IXTRODUCTOKY    NOTE. 

The  follovi-incr  sketcli  wn?  \Yrittt'a  liy  roijucst.  to  be  piv>entO'I  to  the  Ilovt 
Family  at  their  great  irathering  at  Sramlnni.  Conn.  Owing  to  the  sreat  numbers 
present,  and  the  pressure  of  business,  only  dctaeht'd  parts  of  it  were  read.  After  the 
reading  of  these,  a  large  nnmlier  of  tlie  brethren  and  sisters  expressed  a  stroncf  de- 
sire that  the  entire  doeunient  -hould  be  nubii-hed.  The  state  of  the  author's  health 
prevents  hi.s  re-writing  it.  and  he  [)resi.'!Us  it  Avith  all  iis  defects,  as  at  lir-t  ha-[ilv 
written.  To  the  numerous  lic-cenilants  and  near  kinsmen  of  his  father,  the 
writer  wishes  to  say.  that  lie  i-an  cxprf-s  rbr  rhi_-m  no  hi-jher  wish  than  that  thev 
may  follow  in  the  footsteps  of  iils  vencratL-d  father  a~  he  tbllowed  Chri^r.  and  that 
his  God  may  be  their  God  and  the  God  of  cheir  children  and  children's  children 
forever.  "Will  they  also  permit  him,  as  one  whose  gray  locks  ami  tbeble  steps 
admonish  him  that  his  work  on  earth  must  soon  close,  to  add  his  te-timonv.  that  the 
only  lite  worth  living  is  a  life  devoted,  through  the  'jrace  of  C'hri~t,  to  ;:li)rifving 
God  and  doing  good  lo  man,  that  all  else  is  vanity  of  vanities  and  vexation  of 
spirit.  If  any  one  has  wandered  from  the  true  path,  let  him  know  that  if  he 
will  return  to  his  God  and  the  God  of  his  fathers,  he  shall  find  abundant  pardon  ; 
and  that  in  Christ  he  shall  find  all-suilicient  grace  to  overcome  every  evil  habit,  and 
with  robes  washed  white  in  the  blood  of  tlie  Lamb,  shall  be  weleomed  pure  as 
an  angel  into  the  great  family  gathering  above.  ^May  the  writer  have  the  un- 
speakable pleasure  of  meetiu'^-  in  that  gatheriiiir  millions  of  the  Ilovt  brotherhood, 
to  unite  with  the  general  as-embly  and  church  of  the  firsc-boru  in  ascribing  victory 
to  the  Lamb ! 

C.  A.  IIOYT. 
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BY   HIS    SOX,    KEY.    CORNELIUS    A.   IIOYT,   OF    OHIO. 

Ard  Iloyt,  son  of  Comfort  and  Anna  Iloyt,  Avas  born  October  2.3.  1770, 
in  Dunbury.  Ct.  He  had  tour  brotiiers  and  two  sisters,  and  was  liimself 
the  younge-t  of  the  family.  "Wlicn  a  small  boy  he  witnessed  the  burning 
of  Danbury  l>y  the  l>riiis]i.  and.  having  seen  liis  lather's  last  horse 
taken  from  the  cart,  on  the  top  of  whicli  he  was  ridin'j,  -utll-red  witli  the 
rest  of  the  family  in  the  ]jrivations  incident  to  the  times.  The  early  jiart 
of  his  life  he  -pent  on  a  farm,  and,  thousfh  of  delicate  con-titiition.  was  able 
to  perform  con-iderable  labor,  until  by  the  fracture  of  a  limb  he  was  com- 
pelled to  seek  other  emidoyment.  For  a  time  he  carried  the  mail  on 
liorseback  between  Dani)ury  and  one  of  the  seaports,  and  afterwards 
learned  and  practiced  the  silver-miiliV  trade.  Ilavinir  arrived  at  maturity, 
he  was  married  to  Esther  Booth,  of  Southbury.  C^nn..  a  ^von!au  of  rare  vir- 
tues ;md  admirably  fitted  to  be  associated  with  him  in  the  humble  and  yet  sui)- 
hme  life  of  ii~efulne.-s  which  he  afterwards  led. 

From  chil'lhood  he  sustained  an  unblemished  moi-al  character,  but  early 
felt  that  somethin-jr  more  was  needed.  His  convictions  of  sin  were  cleaV 
and  deep,  and  endeil  in  his  surrenden-ing  himself  without  reserve  to  Christ, 
not  only  f n-  .-alvation,  but  to  be  giu'ded  by  him  in  till  his  luture  life.  In 
this  surrender  he  tbund  a  peace  which  pa-.-eth  understaiidiu'^.  and  telt, 
weUing  up  from  iii-^  heart,  an  intense  love  tor  all  around  him,  and  a  deter- 
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minatinn  ihrn;i'_rh  tli':'  ^race  of  Christ,  and  in  imitation  of  lii>  oxamnle.  to 
li.'vote  his  iitr.  ;!,t;  whart'VtT  >elf-?acriiice,  to  the  iri'at  wnvk  of  d'yi/^r/  good. 

[lL-nccibi-[ii  hr  u;h  a  new  man.  He  went  into  the  praver-meetinG,-?, 
;.  1  -uncr.  aii'l  pray;-.!,  ami  talked,  and  his  friends  and  nei,a"lihor>  wondered, 
V,  iile  soniL^  wc[.t  at  the  ehanq-e  which  had  come  over  him.  Chcerfnl  and 
jr*-iiial  in  his  -ix-ial,  and  humble  and  unostentatious  in  his  religious  r;'lation.s, 
htj  seemed  to  >hed  a  lioly  influence  around  him  wherever  he  went,  and 
?ooa  beeami-.  l»y  common  consent,  and  without  lii-  own  seekino'.  tiie  ac- 
knowled'jfi.'d  hader  of  the  meeting-  tor  conference  and  praver,  and.  in  the 
ab-ence  of  tic-  niini.-ter,  sometimes  led  in  the  public  services. 

His  education  was  only  that  v.-hich  he  obtained  in  the  common  seb  i')l, 
except  that,  by  private  readinir  and  study,  he  had  improved  his  mind,  and 
acquired  knowledge  far  beyond  vrliat  is  u^ual  f  >r  persons  similarlv  simated. 
His  modesty  was  equal  to  his  talents  and  i>iety.  For  some  time  he  rei'used 
to  listen  to  the  repeated  and  earnest  solicitations  of  his  friends  that  he 
would  cou-ider  the  (paestion  of  his  entering  the  ministry.  At  lenj;rh,  Ijeiiig 
urged  at  least  to  make  it  a  subject  of  prayer,  he  consented,  and  was  soon 
led  to  believe  that  the  Lord  called  him  to  liie  work.  After  a  comparatively 
short  course  of  pre['aration  under  private  tuition,  he  was  regularly  licensed 
and  subsequently  ordained  by  a  Congregational  association.  He  preached 
his  tirst  sermon  in  Danbury.  where  he  had  >peut  the  most  of  his  life,  and 
in  the  church  where  he  had  been  bapti;ced  in  infancy.  Some  wiio  had 
known  him  only  as  the  farme-r-lioy,  or  the  mail-boy.  or  the  silver.-mith. 
were  greatly  surprised,  while  the  sermon  itself  was  regarded  a  a  model 
discourse,  and  highly  appreciated  by  all  who  heard  it. 

Having  labored  for  a  short  time,  and  with  success,  in  Connecticut,  he 
looked  over  the  Inroad  West,  which  was  for  the  most  part  a  wilderness ; 
and,  seeing  with  almost  pro[)hetic  tbresigiit  the  inliuence  vrhich  it  was  to 
exert  in  thf/  openimr  future,  his  spirit  was  stirred  witliin  him.  and  he 
determined  to  :nake  that  tiie  ti'.ld  of  his  future  labors.  Notv/Ith-randing 
the  tbrebodiags  of  many  and  tiie  predictions  of  some,  that  he'  and  his  tamiiy 
■would  be  massacred  by  the  Indians,  he  removed  to  the  valley  of  Wvomino", 
famous  as  the  >cene  of  the  Indian  massacre,  and  was  soon  installed  jiastor 
of  two  churches,  one  in  Kiuir-tun.  the  other  in  Wilkesbarre,  on  oj)posite 
sides  of  the  Su.-qe.rhamia.  In  additinn  to  his  faithful  and  successtul  laljors 
as  pa--tor,  he  p:_'riormed  a  hu'L'e  amount  of  mi--ionary  labor  up  ami  <h;)wn 
the  river,  riiiing  of  cour-i-  <>n  hor-el>a('k,  and  takin-j  ;uc!i  fare  as  he 
could  g'.-t.  The^e  labors  re:>ulted  in  the  organization  of  a  large  number  of 
flouri-hitin  churches. 

I  will  here  relate  an  incident  which  illustrates  three  characteristics  for 
which  he  was  remarkably  distinguished  his  Avhole  life  loner ;  his  ricjid  in- 
t(!(jrU'j.  his  ;.i-,  ;xt  self-denial,  and  his  unwaverinL"-  trusf  in  Gud.  Hi-  -alary 
was  (piiii--  ^lllall,  and  his  people  were  remiss  in  payin-.''  even  liie  -mall  pit- 
tance they  JKul  subc^cribed.  He"  had  liecn  mueh  a-si-teMl  by  his  Itroiher, 
Daniel  Iloyi,  who  was  deacon  in  the  church,  and  who  was  always  ready 
to  di\  idi.'  ■w  itli  him  :  but  feeling  it  wrong  to  di'aw  any  I'urtlier  upon  his 
broihei-\s  U'':ieru-Itv.  an.d  reirarding  it  as  a  moral  'ieliniiuei.cy  to  c-mtract 
a  debt  without  a  fair  prospect  of  m.-ikiuL'  prv'Uipl  paymei;:.  he  wa-  reduced 
to  great  strait.-.  When  muther  -aid  to  IiIhi,  ••  3iy  (ie;tr.  our  provi-ions  are 
all  gone,  what  shall  we  do?"  h.'  answered.  "The  Lord  will  pruviile." 
"  But  what  shall  we  have  for  breakfa-t  ?  "    "  Is  there  no  iluur  'i  "     '•  None." 
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"  No  Indian  menl  ?  "  '•  X(.ine."  "  No  potatoes  ?  "  "  None."  ''  No  bread  ?  " 
"  XouL'.  cx(:(/;)t  ;i  iVw  dry  cr'nts."  '■  Dry  eru-L<  !  they  ave  far  better  than 
we  de.-(_Tve  i  let  ii-:  have  tlu-n,  ami  thank  the  Lord  tor  his  Lrreat  mercy  in 
giving  tliem  to  u-."  "We  liad  cue  cow.  which  gave  some  milk  ;  so  the  crusts 
were'put  in  milk  and  phir,-,!  ca  the  heartli  by  the  open  tire  to  soak,  while 
the  tamily  were  a--enibh'd  t'^a-  riioniin:"  worship. 

During  vrorship  a  little  [)'t  d-vj-,  wiii./h  lia^l  always  been  allowed  to  locate 
himself  in  a  corner  of  the  tirephice,  in  chanudng  his  position,  made  a  mis- 
step, tumbled  into  the  nuw  scalding  milk,  and  came  out  minus  a  considera- 
ble amount  of  iiair.  and  al~o  minus  a  large  part  of  his  u.-ually  placid  tem- 
per. With  the  yelping  of  the  dog,  and  the  alternate  laughing  and  crying 
of  the  children,  our  worship  was  a  little  mixed  that  morning,  but  somehow 
we  got  through. 

But  whatVere  wc  to  d'i  for  breakfa-t  ?  A  large  sprinkling  of  hair 
might  do  in  morrar,  Ijut  if  si-nt  on  the  road  to  the  stomacii,  it  might  stick  by 
the  way.  In  short,  there  was  nothino-  leit  but  to  follow  suit ;  and  as  the 
dog  was  minus  his  hair,  we  cliildren  went  to  scliool  minus  our  breakfast. 

The  schoolhouse  wa-  at  .-ucli  a  distance  that  we  usually  carried  our  din- 
ner. At  noon  our  cou.>in<  toi.k  out  their  dinner,  and  said  to  us,  '"  "Where  is 
your  dinner?"  ••  "We  hadif:  anv  i<j  bidng."  "  Hadn't  any  !  why,  what  did 
you  do  for  breaktast  r ''  '•  Ibi'hft  auv."  ••  No  breaktiist,  nor  diinier  i  "  and 
our  cousins  began  to  cry.  and  iu-i-ti-d  on  our  sharing  with  tliem,  which  we 
of  course  were  very  iriad  to  d>.  ((Jue  of  tlie.~e  cousins  was  the  i;uher  of 
Gen.  lioyt,  who  addi-t-.MMl  you  yr-terd;iy.)  As  soon  as  school  was  out, 
our  cousins  hurried  lionif.  and  t'dd  tlu/ir  fath'n-  tlie  wiiole  story.  lie  could 
scarcidv  believe  it,  but  bi-in.'-  a— uri'd  tiuit  it  was  even  so,  he  lost  no  time 
in  tiUinu^  a  tw(j-li<jr-c  wa'.nm  wiih  sueli  provisions  as  he  luid,  cooked  and 
uncooked,  and 'lrivin_^  tu  tiiL-  I'.oMr.  .-aid  :  "  Brother,  what  have  I  done? 
Do  yon  not  kn^w  that  I  am  alway-  ready  to  divide  the  last  cru.-t  with 
you  ?  "  (Here  the  -;naki-r.  in  alhi-iun  to  a  [taper  which  had  been  read  on 
the  "Traits  of  tii»'  llovt  family,"  a-ked  if  this  disposition  to  divide  was 
not  one  of  the  traits  of  ihc  H.iyt  Family,  and  paid  a  high  compliment  to 
the  citizens  of  Siauitwrd  fur  th-.'  very  liberal  provision  they  had  ma  le  for 
the  entertainment  of  the  broWHi-houd  ;  and  from  the  Ijountiful  supplies  with 
which  their  tables  were  kr.ch.-d.  hr  would  think  they  had  something  more 
than  crusts  to  divide.)  My  I'aiiit-r  r-'plie'd :  "Yes,  you  have  been  too 
kind  to  me,  but  I  tilt  that  1  had  already  imposed  too  much  upon  your  gen- 
erosity." 

This  story  leaked  out,  and  tlie  people,  whose  remissness  had  been  rather 
of  carelessness  tiian  de^i_':i.  nut  only  paid  up  the  salary,  but  sent  in  a 
liberal  supply  of  extra-,  winch  w.  re  hiidily  and  practically  appreciated 
by  us  all,  not  exce;)tin_'-  liie  ; ".r  d"-,  who.-e  one  misstep  had  been  {)ruduc- 
tive  of  such  unexpected  re-mt-.  Diirniii-  th''.-;e  embarrassments,  the  labors 
of  the  pastor  and  mis.-ionury  \\ere  unremitted,  and  now  that  the  cniliar- 
rassments  were  for  the  time  renmved,  those  labors  were  greatly  increased, 
and  with  the  most  lia[ipy  re-uii-. 

JMy  father  was  remarkably  tVeO  and  unconv.-ntional  in  lii-  marnier-.  and 
thi?,  with  his  clieertul  and  Li'-niat -j.iiit.  _a'.  .•  nim  ;dmo-t  nnlioundrd  iiitlu- 
ence  o\er  ail  with  wiioui  iie  a.--oei.i;,  ,i.  j  lb  n/  aeam  the  -peaker  n.-ieri'i-d 
to  the  wonderftdly  genial  -pirit  \>.  ni.-ii  p._r\.iO.-il  th.-  as-emidy,  and  a-ked 
if  this  aL-o  was  not  a  trait  of  the  iioyt  I'amliy.;  There  ua-  nut  a  hre;ide. 
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in  the  land  so  humble  tlmt  he  wa^  not  warraly  wt'lcoincj  to  it  a-  a  Iionie- 
giiest;  not  a  child  so  timiil  as  nut  to  throw  it-elf  loviiicdy  into  his  einbraee. 
In  the  parlors  of  the  rich,  also,  he  was  always  a  welcome  gnest.  and 
here,  as  among  the  poor,  displayed  the  same  free  and  ea~y  manner-,  show- 
ing that,  like  his  divine  blaster,  he  belono-ed  to  humanity,  and.  paying  little 
regard  to  the  acciilcntal  distinction-  of  life,  was  intent  only  on  doinfi  good 
to  all  i/uii  as  he  had  opportunity. 

While  thus  secui-ing  a  strong  hold  on  the  affections  of  almost  all  with 
whom  he  as.-ociaied,  he  was  yet  very  plain  and  direct  in  dealing  vrith  tlie 
consciences  of  men.  In  hi-  preaching,  especially,  here  was  his  great  power. 
Clear  and  logical,  wifnont  anything  fanatical  or  boi-ti-rou-.  ht-  wa-  yet  so 
deeply  solenm  and  e;irne-t.  and  so  eviilently  filled  with  the  Spirit,  that  he 
made  his  way  almost  irrt_'si;tibly  to  every  man'-  conscifiice  a!id  heart  ;  his 
hearers  felt,  as  by  a  divine  iinpulse,  that  they  were  li-tening  not  -o  nmcli 
to  him  as  to  God  spe.iking  through  him  in  demonstration  of  the  Spirit  and 
of  power.  On  one  occasion,  after  preaching  two  sermons  on  Human  De- 
pravity, a  well  dressed  and  apparently  somewhat  intelligent  gr-ntleman  step- 
ped up  to  him  and  said,  '••I  can  take  such  insult  from  no  man.  if  he  i-  a 
clergyman.  I  came  to  liear  the  fjospel  preached,  and  in  the  morning  yi.m  took 
up  my  case,  and  evidently  levrk'd  yuur  v.'hole  sermon  <lirectly  at  me.  I 
thought  it  strana'c,  but  conchiiled  that  if  you  dealt  in  this  way  with  every 
one,  i  would  not  complain.  So  I  came  in  the  afternoon  to  see  wliom  you 
would  take  next ;  but,  t-  my  astonishment,  you  pitched  into  me  again,  and 
pictured  out  -o  minutely  tlie  delinrpiencies  of  my  whole  life,  that  I  knew 
you  intended  to  be  personal.     I  demand  an  apology." 

My  father  had  never  seen  or  heard  of  the  man  before,  and  with  some 
difficulty  convincing  him  of  this,  and  receiving  instead  nf  making  an  ajol- 
ogy,  kindly  but  faithfully  sent  him  home  to  settle  the  matter  with  G-jd  and 
his  own  conscience. 

The  foUov.-ing  anecdote  may  illustrate  his  entire  freedom  from  anything 
like  morosene-s  or  sanctimoniuu.-ness,  in  his  intercourse  with  others.  A 
Rev.  Doctor  .-aid  to  m*.' :  ••  When  I  first  became  acquainted  with  your  lather, 
be  was  so  cheerful  and  free,  and  almost  jovial  in  his  social  relatioti.-,  that  I 
concluded  he  was  a  man  of  very  little,  if  any,  piety,  at  all  events  not  tit  tor 
a  minister  ;  but.  on  I'urther  acquaintance,  I  found  in  hiin  a  de[.th  of  religious 
experience  far  beyond  anything  /  had  known,  and  through  his  inriuenee  I 
have  changed  my  whole  lite,  and  have  become  far  more  social,  and,  as  a 
consecpience.  far  more  useful  than  ever  before."  The  truth  was,  he  lived  in 
Chri-t  and  Christ  in  him,  and  Christ's  loving  spirit  was  radiated  from  him 
upon  all  arouncL  On  the  Sabbath,  besides  preaching  two  sermons,  it  was 
his  practice  to  appoint  a  special  mooting  for  children  and  youtli ;  and  in  tliese 
familiar  miiti-tratiuns  he  had  the  haii[iy  faculty  of  giving  in-truction  withi3ut 
producing  wcarinus-.  and  entertainment  without  any  admixture  of  levity. 

But  it  v>as  in  the  family,  more  jjcrhaps  than  anywhere  else,  that  his 
peculiar  excellences  of  character  became  apparent.  Here,  in  pertect 
ireedonv  and  childlike  sim[ilicity,  he  mingled  with  us  in  our  sports,  as  well 
as  in  our  more  sei-ions  emjdoyments,  exliibiting  more  of  the  familiarity  of 
the  playmate  tiiaa  the  auihuriiy  uf  ilie  i;i.ll:-.;r.  Well  do  I  remember  that 
charmed  circle  ;  how  like  a  .-[lirit  ut  light  and  love  he  Ijreatlied  u[iun  us 
his  own  loving  nature,  and  made  us  feel  that  heaven  was  indeed  brought 
down  to  earth. 
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In  circum?tance>  of  (l;in:ror  he  wn^?  always  calm  and  self-po-sos-ed.  I 
remember  one  Sabliatli.  \\in'ii.  \vi;h  the  tauiiiv  and  a  traveling  inini~ter. 
cro:^sing  the  river  tVcin  ^Vilk.e>barre  to  Kini^-ton  to  attend  the  atternoon 
service,  a  high  wind  broiigiit  our  o|.en  bijat  round  so  as  to  expo.-e  it  to 
the  waves  and  nearly  ca[»-ize  it.  While  the  other  minister  was  very 
much  frightened,  my  father  -Lowed  not  the  least  perturbation.  I  was 
then  a  child,  and  having  seen  mv  father  always  calm,  under  all  circum- 
stances, was  greatly  <urj)ri.~fd  to  see  the  other  minister  so  frightened,  and 
after  the  danger  wa-.  over  said  to  him,  '•  "What  were  y<jn  alVaid  ot :  Were 
you  afraid  of  going  to  heaven  too  S"on  ?  "  He  rej)lied,  a  little  co.iiused, 
"  I  did  not  much  like  the  idea  of  going  to  Heaven  by  water.''  Bat,  on 
water  or  on  land,  in  sunsliine  or  in  storm,  through  all  his  eventful  life,  in 
which  he  was  often  placed  in  circumstances  of  great  trial,  my  father 
seemed  always  to  maintain  a  i)erfect  serenity,  realizinir  the  fidiillment  of 
the  promise,  '•  Tiiou  wilt  keep  him  iw  perfect  peace  wlio^e  mind  ir>  stayed 
on  thee,  because  he  tru.-ietli  in  tliee  !  " 

In  ecclesiastical  meeting:-,  though  not  at  all  disposed  to  put  himself  for- 
ward, he  was  always  a  mai-ked  man,  and  frequently  selected  to  preach  on 
special  occasions.  V  -erniun  wiiieh  he  preached  on  one  of  these  occa.-ions. 
on  the  subject  of  the  importance  ot'  and  the  ways  and  means  of  bringing  the 
church  up  to,  a  far  iuLiiier  standard  of  benevolence,  pro.luced  a  ])roround 
impression;  and,  in  my  -(imewhat  extensive  intercour,-e  with  persons  en^aixed 
in  the  various  benevoleu  cnter^ri.-es  of  the  day,  I  have  freiiueiilly  met  with 
men  who  have  told  me  that  they  owed  all  thev  were,  and  whatever  gor.d  they 
had  done,  to  his  intluence,  either  tln-ough  personal  acfiuaintance  with  him, 
or  through  what  they  had  read  of  his  letters,  or  heard  of  his  labors.  His  in- 
fluence was  far  from  being  conrined  to  the  limited  circle  of  his  denominational 
connections.  I  was  once  invited  to  preach  at  a  quarterlv  mt'eting  of  a  de- 
nomination (United  Brethren)  -omewhat  numerous  at  the  We-t,  and  having 
among  them  a  large  amount  ot  viial  pietv.  At  the  clo~e  of  liie'  -ermon. 
the  pre:^iding  elder,  who  was  a  very  humble  and  devoted  Christian,  and 
whose  labors  far  and  wide  had  been  greatly  blessed,  with  tears  in  his  eyes 
threw  his  arms  around  me.  and  afterwards,  learning  that  I  was  the  yoiuigest 
son  of  Ard  Hoyt,  was  ahnn-t  (Acreume  with  emotion.  "Why,"  said  he, 
"  I  owe  all  I  am  umler  (lod  tn  your  tiitlier.  Your  father  baptized  me  when 
a  child,  and  my  motlier  wa-  su  enthuMa-tic  in  his  praises,  and  took  so  much 
pains  to  breathe  into  me  his  ,-pirit,  tliat  I  grew  up  with  a  holy  ambition  to 
be  hke  him."  It  wa-  one  marked  feature  of  my  fatiier's  preaching  that  he 
took  great  pains  to  teueh  parents  to  bring  up  their  ciiildren  in  the  nurture 
and  admonition  of  the  Lord  ;  and  in  his  missionary 'tours  through  destitute 
settlements,  this  mother  in  I-rael.  for  she  wa<  a  very  devoted"  Chri-tlan, 
had  occasionally  heard  him  preach  on  this  subject,  and  had  brought  up  her 
children  on  his  moded. 

My  father  laid  great  stress  upon  self-denial.  Selt-deiiial.  he  u-e'd  to  -ay. 
was  the  great  secret  of  .-uccess.  and  the  only  road  t(j  true  liitjipim^--.  It 
was  a  maxim  of  hi-  lii'e,  ami  one  which  he  fre(p.ieuily  reci.umniMided  to 
others,  ''In  doubtful  ca-es  take  that  cnar-e  ^\•ilieu  r-quin's  the  me)5c 
self-denial  1  "  By  this  he  did  not  mean  the  self-(U'nial  of  the  a-eetic,  Iruc 
only  that  of  the  genial  Christian;  and  perluq)-  no  man  ever  exhibited  ip 
his  life  more  of  tliis  true  Chri-tiait  self-denial,  or  realized  more  lar-ely 
its  reward  in   an  habitually  contented  and  j'»yt'ul  spirit.     His  success   in 
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practising  this  seit''-denial,  anJ  the  peace  and  jny  ruiini-etfj  witli  ir~  iira  •- 
tice,  were  not  -elr-Mricrinated.  Ijut  artributahle  ?'.»i''lv  tu  hi-  deepan'l  intimate 
communion  with  Chri-t.  In  ur,"  ot'  his  iL-rtrr-  in  my  Iin, ;h(.'r  ami  mv-.-It'  lie 
pays:  "As  a  wiim.-—  tor  tin-  i  ;  ..ini-f'^.  I  wi>h  to  put  it  '.u  record  that  whrn 
I  have  been  aljlr  t  I  hx  niv  eye  -tea.-lily  on  Je.-u<,  and  coiit('m|iiate  tiie 
grand  concerns  oi'  lii-  kinj^dorn.  I  liave  nev<^r  tbund  it  diifunth  to  walk  upon 
the  waves."  It  was  the  "  >■}->:  lixed  steadily  on  Jesu-."  wlioh)r  the  joy  set 
betore  him  endur.^d  the  cro^s.  wiiich  enabled  him  .-o  cheerfully  to  bear  the 
cross  after  liiixi. 

I  will  liere  mention  but  one  otlier  characteristic,  that  of  his  remarkable 
adaptation  to  act  the  part  of  a  paciticator.  Whenever  there  was  a  dilH- 
culty  in  a  family,  in  a  community,  or  in  a  chureii.  the  people  earljj;  h-arned 
to  send  for  him;  and  almost  uuitormly.  thnjUL''li  his  wonderful  tact  and 
kindly  inlluence.  peace  was  il;e  r'--ult.  In  tiii- and  in  other  statements,  I 
do  not  'jive  merely  the  im[.rL---ions  of  hlial  ]xirtial;ty,  but  what  1  have 
frequently  learned  trom  otlier.-.  an/l  from  tho-e  who,-e  relations  to  him  were 
such  as  not  to  lead  t(.>  au  uver-t-timate  of  the  excellences  of  his  character. 

Having  labored  thus  zcaion-ly  and  sucei--st'ully  in  moulding  .-ocirtv  at 
home,  his  attention  was  directed  to  the  foreign  field.  Here  his  feelings  be- 
came deeply  interested,  and  he  determined  so  to  train  his  children  as  to 
qualify  them  for  foi-eiLMi  mis-ionaries,  in  the  hope  that  the  Lord  would  call 
them  to  the  work.  lii-  mind  was  -jreatly  (•xerei-ed  on  this  -ubjeet.  and  one 
night  he  lay  awake  till  a  very  iate  iiour.  revolviuLfin  his  mind  the  tt.'rrii)le 
condition  of  the  heathen  worM.  when  suddeidy  the  thought  came  over  him, 
^vith  almost  overwhelming  power,  ••  The  pre.-ent  generation  of  heatheii  will 
be  gone  l>efore  ray  children  can  ijossibly  reacli  the.u  ;  whv  wait  ?  why  not 
go  myself,  and  take  my  family  with  me  ? "  His  family  consisted  of 
himself  and  wife,  four  sons  and  three  daughters,  the  eldest  twenty-three, 
and  the  youni'-e-t  ten.  IIi<  mind  was  soon  made  up;  to  the  great  .-uri)rise 
of  his  friend-,  and  at  lir-t  a_M:n-t  their  earnest  remonstrances,  he  re>oived 
to  go.  This  was  about  the  tune  of  the  organization  of  the  American 
Board  of  Commissioners  for  Foreign  Missions,  and,  having  con-esponded 
with  Dr.  "Worcester,  the  first  eoi-responding  secretary,  and  others,  and  re- 
ceiving a  warm  re-pon-e  from  lii'iu.  stating  that  they  had  been  looking  and 
praying  tor  just  sueh  a  man.  and  jtr-t  .-uch  a  family,  he  laid  the  subject  be!bi-e 
us.  My  mother  was  in  very  tcble  health,  and  thought  it  doubtt'ul  wh(_'tliep 
she  would  live  through  tiie  journey,  but  said  -he  would  rather  die  on  the  road, 
than  keep  him  back  from  such  a  work  ;  and  so  from  the  olde.-t  to  the  young- 
est, we  all  consented  to  1:0.  and  if  need  be  die  with  him,  for  it  was  then 
considered  a  dangerous  thing  to  go  among  the  Indiairs,  and  especially  to  take 
a  family  among  them.  I,  the  }>iMng<--t.  tluMi  in  my  tenth  year,  wi-i!  re- 
member what  entl!U-ia--m  my  i.tiii'-r  bi-eatlied  into  me,  a-  he  told  me  of 
the  wretched  condition  ul'  the  li'Mthen  iioy-,  and  how  willing  and  anxious 
I  was  to  '10  and  tio  -itmethimr  to  impi'ove  tli'dr  condition. 

But  how  could  we  go?  We  had  no  funds.  iMv  fathi'r  went  out  a-  agent 
of  the  li  'ard,  and  breathing  -'jmi'thing  of  his  (nvn  ,-[)irit  iati.*  tlie  chur^.-lies 
wherever  \v  went.  CMiieei,-d  toi-  rh-i-e  time-  a  lar-e  -nni  :  biit  he  -oon  reeeiveil 
a  letter  trom  the  iioai-d  directing  him  not  to  wait,  but  Lr.nnnnediately  to  the 
field.  In  a  tew  day-  om-  wii'ile  t'amily.  pa'keii  in  a  t\vo-lior-e  wagon, 
might  have  be.^n  --eu  wendin.'-  our  way  uii  tlie  -leep-  nt'  the  mountain,  at 
the  foot  of  whicii  ^Viike-barre  i-  -ituated.  and  a  jollier   com[)any   probaljly 
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never  was  seen.  We  lunl  slieil  tears  freely  at  parting:  from  loveil  seenos 
and  loved  friends,  but  tln-y  were  ti-ars  of  juy  rather  than  (h' sorrow  ;  f<ir  my 
father's  great  oheert'uhir-<  and  juy  in  tht-  nt-w  work  in  which  he  wa<  euLrair- 
inir  were  eontagiou.-.  and  we  ail  Mt  liie  inspiration.  Tiie  tirst  nigui  we 
spent  on  the  tnj.)  of  that  mountain,  and  a  happy  niglit  it  was,  for  we  .-eemed 
nearer  heaven  than  ever  bet'ore'. 

Having  made  our  way  to  tliu  s<'a-coa.^t,  we  set  sail  for  Savannah,  Ga. 
Meeting  at  first  with  heavy  ht-ad-wind-.  the  captain  became  terribly  enraged, 
and  swore  he  always  had  bad  hiclc  when  he  had  a  prie-t  and  women  on 
board.  Soon  tlie  wind  ehangeil.  and  we  made  a  very  pleasant  and  quick 
trip.  The  captain  said  he  had  not  madi-  so  ([lurk  a  trip  for  tliii'tv  V(.'ars, 
and  became  wondert'uUy  attaciied  to  my  i'ather.  and  was  greatly  unproved 
in  his  manners.  At  Savannah  we  purclia<ed  u  twodiorse  wagon,  and  made 
our  way  shjwly  and  with  ^onie  dihiculty,  but  cheerfully,  to  the  country  of 
the  Cherokee  Indians. 

The  tirst  night  we  spent  by  a  beautiful  stream  on  the  l)are  ground, 
surrounded  by  an  unbroken  forest,  and  tar  from  any  human  haijitation. 
To  many  the  situation  would  have  b'-err  res'arded  as  Ldoornv  in  the  ex- 
treme, but  my  tlither's  heart  wa-  oveniowiiiLT  with  jov  at  haviuLT.  at  last, 
reached  the  field  of  his  laijors,  and  he  inl'u.-cd  into  us  his  own  ciieerfulness, 
SO  that  with  merry  heart?  we  made  a  deliiihtful  sujiper  on  simple  Indian 
or  corn-meal  jMidding.  A  traveler  who  had  lost  his  way,  and  was  frightened 
almost  out  of  his  wits  lest  the  Indians  should  kill  him,  came  to  us  and  was 
overjoyed  to  be  allowed  to  take  a  seat  on  a  log  iiy  our  lire,  and  partake  of  the 
luxury  of  our  Indian  puddimr.  The  next  morning.  ju>t  as  the  sun  aro>e  in 
an  unclouded  sky,  a  3Ioravian  missionary,  who  lui'l  penetrated  these  wilds 
before  us,  and  who  had  heard  of  our  approach,  in  his  buckskin  suit 
throughout,  cap  and  all,  very  unexpectedly  presented  himself  before  us, 
and  lifting  both  hands  to  heaven,  tiie  tear-  streaming  from  his  eyes,  cried 
"  AYelcome  !  welcome  !  welcome  ! ''  and  ihen  threw  his  arms  around  mv  father 
and  again  repeated  his  hearty  welcome  to  ii-  all  in  the  name  of  the  Lord. 
He  soon  guided  us  to  his  ;nug  litde  Iolt  cabin  home,  in  front  of  which  his 
wife,  in  a  costume  which  wa-<  ,-im[)licity  itself,  repeating  the  hearty  wel- 
come, threw  herself  upon  my  motlier  and  ;-i-ters,  and  such  a  love-teast  as 
we  had,  has  I  think  seldom  !j('ture  or  since  been  enjoyed.  Havin^-  here  re- 
freshed ourselves,  we  proceeiied  iiirther  into  the  interior,  and  my  father 
soon  sought  an  interview  with  the  council  of  the  Indian  chiefs. 

Their  council  hall  was  partly  inider  ground,  and  he  was  conducted  with 
solemn  awe  through  a  dark  labyrinth  with  sejiulcliral  surroundinas  into 
the  august  presence  of  tlie  chief-,  who  sat  in  .-oleum  silence,  and  arraved 
in  costume  becoming  the  high  dignity  of  the  [ireeminent  and  lun [.''-honored 
tribe  of  the  Cherukees. 

After  an  address  from  him  through  an  intertireter.  he  was  requested  to 
withdraw,  but  was  soon  recalie-i,  when  the  princiiial  chief  thus  addressed  him  : 
."We  have  so  often  been  deceived  l>y  the  fair  talks  but  selfish  acts  of  the 
whites,  that  we  had  lo-t  comidence  in  t!iem.  But  yon  do  not  talk  like 
them.  Yuu  seem  to  be  really  our  Irietid,  and  we  belie\  e  the  Great  Sijirit, 
has  sent  you  to  do  u-  g.jod.  We  give  yon  our  heart's  v.'elcojne,  and  place 
ourselves,  and  will  place  our  children  at  v., ur  feet  to  hear  what  the  Great 
Spirit  has  to  say  to  us.  In  token  of  our  entire  conti'ience  we  -jive  you 
our  right  hand;."     Then  one  by  one  they  look  him  warmly  by  the  hand. 
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ITi^nccforth  'le  had  tlicir  entire  confidence,  and  seemed  to  liave  the  wliole 
l:';!>e  jjut  into  ins  Inr.ids  to  nio'iM  ii-  iie  pleased. 

Ti:--  j)I;i!i  ado[)rrjd  wa-  to  hiwr  a  large  central  station,  and  lo^-al  -tat^on- 
a:- '-iP.d.      The  central  station  was  called,  after  the  nii~-ionarv.  riraiicTd. 

"Ay  iatherwa-  inaugurated  gi.-neral  superintenderit  of  all  tln'  .-lations.  he- 
siil.'-  ,-u>tainin_^  th  ■  relation  of  pa-tor  of  the  church  at  Brainrrd.  Aljout 
two  hundri?d  In  li:iii  ycaiths  of  l)Oih  sexes  were  received  into  the  school  at 
I)ra!iu-rd.  and  iiaite  a  nuniher  at  the  other  stations.  These  youth  wrm 
board>-d  and  inirtly  clothed  at  the  expense  of  the  nii-sion.  At  my  fiither'.s 
sugji'-t;.)n,  the  nii.--ionarie-  and  a  —  i-tant  mi-sionaries  were  called  tO'ji.'thi'r, 
and  eni'Tiid  into  a  written  e.ureiMniait  to  own  no  private  propertv,  but  to 
d'.'v.ite  thuni-rivc-  with  ail  th^y  |>o---i'.~sed  to  the  connnon  cause.  Besides 
the  various  religious  meetings,  a  lai-iness  meetiuir  was  lield  once  a  week  to 
determine  by  vote  what  should  be  done.  ^ly  father  presided,  and  in  case 
of  ditlL-rence  of  judirraent  hail  the  hai'py  faculty  of  harmonizing  conliicting 
views,  and  all  mrived  on  in  })erfect  concord.  Thi>  harmony,  and  t'le  warm 
five  which  prevaii-.-I  amono:  the  mi-sionarie-,  excited  the  vronder  of  the 
]ndi;ui-  ;  anil  it  was  a  common  rr-mark  aaiona"  thi/in.  ••  ILjw  v/onderf  iUv 
tht-M/  mi--ionaries  love  one  another,  and  love  every'ooily  1"  iuid  thii-  in  turn 
they  learned  to  lo\e  the  mis>ionaries.  and  in  many  ways  expre.-sed  for  them 
their  warm  regard.  The  Br'>i(lent  of  the  United  States  spent  several  davs 
with  n-,  and  my  tather  a-~oeiate'l  with  him  as  f  uniliarlv  as  with  a  brotiier, 
and  toll  him  of  hi-  iplans  tor  <-!uvaiinL'  tin'  Indian  race.  The  President 
li>tene'l  with  the  dee[)est  inierot.  jiro:'"-M:d  him-elf  o-veutly  pleased,  and  on 
parting  gave  him  a  check  for  slnijo  and  told  him  to  let  him  knijw 
his  wants  from  time  to  time,  promi.-ing  to  render  all  tlie  aid  in  his  jjower. 

It  would  be  interesting  to  give  particulars  of  the  success  of  these  mission- 
ary labors;  —  how'  the  young  Inilian  (pieen  was  converted,  and,  dreaming 
of  hearing  the  mu-ic  of  heaven,  on  waking  and  remembering  the  two 
fir<t  lint'S,  prepared,  with  the'  a--i-tance  of  other-,  a  hymn-bonk  in  the 
Cheruhe-e  !anjaa_'e  :  —  huw  tin.-  tam.^us  Indian  (.iiie-,-  invented  a  sylhuuc 
alphab'.a  and  inirw  i.;e.;^l  writing  :e!d  nrintiuL''  into  what  had  bet'ore  been  onlv  a 
spoken  language;  —  Imw  the  di-:ingui,-hed  warrioi".  named  b}'  the  mi^idii- 
arie.>  John  iluss.  left  a  liiLdi  po-iii(.)n  in  his  tribe,  and  devoted'  him.-elf  with 
marvLdous  success,  and  ahnw-t  sur[>a-sing  eloquence,  to  the  work  of  preach- 
ing the  gospel  through  the  leu'ith  and  l)readth  of  the  land;  —  how  a  ma- 
tronly Indian  woma'i  came  to  la^ar  my  tather  preach,  and  at  first  laughed 
out  heartily  betbre  the  whole  eon.n-e.'-ation  at  what  .-he  regarded  a<  tin.'  ri- 
dicidou-ne.-s  of  the  go-pid,  at't.-rwaids  was  converted,  and  became  a  tnotlier 
in  I-rael  ;  —  how  anotiier,  wdin  liad  never  heard  of  a  Bible  or  of  Chri-t,  but 
being  greatly  di-tre-sed  on  accoant^jf  her  sins,  came  one  hundred  and  httv 
miles  alone  and  on  horseback  to  our  ?tation,  and.  beiucr  overjoyed  to  hear  of  a 
Saviour,  was  converted  and  w.-nt  back  to  be  the  means  of  the  conver-ion 
of  many  of  her  r.M  nei!_rhb(»r- ; — hou"  two  otIi.M"  lndi:m  women  came  on 
foot  twenty  mil'_'S  over  a  mountain,  and  swam  a  river,  to  attend  mir 
morning  service  :  —  how  a  i)roud  young  Indian  scoifer,  with  a  wi-doni  at 
least  ciiiial  lo  tli:it,  of  .:ome  o'.'  oar  niodeJ-n  .-ce[>lics,  pro\  ed  the  Bible  false 
and  the  mi--ioaarie-  cheats,  lj(.'eau.-e  we  told  hi;a  the  worM  turned  I'ound 
on  its  axis,  and  ho  had  gone  to  his  open  h-'i'-iieii  in  tlie  morning  and  tijund 
that  the  ho'jrs  had  not  tumbled  out:  Nut  atierwani-.  beiie^'  cojiverti  d.  be- 
came one  of  our  be>t  inter^a'eters,  ;iud  a   great    help    in    tiie  c;ui-e  ;  —  how 
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the  principal  Iriilian  cliicf  on  the  one  fide,  and  au  humble  black  man  on  the 
other,  went  into  the  pulpit  wiiii  us  and  alternately  interpreted  for  u.-,  and 
enforced  from  their  own  exiierience  and  example  tiie  ])ower  of  ilie  cro-i>el  to 
unite  men  of  all  cla-.>es  in  une  liajijiv  brotherii(>i,>d  :  —  iiow  tiie  sc'aoi)!.-  and 
churches,  vrith  niany  tln\ili:;_'  incident-;  connected  v/ith  tlieir  (irLi'iinization 
and  pro^re-;,  were  preaiiy  ;iro-[)ere'l.  till  the  vrhole  trilie  \va>  brouirht  np 
from  barbarism  to  a  iii^ii  >ta!e  of  Christian  civiiizaiion.  i^.iu  thi-  wo'ald 
make  a  volume,  instead  i.;f  tiu;  brief  <ketch  v.diich  I  have  iiuendfd. 

My  father's  missionary  labors  were  not  confined  to  the  Cherokees.  Tlio 
corresponding  secretary  of  t!ie  Board.  Dr.  Worcester,  wrote,  reriae-tiM2  h::n 
to  meet  liim  in  tlie  Ch-  '-law  cnurirv.  to  con-ult  on  the  best  nit-ans  of  ex- 
tending opertioiis  throu^li'Uit  all  tiie  We.-tern  tribes.  In  com|)lyinLr  vritli  the 
recpiest,  he  encountered  'ii-eat  hanl-liip-;,  passing  througli  uniniiaihted  v,-ild<, 
clambering  over  cragLied  ini)untain-.  and  crossing  deep  rivers  witliout  boat  or 
bridge;  but  with  I'aiiii,  :inii  rouraj',  and  cheerfulness  unabated,  he  soon 
returned,  was  not  lons>'  at'.er  iMJueii  hy  Dr.  "Worcester,  and  was  permitted 
to  stand  by  the  dt-atli-bed  of  that  w  .jnk-rful  man  of  God  and  receive  from 
him  his  parting  bli.-s-ino'. 

The  incidtaus  of  mi--i onary  life  wi-ve  by  no  means  all  of  a  serious  char- 
acter, as  the  following  anec'lote  will  sliow.  hi  a  war  between  the  0.~ages 
and  the  Cherokees.  a  number  of  captives  had  l»een  taken  from  the  Osages, 
and  we  were  anxious  that  ?oine  of  these  captives  should  be  brotight  to  our 
school  and  educated,  hoping  they  miLdit  hereafter  become  mis.-ionaries  to 
their  tribe.  I\Iy  fatlier.  accompanied  by  one  of  my  brothers,  set  out  in 
search  of  some  of  the-e  t'aptives.  They  traveled  through  a  wild  and  des- 
olate region,  and  havinL'  fi'M_-n  ten*  several  days  without  anvtliing  to  eat, 
came  to  a  little  hut  wiiL-re  a  kindly  Indian  %yoman  was  sittinij  with  a  large 
wooden  bowl  of  hominy  in  the  middle  of  the  earth-floor.  It  had  been 
raining,  and  the  pigs  had  made  ipiite  a  mud-hole  at  the  door,  and  a  little 
child,  in  a  ?tate  of  perfect  nudity,  came  da-hing  through  the  mud-hole,  and 
stepped  square  into  the  hominy  bowl,  coming  out  witli  his  foot  somewhat 
cleaner,  wiiatever  miLdu  l>e  -aid  uf  tlie  hominy.  The  old  Wdnian  seemed 
quite  mortihed.  and.  e;nciiinLr  the  fiuy  with  one  hand  and  taking  the  ladle 
from  the  hominy  witli  th"  oiher,  by  a  logic  peculiarly  her  own,  which  was 
not  the  arguiuentuin  ad  liuuiiiipm  (the  argument  addressed  to  tlie  hominy), 
nor  the  arrjuuipntani  a  prlur-i  (the  argument  addressed  to  tiie  eye),  but  by 
that  other  tbrm  of  Ingic  W(-!l  known  to  logicians,  gave  him  some  fun- 
damental le-,Mjns  in  manners  whicli  he  Avouid  not  likely  soon  forget,  and, 
returning  the  ladle  to  tlie  h'.miny,  politely  inviteil  her  guests  to  help 
themselves.  To  eat.  or  not  to  eat,  was  liie  question  ;  whether  to  die  by 
starvation,  or  to  die  by  eating  t!ie  jieck  of  dirt.  3Iy  father  was  conscien- 
tious in  all  such  matter.-,  an^i  conclu'iing  it  to  be  hi-  duty  to  eat  wliat  v/as 
set  before  him.  dippeil  in.  au'l.  in  -pi!-,'  of  some  liiiLrering  of  tii'_-  prej:iili'/e< 
of  civilization,  found  it  'M\  tlie  v/ii.il,;  quite  palata'ale.  3Iv  lu'DiliLT,  v/lio 
was  not  (luite  so  con.-cieiuiou-,  demurred,  thinking;  that,  if  lie  mu-t  uie.  he 
would  rather  die  of  .-tarvation.  3I;iny  a  lieariy  lau^di  have  we  h:id  over 
this  tuid  -iniilar  experiences,  and  during  inter\als  of  relaxation,  my  father 
ahvay-  coMii-i'.rd  by  aiiiu-ing  anecdote-  and  pli'a-antries  to  ke^'p  u-  in  'j-ood 
humor,  even  under  circumstances  which  otherwise  would  have  made  us 
gloomy. 

For  tho^e  who  were  liable  to  become  faint-hearted  and  weary,  he  kept 
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was  dyino'  I  No  !  it  was  not  flpnth.  The  family  were  a-;5eml.)Iij<:L  he  sat 
on  the  bciL-iile.  and  1  sat  beside  him  sujiportinp;  him  in  ray  arms.  He 
could  not  .-t.eak.  !;ut  his  countenance  was  like  that  of  an  anci'el.  I  .-;iid. 
"•"We  are  all  in  ihc  h;mds  of  (^od.''  He  nodded  his  assent,  tiien  look- 
inu'  each  one  l)v  turns  a  calm  a.nd  iovino'  farewell,  he  turnt-d  his  eyes  up- 
wards, with  difficulty  articulated,  "  I  am  u-oin'j,"'  and.  witli  serene  brow  and 
the  smile  of  heaven  upon  hi::,  face,  he  was  with  the  spirits  of  the  just  made 
perfect. 

I  laid  him  back  upon  the  bed;  the  same  heavenly  smile  was  there,  and 
was  witnt-s-ed  with  ,-nrnrise  by  the  multitudes  who  atterided  his  finieral, 
and  continued  till,  in  the  centre  of  our  beauiitui  little  uarden-^pot,  we  laid 
his  body  to  re;t  till  the  resurrection  morn.  After  I  had  laid  him  back 
upon  the  bed,  and  saw  that  he  was  gone,  1  went  out  in  the  stillnes-^  of  the 
night  and  looked  up  upon  the  starry  heavens,  obscm-ed  by  no  cloud,  and 
the  passage  came  over  me,  "  They  tliat  be  wise  shall  shine  as  the  bright- 
ness of  the  firmament,  and  they  that  turn  many  to  righteousness  as  the 
stars  forever  and  ever  ; "  and  there,  in  that  midnight  hour,  v.dth  the  bright 
stars  above  and  arouufl  me  for  witnesses,  i  solenmly  re-olved  that.  !)v  ( b:;d's 
grace,  the  great  ends  for  which  my  father  lived  should  be  the  ends  to 
which  my  life  should  henceforth  be  devoted.  (The  speaker  here  si^oke  of 
the  intense  pleasure  it  gave  him  to  meet  so  many  in  the  ministry,  and  also, 
in  other  walks  in  life,  who  had  devoted  themselves  to  the  work  of  '•  turning 
many  to  righteousness.'')  He  has  gone,  but  he  still  lives  ;  and  his  intiuence 
shall  continue  to  extend  onward  in  widening  circles,  until  they  shall  blend 
with  circles  wider  still  in  the  immortal  life  to  cotne. 

I  need  scarcely  add  that  my  father's  d<.-atli  was  greatly  and  widelv 
mourned  by  all  classed,  for  all  felt  that  they  had  lost  a  counsellor,  a  guide, 
a  father  in  Israel.  One  little,  touching  incident  occurred  after  his  burial, 
which  may  not  be  unworthy  of  notice,  as  it  illustrates  the  wondertul  power 
of  his  genial  spirit  over  even  the  animal  creation.  A  gray  mare,  of  high 
spirit  and  very  untractable,  had  by  some  means  becom..-  the  property  of 
the  raissinn.  N<.i  one  could  manage  her.  Une  of  the  mis-innaries.  briiile 
in  hand,  went  into  a.  large  inclu.-ure  where  she  wa~.  but  whh  mouth  wide- 
open  and  an  unearthly  bray,  she  drove  him,  iialf  friLditencii  out  of  his  wit-, 
across  the  lield,  and  lie  barely  saved  himself  by  putting  the  fence  between 
them.  Under  my  father's  management  this  mare  became  L'entie  and  tract- 
able as  a  laadj.  and  a  warm  attijction  grew  up  between  tliem.  .She  was  mv 
father's  i>et.  and  she  manite-ted  a  wonderful  love  for  him.  She  could  open 
any  door.  gate,  or  bars.  and.  ot'  com-sp,  went  wherever  she  pleased.  Aft-;r 
the  burial,  tin-  mare  o[iened  iul-  ,-tal)l(;-door,  pa--ed  thrcuLrh  -everal  bar-  and 
gates,  which  she  opened  for  her-eif,  and  at  la-t.  puttiu'jr  her  head  in  his  studv- 
door,  and  seeing  he  was  not  there,  ?lie  passed  throuirh  the  door-yard,  opened 
the  garden-<zate.  and  enteriiej-.  [fl;iced  herself  over  th<;  iVesh  'jravn  :  atid 
for  hour<  th.a-e  .-he  stood,  tran-lixcd  with  unfeigned  grief  and  it  wa-  witii 
much  di.iirulty  that  wo.  -!i(:'Cf:M'd..d  in  inducing''  her  to  h-av^-  iliat  charmed 
spot.  I  laid  my  liea-l  ujion  hia-  neck  and  wiM>r,  but  tine'e  v,a-  mm-e  jov 
than  sadui  —  in  th'-r  fars,  f.ir  I  felt  thai  the  .-ubhme  f.;-.>ii!-  ni'  my  fath- 
er's life  v.-.'re  '.vritt-ai  out  in  le'i'.ers  of  liLfht.  v,"hich  would  n:-\r.v  Lrrow  dim, 
and  that  in  his  example',  which  like  a  form  of  beauty  and  of  lovelini  --  was 
ever  before  me.  he  -till  lived  and  would  ever  live  to  bless  not  only  iiL-  lam- 
ily  but  the  world. 

S 
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In  the  exircm'.^  delic-icy  of  health  in  Avliich  tlii-  imperfect  .--kerch  ha< 
been  hastily  "-.vriiten.  and  in  tiie  great  brevity  -whii-'i  I  jiave  pi'e.?cribi>d  iiiv- 
self,  I  feel  that  I  have  euuie  far  tnim  >Ioin;z  jii-t'oe  to  tiic  theme;  Im,u  I 
mu.'t  jii-oeeed  in  the  hri.'fi.-^t  manner  po^.-ible  to  louch  upon  a  t\:\v  pfints 
in  the  hi-turv  of  mv  r'adier's  I'amilr. 

Tiic  i_id(.'-r,  iuy  .-i,-ter  Sarah,  was  a  woman  of  great  enf^rgv.  A-  a 
teacher,  before  she  entered  upon  !ni-~ionarv  iii'e.  Inu  e-p>ecially  on  mi-ddii 
ground,  as  ])rineipal  of  the  Female  Seminary,  and  superinlo'^di-int  of 
liousehold  matter?,  in  a  family  of  several  hundred,  both  which  oijces  she 
sustained  at  the  same  time,  besides  superintendin'i  the  sewinir  department, 
in  wliicli  the  Indian  Ldris  were  inr-trueted  between  schoi-fis  ;  it  v/as  ■>;\ea 
said,  and  I  iiur:k  justly,  that  ^he  pertbrmed.  and  sueee.-sfully,  more  h!b<;r 
than  any  three  ordiriary  women  would  have  been  able  to  acec>m;)i'-h. 
True,  she  worked  while  others  sieipt.  often  continuing  her  labors  uiitit  aftn- 
twelve  at  niglit,  and  seeming  to  have  an  iron  c'-'ustitution,  which  nothing 
could  break  down.  She  iiad  a  well-cultivated  n^ind,  and  amiiist  her  many 
cares  found  time  to  v.-rite  lettm-s  in  bi^half  of  the  missionary  work,  some 
of  which  were  pniblished,  and  did  much,  in  eonn-ction  with  I'le  letters  of 
my  fath^n-,  to  awaken  a  mi--ionary  spirit  and  thus  furtlier  the  eau-e.  A 
prominent  otlicer  of  one  of  the  ini-sion  ijoard-  has  said  that  these  let- 
ters contriiiuted  very  largely  to  the  creation  of  that  warm  missionary 
spirit  which  has  so  long  aiid  so  deeiily  pervaded  New  EnirUmd.  This 
sister  still  lives,  —  a  woman  of  I'are  worth;  but  some  other  jpen  must  write 
her  praise. 

The  next,  my  brother  Ilinman,  graduareil  at  Princeton,  a  ripe  scholar, 
and  was  highly  complimented  by  the  taculty.  ^not  only  ibr  hi-;  excelh-nt 
scholarship,  but  also  for  the  noble  part  he  look  in  opposing  tlie  u'reat  rebel- 
lion in  that  college,  in  which  the  doors  were  piled  u[)  ibr  fuel.  ;;:id  a  pro- 
fessor came  near  losing  his  life  by  a  cake  of  ice  thrown  t'vjia  an  upp-a- 
story.  As  an  educator,  he  was  highly  complimented  liy  the  !i-2i~lature 
of  one  of  the  States,  and  a  United  States  Senator  pronounce'i  his  sy-tem  of 
education  the  lie.-,t  in  the  land,  and  warmly  reeommended  him  lo  pubi;.: 
confidence.  Ill  health  prevented  his  laboring  in  the  mi.-sionarv  iiedd.  and., 
requiring  life  in  the  open  air.  he  became  civil  engineer,  was  employed  L^y 
the  State  of  Pennsylvania  in  superintending  it;  ipublic  works,  was  pri> 
nounced  one  of  the  be-t  mathematicians  and  engineers  in  t!ie  State.  h;i.d 
a  high  reputation  for  generosity,  giving  a  large  portion  of  his  sahiry  to  riu" 
poor  ;  but,  tiu-ough  expiJVure  and  too  severe  application  to  his  v/ork.  he  sunk 
to  an  etu'ly  grave. 

The  next,  my  sister  Flora,  who  was  married  to  the  mi.^sionary.  Cham- 
berlain. '.va>  a  woman  of  marked  piety,  and,  in  cnneetion  witii  her  hu<- 
l.iand.  pL'rfi.naed  an  immense  amount  of  mi-,-ii>nary  labor,  bviiii  ahioivi'  th.e 
Indians  and  in  the  home  tield.  *  She  had  a  wl;;  e-rtul  faee.iry  of  se.T.riuL' 
the  love  and  confidence  of  all  with  whom  she  a--^  -ia:- ■[.  She  .~iii!  lives,  and 
possesses  a  v.'eaith  of  excellent  qualities  which  i  -iiail  not  attempt  to  de- 
scribe. 

The  tburth,  my  brother  Milo.  distinguished  hiu!;ek',  wlien  a  boy,  by 
an  eucjUiuer  V, IlU  a  robber,  in  whieii,  laiving  a  Luge  amonnc  of  mission 
funds,  which  he  was  brincring  from  the  liank.  lie  'joldily  deiled  the  roljber, 
and  to  the  .-urpri-e  of  ail  wiio  heard  the  circumstances  came  oif  victori- 
ous.    For  ;ome  lime  he  superintended  a  mission  iialion,  became  a  physician, 
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and 'U'a.s  rGmnrkably  ?uecL'5-rul  nwl  urently  lovod  anJ  respected  in  that  pro- 
fe~^ion.  Dnrins  the  late  relM.'ilion  lie  suifl-red  himself  t'.viee  to  be  robu<;'d  of 
all  he  lia<l.  rather  than  siiecuni)  to  irs  -way,  Hij  was  a  man  of  p-eat  conv- 
acre.  and  lirrane--  f'lr  the  riu^nt,  nr.d  onee.  before  the  war.  single-handed, 
witli  his  riiie  kept  a  eomiiauy  "t'  men  at  bay,  till  the  leader  rreinbliip^ly 
asked  him  to  ^pare  his  life.  -  IL-  was  remarkably  generous  and  waira  in 
is  atreetio]is.  2s  ever  did  brotlier  owe  more  to  brorher  than  I  owe  to  him 
for  his  kind  and  Lrenerous  sympathies.  The  last  I  heard,  he  Avas  still 
livMic.  and  his  It^ter  brcarlied  the  same  spirit  of  warm  brotherly  love. 

T!ie  tif^h.  my  sister  Ann.  was  considered  a  beantifnl  and  very  amiable 
girl,  and  made  warm  friends  '-vhtTever  she  went.  She  labored  jnuch  as  a 
teacher  and  in  other  ways  in  th'j  nhssionary  work,  was  an  anaxd  of  mercy 
at  every  sick  beil.  l)ut  v/ore  herseU'  out  in  doing  L^ood  to  others,  and,  warndy 
lovii'.gand  beloved  by  all,- sunk  to  an  early  grave. 

The  .-ixth.  brotiier  Durius,  was  regarded  by  all  who  knev\-  him  as  a  man 
of  surpa--in2  excellence  in  the  fp.iadiiics  b'jth  of  mind  and  heart.  A  lin- 
i.-hed  scholar,  and  gi'eatiy  re-p^'cted  and  loved.,  he  pertormcd  an  huiiK-n.-e 
amount  of  snccessfal  labor,  hr^t  as  a  missionary,  afterwards  as  editor,  pas- 
tor, and  classical  and  theoloLrical  professor ;  was  v,-ondcrfally  genial  in  his 
social  relations,  and,  with  a  he;irt  full  to  overrlowing  with  love  to  {}■)•}  and 
love  to  man,  became  i)ro-tra:el  by  excessive  labors,  and.  under  inji'.dicious 
medical  treatment.  [)a;-(:d  early  to  his  rest. 

I  have  been  reouL-ted  on  this  occasion  to  say  sonicthino'  in  n/u'ard  to 
myself,  the  yonn_-e.-t  ot' llie  ihinily  :  and  lua'e.  under  ordinarv  cu-cum-tances, 
I  should  certainly  remain  siu-nt.  But  in  the  freedom  of  this  tiunily  meet- 
ing, 1  have  so  tar  overcome  my  modesty  as  to  comply  with  the  rcpivst  of 
others  and  present  a  few  f;icts  in  my  ov.-n  humble  career. 

In  my  father's  diary  I  hnd  the  following  on  the  day  of  my  birth  : 

"Esther"'  (the  name  of  my  mother)  -was  more  teeble  and  heh'Ie~s 
than  usual,  and  we  have  been  criminal  in  our  anxiety  lest  all  would  not 
be  wtdl.  Ohl  how  criminal  to  di-iru;t  the  care  of  our  God  I  IIis  mercy 
endureth  forever.  To  teacii  us  up.r  entire  dependence  on  iiim  for  luipp'i- 
ness,  he  frequently  gives  us  grt-at  joy  when  we  expect  sorrow  :  but  wiirn  we 
look  for  pleasure  in  the  creature,  he  disappoints  our  hopes.  Oh,  mei'cii'ul 
God,  give  us  more  fully  to  tru-t  rhee  :  and  may  this  child  be  dedicated  to  the 
Lord  as  long  as  he  livcth  ;  m;i.y  he  be  trainrd  up  for  God,  be  a  blessin:^; 
in  thy  church  on  earth,  and,  ii'  consi:^t^Jnt  with  thy  will,  a  'preacher  of  the 
everlasting  go.-pel,  turn  many  to  righteousness,  and  'shine  in  the  kingdom 
of  glory  as  the  sturs  tbrever  and  ever,  to  the  praise  of  sovereign  ^race, 
through  Jesus  the  Redeemer.  Amen." 

I  inherited  a  very  feeble  con-titution.  but  have  been  able  to  perform  a 
considerable  amount  of  labor,  lir.-t  as  missionary,  teaching-  tlu-ough  the  wri-k 
and  prL-aehing  oj  the  Sabliath ;  afterwards  as  pastor,  p-rolessor,  public 
lecturer  on  temperance,  slavery,  and  other  reforms  ;  ami  al-(j  a-,  an  •;\  an- 
gelist,  sometimes  pr.;aching  and  lecturing  to  crowded  au.liences  tinve  time-s 
a  day.  I  had  injured  my  heaith  l.iy  too  clo-e  a[)iiiicatiun  to  ^Iudy  at  Yah' 
Coll.  ge.  and  now  tLe.~e  exce,~:-ive  labors,  together  with  iiijuriieiuU:;  niedieul 
tr':itni'-nf,  crreatly  prostrated  me  :  but,  tlirou-li  a  chanirij  oi  ha!>its  of  ilvijig, 
and  the  great  mercy  of  our  covenant  Go'i  and  Savioia-.  I  still  continue, 
and  greatly  rejoice  to  be  permitted  here  to  ijear  Cestimuny  to  the  mithfui- 
ne.~3  of  God's  proiui;Cs.     '•  The  mercy  of  the  Lord  is  J'roui  everlasting  to 
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evcrlastin2  upon  tliera  tliat  fear  him.  and  ais  ri,2iueoa,ine53  unto  chililren's 
children  ;  to  ^U'■il  as  kv'p  liis  covenant,  and  to  [lio.-e  that  reru'jiabci-  his 
comuiandments  to  do  them." 

It  miglit  he  intore^tina  to  rcdate  more  partieuhu-ly  -ome  of  tiie  incidents 
of  a  ^omewliat  eventful  life:  —  hijw,  in  tr;:velirr^"  in  Indian  wiM-.  till  at'ter 
twelve  o'eloek  at  niiriit,  I  u-<rd  to  hear  the  p.iniher".-  scream  t'rom  the  moun- 
tain-top; —  how  my  brotlit-r  and  myscdf,  v.drh  rilie  and  torch-lia-hts.  ciiased 
tiie  howling  wolves  tartlu-r  and.  farther  hack  on  the  mountain,  and  con- 
tinued the  chase  all  niglit  long,  in  the  hope  of  iinding  their  dens  :  —  how, 
after  tra\eling  on  horseback  from  d;iyliglu  till  dark,  we  lay  down  weary 
at  niglit,  wiili  the  gra-.-y  c.-irih  for  a  hi'd,  and  the  -tarry  .-ky  tor  a  covering, 
and  ^Icpt  .-v.-(M;'t!y  and  soiniilly  till  the  daybreak  a2":iin  summoned  us  to  re- 
nt>\\- our  j'jurncy  :  —  hnw,  on  another  occa>ion.  after  slee[)ing  upon  the 
cold  mountain-to[i,  witii  the  good  fontnie  of  having  a  blanket  with  me,  I 
awoke  in  tlie  morning  to  find  my  clotiies.  whicli  I  had  hung  upon  the 
bushes,  covered  with  icicle-,  thus  making  a  brilliant,  if  not  very  comfort- 
able toilet :  —  liow,  riding  all  day  in  the  rain,  swimming  through  rivers  and 
losing  our  v.ay.  Ave  came  down  the  mountain  by  mi-take  oil  the  -ame  side 
we  wi.-nt  up.  i(j  fmd  ourselves  at  niglit  n^ar  the  si".c  Ave  had  h  ft  in  the 
morning  :  —  how  nay  irmihi/r.  in  makii:_'-  hi.>  briiial  toar  with  hi-  ntw-married 
■vvifv.  and  thinking  he  had  lo-t  hi-  vray.  -p  :-nt  the  night  in  tlie  v/uods  with 
saddles  tor  pillow.-,  and  aw(_,'ke  in  the  morniniZ  to  find  hini-elf  within  a  stone's 
throw  of  our  mission-sliuion.  I  mi_-ht  tell  you  how  1  came  near  beini 
drowned.  Avhen.  the  mk-.-ionaries  hi^uvj;  in  the  Georgia  penitentiary  tor 
rightousness'  sake,  I  was  assi.-ting  in  taking  their  families  to  see  tiiem.  and 
driving  a  two-horse  carriage  through  rivers,  one  of  which  was  twemy  fi-et 
deep,  and  l.H-inLT  told  by  t!ie  by-stanilers  that  I  nt-vcr  wotdd  reacii  tin-  other 
side  alive.  I  >iicceeded.  by  a  narrow  e;-oape  and  the  S[)ecial  pa-ovidence  of 
God,  in  ]>a;sing  safely  through. 

I  might  sj)eak  of  my  early  expi"-rience  in  the  temperance  cause,  when, 
acting  as  agent,  collectin.''  t'act-  and  -..-curin:!  -ub-eribers  to  the  lir-t  tem- 
perance paper  published  in  llie  United  Sca.te-,  I  came  nearer  be-iuLf  'trunk 
than  at  any  time  in  my  lite,  by  haviii'i  whiskey  clandestinely  in['a.-e<l  into 
the  cider  which  in  a  hot  day  wa-.  with  liiuh  prot'es.-ions  of  hospitality,  i.'ii'ered 
me  ;  and  I  then  adoiJied  te-r  my.-elf.  Avliat  I  have  never  since  vii.ilated,  a 
teetotal  pledge.  1  mii^ht  speak  ot'  the  humble  {rdvi  I  have  taken  in  my 
ecclesiastical  connection^,  and  in  the  labors  of  a  public  lecturer,  in  t'ae 
anti-slavery  cause,  wdien  I  had  to  contend  with  physicians,  lawyer-,  leg- 
islators, judges,  ministers  ;  doctors  of  divinity  on  the  one  si>ie.  ami  doc- 
tors of  law  on  the  other,  Avith  no  -mail  sprinkle  of  the  mob  elemi-nt  inter- 
mixed. (Here  the  ^|)eaker  referred  brietiy  to  tho:^e  early  ami—lavery 
etrugcrles  in  Aviiieli  he  v/a-  in  an  hunfi./le  AVav  as-ociated  Avitii  Chiet-Ju-tice 
Cha.-^^  Gamaliel  Lailey,  Samuel  Lewis,  and  others,  in  the  great  cau.-e  of 
liuman  liberty.) 

I  migiit  .-[•eak  of  the  stiii  more  radical  reforms  Aviiicii.  in  my  deepe-t  con- 
victions, 1  have  advocated;  reiorms  Avhich  reach  t'a.r  de>wn  into  ail  men's 
bodi/i/  habits,  as  well  as  tiieir  social,  mural, civil, and  leii-ioas  reiatioii;,  and 
demand  an  entire  reviuiuieiji  in  lui-t  oi'  th(;  liai'ii-  and  u-LiLre-  ni'  -oeiely.  as 
at  present  organized;  but  this  Avould  extend  thi-  -kt-tc'li  to  an  uii'lue  lenaih, 
and  perhaps  be  deemed  toreign  to  the  purpose  tor  '.viiidi  a"->'  '  .  .  ;  met.  I 
might  speak  of  the  grandchildreu   of  my  t'a:!    ;.  .-umc  oi  whom   have  al- 
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ready  taken  a  respectable  stand,  not  only  amons  merchants,  mechanics,  and 
formers,  but  also  amonp:  -eliolars,  le.aislators,  judges,  and  oHicers  in  the  army  ; 
but  thu  time  for  tliis  will  be  when  our  children  meet.  (Here  the  speaker  re- 
ferred to  two  of  the  grandchildren,  who  were  officers  in  the  army,  and  made 
a  touching  allusion  to  r\Ii->ion  Eidge,  so  named  from  his  father's  labors  on 
that  ridge,  when  one  of  those  grandchildren,  tired  with  the  recollection  of 
his  grandfather's  labors,  and  calling  on  his  grandfather's  God.  rushed 
boldly  into  the  front  of  the  battle,  wa-  taken  wounded  from  the  tield,  but 
immediately  returned  to  his  commanil,  was  again  wounded,  supposed  mor- 
tally, but  in  three  weeks  took  his  command  again,  and  marched  under  Gen. 
Slierman  the  whole  round,  till  he  reached  and  ar-?i?ted  in  taking  the  rebels' 
last  stronghold.  He  also  here  related  an  anectlote  of  a  traveler  who  had 
never  seen  watermelons.  Purchashig  one  of  an  old  colored  woman,  and 
saying  to  her,  ••  You  must  tell  me  how  to  eat  it,"  she  refilled,  '•  Missus  gen- 
erally cuts  the  insides  out  and  givus  'em  to  me,  but  peoples  does  as  they 
pleases."  He  cut  the  inside  out.  and  eating  the  rind  said,  "  It's  pretty  goud, 
but  I  don't  see  that  it  is  anything  to  brag  of."  The  speaker  said  iie  did 
not  suppose  any  of  us  were  disponed  to  brag  of  tlie  Hoyt  family,  and  he 
hoped  nothing  he  had  sr^d  would  be  recrardL-d  iu  tize  light  of  bragging  ;  but 
from  his  acquaintance  with  the  family,  he  thought  he  might  say,  that 
whatever  they  undertook,  they  were  not  apt  to  .-top  at  the  rind,  and  he 
hoped,  in  all  the  great  interest:^  of  morality  and  religion,  they  would  never 
be  contented  to  eat  the  rind,  but  .-trike  deep  into  the  core.) 

I  cannot  conclude  without  saying  that  I  have  written  under  great  bodily 
infirmity,  >olely  in  hope  of  accompli^iiing  some  g':>od.  and  not  in  any  way 
to  glorify  tlie  Hoyt  family  ;  for  well  do  I  know  that  with  whatever  of  good 
we  may  have  been  instrumental  in  etfecting  there  have  been  mingled  many 
and  marked  defects.  For  the  defects  we  have  great  cause  to  be  humble  ; 
for  the  good,  to  Christ  and  to  Ciu-ist  alone,  belongs  the  glory. 

It  only  remains  for  me  to  express  to  you  the  immense  gratilication  I 
have  in  meeting  with  you.  and,  in  the  name  of  that  braneh  of  our  lamily 
of  which  I  am  the  humldeat  representative,  to  present  to  you  our  most 
cordial  greetings,  and  express  the  liope  that  the  Hoyt  Family  may  ever 
nobly  and  successfully  fuiiil  it-  liiLrh  and  godlike  mission,  that  of  glorify- 
ing God  our  Saviour,  and  in  all  pergonal  humility,  but  unshaken  confidence 
in  God,  contributing  its  iufiueuce  iu  reibrmina:,  elevating,  and  blessiurf  the 
world. 


The  following  was  prepared  by  R^'v.  Corn' lius  A.  Iloyt.  to  be  used  as 
a  closing  sentiment  for  the  last  meeting  at  See'ly's  Hall:  — 

"The  Hoyt  Family  —  In  all  humility.  Imt  with  high  purpose  and  holy 
trust,  may  it  ever,  througli  the  grace  of  Chri-t.  prove  faitiuul  to  Truth,  to 
Huniaiiity,  and  to  God;  and  may  the  light  d'  \\-  j.a-t  exaiiiple  neve'r  gri>w 
diin.  but  illumining  the  ])re-ent,  grow  brigh!'  r  and  bri^'hte-r  still  in  the 
untbldiii._r,  of  the  future,  till  it  blend=  it-elf  with  the  clear  .-unlight  of  the 
Kveria.-tinir  A'je  to  come." 
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The  '•  Sta?.ifoi;d  Advocate." 
Tins  paper  pulili-luMl  a  fall  report  of  tlip  meeting,  and  in  >ome  cases  its 
language  has    been   ailo'pted   in  this  report.     The   following  are  extracts 
from  its  is^uc  of  June  22,   ISGG  :  — 

Last  Wedne-ilay  was  a  day  long  to  be  rememliered  by  every  one 
whose  name  bi/gau  with  an  II  and  ended  witli  a  T,  who  came  up  to 
the  great  gathering  of  the  ILiyts  to  greet  each  other  with  salutations  of 
friend-hip  and  g.i^'d-will.  The  day  was  propitious,  the  very  >ini  seeming 
to  shine  mure  brightly  on  the  joyous  occasion. 

*********** 

Have  tou  seex  a  IIovt  ?  Have  you  axy  Hoyts  ?  are  questions 
that  everv  citizen  of  the  town  a^ic-.  as  they  meet  each  other  upon  the 
street.  At  the  solicitation  of  the  IToyts  of  this  place,  many  of  the  ]ieop]e 
have  thrown  open  their  dor,:--  to  .-ntt-rtain  tlie  large  Hoyt  family  gathered 
here.  Tlie  popularity  ot"  tiio-e  having  charge  of  the  affair  would  lead 
most  any  of  tlu  ir  acnutuntiime,  in  the  spirit  of  kindness  and  accommoda- 
tion, to  accede  to  the  invitiitiun.  l)ui  the  generosity  of  the  people  and  the 
welcome  they  alwavs  extend  to  stnmgers  are  pi'overbial,  and  we  are  glad 
they  throw  the  .-ocial  net  ai-nund  the'se  ladies  and  gentk^ueu  blessed  with 
the  name  of  Hovt.  3I:iy  the  I'amily  be  largely  mcreased.  till  ihey  out- 
number the  Smith-,  tiie  iirowns  and  Joneses,  May  they  be  handed 
down  to  the  last  liviuLT  irencration  upon  earth,  and  may  they  have  God's 
richest  blessing,  is  our  hope  and  prayer. 


THE   FAMILY  GATHERING. 

BT    MAF.GAEET    E.   HOTT,    OP   CLCsTON.    N.    J. 

The  followinc^  note  and  poem  iipi.eured  in  "  The  Evan,:^eliit,"  sliortly  after  the  meet- 
ing at  Stamford. 

Messrs.  Ed'tor^:  —  Tiie  a'^oount,  L'iven  in  your  paper,  of  the  "  Iloyt  Family  Gather- 
ing," at  Stanifoi-il,  Cunn.,  on  tiic  2oth  iilt.,  v.-as  truly  impressive  ami  -u.LzLTCStive.  l)eeply 
regrettinir  my  inahility  to  he  pn.-sont  on  that  deliirhtfiil  occasion,  I  have,  hy  way  of  com- 
pensation, in  quite  un-tu'licl  vi^rse,  endeavored  to  arrest  and  emhody  some  of  the 
"fleeting  imai^es  that  till  the  nurmr  of  tlie  mind,"  in  the  distant  cuiitemiihuiuu  of  this 
interesting:  srcne.  If  you  deem  the  fuilowing  verses  worthy  of  a  place  in  your  columns, 
you  will  ;^Teatly  ohli-e 

One  of   The   IIoyt   Family   axd  Name. 

TIIE  IXVITATIOX. 

Upon  the  Summer  air  a  loud  call  rinc:-.  — 

It  conn--  from  Stamton!'-  hill-  and  valleys  fair ; 
i',r''-y  '  ,-' '      '  ■■  For  "  liberal  hearts,  devising  liberal  tbinns,"  .•■,-:-./  .•■- 

'  J  ^       '  ih.\r  -i--i:r  a  s;un;i'.')!i-  far  and  wide:  tnat  where 

'"  ^  '       '  '  The  name  of  Hoyt  (though  at  the  polos)  be  found, 

On  wi--tern  liL'mi-pii.-re,  or  e'en  tlie  east, 
To  mile  and  wild  Au-tr:.'iia'-  utnuj-it  bound. 
Each  of  the  name  is  summoned  to  a  Feast. 
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"  The  foa-t  of  rea-on  and  the  flow  of  soul," 

With  all  fifoocl  thincfs  to  ciieer  tho  -uvaker  part, 
That,  as  the  stream  ot'  tune  will  onward  roil. 

May  leave  its  impress  deeper  on  the  heart. 
For  love  and  unit}',  tlie  magic  power, 

The  broken  lamiiy  chain  will  now  restore ; 
Each  link  will  find  its  place,  and  from  this  hour 

The  scattered  tribe  will  be  a  baud  once  more. 

Xew  England's  sweetest  custom  I  thn-  to  bring 

From  scenes  atar.  and  isles  acro-s  the  sea. 
Her  sons  and  dariuditers  to  her  jhekering  wing, 

Like  scattered  leaves  around  the  parent  iree ; 
Soon  to  be  borne  by  soft  or  adverse  winds, 

Along  life's  sunny  slopes  or  toilsome  way ; 
Yet  love  will  be  the  golden  cord  that  binds 

Their  hearts  and  mem'ries  to  this  joyful  day. 


THE  GATIIERIXG, 

Thry  come,  they  come,  responsive  to  the  call, 
"With  joyous  heart-  and  eau'er  loutsteps  all  • 
Five  hundred  strong  they  come,  in  rank  and  Gie, 
Enter  the  church  and  march  alona  the  aisle : 
Stand  back,  and  lot  the  band  of  brothers  move, 
Their  motto  L'nity,  their  banner  Love. 

From  California's  sands, 
From  the  far  AVcste  -i    lands, 
From  homes  on  eastern  strands, 

Gathered  and  numbered ; 
Down  tiom  the  mountains  wild, 
]\Ian,  maiden,  vouth.  and  child. 
By  the  kind  call  be-uilod, 

Came  the  Five  Hundred. 

"Where  tlie  sweet  cottaiie  looms. 

Near  graml  ]ialatial  domes. 

All  throuL'h  New  Endand's  homes, 

Loud  the  call  thundered  ; 
From  halls  of  learning  came. 
Sons  of  science,  known  to  tame, 
AddiiiL:  lustre  to  the  name 

Of  the  Five  hundred. 

Llinisters  of  God  arc  there, 
Of  pure  lives  and  records  fair, 
I.*-  "Whose  faith,  -works,  and  virtues  rare 

Have  never  slunilit-red; 
And  sons  of  son-jr  and  letters  too. 
With  sons  of  labor,  good  au'i  true, 
And  '-toilers  ol' the  sea."  a  few, 

Swell  the  Five  Hundred. 
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That  characters  whicli  here  we  trace, 
Aix-  various,  as  each  tbriu  and  face. 
And  mind-;  diverse,  thouah  ot'  one  race, 

Cannot  be  wondei-ed ; 
But  written  deep  with  many  a  tear, 
The  sad  heart-histories,  that  ne'er 
Upon  the  surt'ace  smiles  appear, 

Of  the  Five  hundred. 

Never  have  softer  skies 

Shone  upon  briLrhter  eyes  ; 

The  youthful,  tlie  !:ood  and  wise. 

Can't  be  outnumbered ; 
The  smiles  of  heaven  and  earth  so  fair, 
"  The  benediction  of  the  air,"' 
All  seem  to  ]inc;"er  there, 

On  the  Five  Hundred. 

But  swiftly  the  moments  gilide, 
Linger,  brothers,  side  by  side. 
For  in  tlie  world,  so  cold  ami  wide, 

You'll  soon  be  sundered  : 
Yet  live,  that  when  the  call  .-hall  come, 
To  the  last  great  GatheriuQ-  hom,\ 
You  then  may  meet  around  the  throne, 
All  the  Five  Hundred. 
New  Jersey,  Julv  3d.  ISCti. 


